
DOE Names Roger Christensen to Head Technology 
Development at Hanford 

RICHLAND, Wash., May 26, 1995 -- Roger Christensen has been selected to head the Technology 
Development Division at the U.S. Department of Energy, Richland Operations Office (RL). Mr. 
Christensen will be responsible for managing the Special Projects Team, which is developing the 
Environmental Molecular Science Center, and the Research and Development Team, which is 
responsible for developing new and innovative technologies across the nation that can be applied to the 
Hanford cleanup effort. He will also coordinate site wide technology transfer to move technologies off 
the shelf and into the commercial marketplace.  

"I am really pleased to have this opportunity. By applying the newest technology to Hanford's cleanup, 
we can reduce costs exponentially," said Mr. Christensen.  

Bob Rosselli, Assistant Manager for Technology Development at RL, said, "Roger has a solid 
background both in the military and civil service that has provided him with the skills necessary to give 
us a top-notch technology development and transfer program at the Hanford Site."  

Mr. Christensen, a native of Cashmere, Washington, began his career with the U.S. Navy in 1974, 
following graduation from Peshastin-Dryden High School in 1973. He served on active duty until 1976. 
While in the Navy, he qualified as a naval nuclear reactor power plant operator and also served as an 
instructor at the Idaho Naval Reactors Facility in Idaho Falls, Idaho.  

Mr. Christensen enrolled at the University of Washington after leaving active duty and received a 
bachelor's degree in mechanical engineering in 1979. After obtaining his degree, Mr. Christensen was 
accepted to the U.S. Coast Guard's Officer Candidate School and received a commission as an ensign.  

"I found the Coast Guard to be the most appealing military branch because I had the opportunity to serve 
our citizens regularly on search and rescue missions, responding to environmental spills, ensuring the 
safety of vessels, and intercepting drug trafficking," said Mr. Christensen.  

Mr. Christensen was responsible for coordinating the National Strike Force, an emergency response 
team for hazardous or chemical spills, in Groton, Connecticut. He was also responsible for research and 
development programs. He left active duty in 1982, but remained in the Coast Guard Reserve. He was 
named to an engineering position at the Puget Sound Naval Shipyard in 1982. Mr. Christensen was 
promoted to chief refueling engineer with responsibility for the nuclear refueling of assigned ships and 
validating safety and technical requirements.  

He transferred to RL in 1987 as a nuclear engineer. He has administered contractor technology 
development programs, coordinated international exchange activities, and provided consultation in 
nuclear laboratory safety. Mr. Christensen was promoted to a supervisory position in 1990 and directed 
tank farm safety programs at the 560-square-mile Hanford Site near Richland, Washington. He managed 
this program until being named Director of the Technology Development Division.  

# # #  

For more information contact:  

Keith V. Taylor (509) 376-2282  
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