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Office of River Protection making progress on vitrification plant preparations 

 CH2M HILL Hanford Group has saved millions of dollars on the construction of utilities for the 
Hanford vitrification plant that will treat and immobilize radioactive tank wastes that threaten the 
Columbia River.  

 Company officials say aggressive scheduling and good planning have already cut costs by $4 

million on the $31 million project. The progress made demonstrates the value of using Northwest 
contractors and marketplace competition to keep costs down.  

 Working for the Department of Energy’s Office of River Protection, CH2M HILL is making about 
$1.4 billion in construction upgrades to prepare for transferring millions of gallons of highly radioactive 

and hazardous waste from huge underground storage tanks to the treatment plant. A portion of that 
work includes clearing the vitrification plant site, building roads, installing water lines and bringing 
power to the site. 

 Cleaning up Hanford’s tank waste is considered one of the nation’s largest and most complex 

cleanup projects. Decades of defense production resulted in approximately 53 million gallons of waste 
stored in 177 aging underground tanks.  

 “We are making progress toward retrieving the waste from the tanks and turning it into glass, 
which is the ultimate solution to the problem,” said Office of River Protection acting manager Harry 

Boston. “Every success on this project brings us a step closer to reducing the risk to the Columbia River 
and the people of the Pacific Northwest.” 

  Project managers are looking for ways to bring the cost of vitrification plant preparations down 
another $2 million. CH2M HILL Hanford Group Senior Vice President Mike Payne said the savings are 

due to a competent workforce and an effective contracting plan. 

 "We have a good plan and excellent people working on this project,” said Payne. “CH2M HILL is 
at Hanford to do quality work safely and to meet or beat our deadlines, while finding ways to save the 
government and the taxpayers money.” 
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 Construction on the project began last fall. Payne estimated the key infrastructure project would be 

finished a year ahead of schedule. Original estimates put the completion date at July 2002.  

 Progress to date includes clearing the vitrification plant construction site, building access roads, 
and installing pipes for drinking and process water. Now CH2M HILL is focusing on bringing power to 
the site. A large amount of power will be needed to turn the waste into glass forms for permanent 

disposal. In August, crews placed two huge transformers in an electrical substation. This winter, crews 
with CH2M HILL subcontractors Wilson Construction Company and Fluor Federal Services will run 
seven miles of power lines along 36 towers to the substation.  

 Another major part of the project will involve installing nearly 15,000 feet of pipe to handle liquid 

effluent from evaporator and steam condensation processes within the vitrification plant. RCI 
Environmental, a division of Robison Construction Group of Sumner, Wash., will install piping from 
the treatment plant to Hanford’s Liquid Effluent Retention Facility and the Treated Effluent Disposal 

Facility.  

 An employee-owned company, CH2M HILL was founded in Corvallis, Ore., in 1946.  Today the 
firm serves clients on six continents with engineering, construction and operations services for 
environmental, energy, water, transportation and industrial infrastructure. CH2M HILL has served DOE 

and the Hanford Site specifically for more than 20 years.   
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