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1.0
PURPOSE AND SCOPE
This procedure establishes the requirements for providing safe walking and working surfaces to prevent injuries from slips, trips, and falls.

The requirements in this procedure apply to all CH2M HILL Hanford Group employees and its subcontractors.

2.0 
PROCEDURE  (3.1, 3.2, 3.3, 3.4)
2.1
General
Managers/supervisors:

1. 
Ensure all walking/working surfaces are maintained free of tripping hazards and other 
hazards that could result in injury in accordance with the applicable requirements of 
29 CFR 1910, Subpart D.

2.
Ensure all walking/working surfaces in construction work places are maintained free of hazards that could result in injury and that guardrail systems or other fall protection systems are provided, as necessary.  (See the Fall Protection procedure in TFC‑ESHQ‑S_IS-C-04, and 29 CFR 1926, Subparts M and X.

3.
Ensure that wall openings from which there is a drop of more than four feet are guarded by a rail, or equivalent barrier, and that every open-sided floor or platform four feet or more above ground level is guarded by a guardrail system.  Floor openings or ladder ways shall be guarded by a railing, cover, or appropriate barrier.  (See 29 CFR 1910.23.)

4.
Ensure aisles and passageways are appropriately marked and kept clear and in good repair with no obstructions across or in aisles that could create a hazard.  (See 29 CFR 1910.22 (b) for requirements pertaining to aisles and passageways.)

5.
Ensure fixed industrial stairs are provided where operations necessitates regular travel between levels and to prevent employee exposure to harmful substances or hazardous conditions such as carrying tools or equipment by hand.  (See 29 CFR 1910.24 for design and construction requirements.) 

6.
Ensure that walking/working surfaces on which employees are to work have the strength and structural integrity to safely support the employees, intended work activities, and equipment or storage anticipated for the area and no load greater than that approved by the building official is placed on any floor or roof of a building or other structure.  (See 29 CFR 1910.22(d) for floor loading protection requirements.)

7.
Provide hand rails for stairs with four or more risers or those over 30 inches high.

8. Provide lighting commensurate with the activity in the area.

9. Remind employees that they have the responsibility to be alert for ice and snow hazards in and around their work areas. 

10. Ensure an approved ice-melt is applied to outside walking and work areas.

11. Ensure ice and snow hazards do not prevent safe access to and from work areas (designated walkways, possible snow removal).


All personnel shall comply with the following requirements:

1.
Keep work surfaces orderly, free of tripping hazards, and free of other hazards that could result in injury.

2.
Ensure safe access is provided to the work area and a safe means of egress from the work area to a place of safety is available prior to performing work activities. 

3.
Arrange materials in a stable manner so that they do not protrude into the walkway.

4.
If materials are stored above work surfaces, place them back from edges or behind protective barriers to protect those working below.

5.
Keep interior walkways dry.

a.
Clean up spills or mark the area with safety barricades until the spill can be cleaned up.

b.
Walkways where water is constantly present should have a raised surface or grating, as necessary, to provide a non-skid surface.

6.
Ensure aisles and passageways are clear and in good repair with no obstructions across or in aisles that could create a hazard.

7.
Ensure that guardrail systems for walking/working surfaces in permanent structures are provided when the difference in elevation is four feet or greater.  Ensure temporary floor openings or ladder ways are covered or protected with guardrail systems.

8.
Ensure stairs or ramps are provided for elevated areas used on a routine basis.

9.
Ensure that stair treads are slip resistant and their leading edges, or nosings, are visible, and that the nosing has a non-skid finish.

NOTE:  It is often difficult to see stair edges where treads and landings are similar in color or pattern.

10.
Ensure that fixed ladders have flat uniform step-off areas, appropriately sized climbing rails, and uniformly spaced rungs.

11.
Ensure adequate lighting is available on the walking/working surface to prevent tripping or other hazards.

12.
Notify a manager/supervisor immediately of any hazardous condition present on a walking or working surface.

2.2
Floor and Roof Strength
Management/landlord:

1.
Post floor loading limits where the floor loading is not controlled, such as in storage areas on mezzanines.

$
Post the area design load limit in areas where the load amount and location is changing, such as in storage areas on elevated floors or above basements.

NOTE:  Grade or slab construction does not require posting floor loading limits.

2.
Ensure that an evaluation is performed when additional loading is being considered or when there is a change to a storage occupancy.  This should be performed by a structural engineer.

NOTE:  Fireproof or security type cabinets and floor to ceiling retrieval systems may exceed the concentrated load limit in an office.

3.
Ensure that when a roof becomes a walking/working surface the roof is strong enough to support the intended work activities and equipment use anticipated for the project.

4.
Ensure that before starting construction or maintenance activities on building roofs the roof passes one of the following:

$
For roofs of non-maintained or abandoned structures, structures suspected to have structural damage or extensive water damage, an engineering inspection with at least two qualified structural engineers is needed.

$
For roofs of mobile offices and other maintained structures with no known structural defects, an assessment by at least three people, including supervisory and safety personnel, is needed. 

$
For newer roofs (up to two years old), an engineering evaluation for adequate support based on a review of the design requirements is needed.
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NOTE:  Specific design requirements for emergency egress are found in the NFPA 101 and are not covered in this procedure.

