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New Faces at Ecology 

New appointment: 
Energy Secretary Chu appointed Jane to the Environmental Management 
Advisory Board (EMAB) in September 2011. 

• Jane represents state regulator and National Governor’s Association 
Federal Facilities Task Force.  

• Board of up to 15 members advises EM Assistant Secretary. 

• Members represent research facilities, academic institutions, 
regulatory entities, and stakeholder organizations. 
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Site-wide Permit Update 

Status:  

 On track for May 1 comment period start. 

Production schedule: 

  March  

 Formatting complete on draft permit. 

 Begin printing permit.  

 Public involvement materials drafted for meetings and web. 

 Finish posting draft permit on website. 

  April 

 Hard copy and e-copies of permit complete. 

 SEPA determination signed. 



Site-wide Permit Update 
How to participate: 

• February 16: 
WebEx session to get input 
on meeting dates & format  

• Comment period:  
May 1 – September 30 

• Public workshop:  
May 3, Richland 

• Public meetings  
(dates tentative)  

 Seattle and Vancouver  
(week of May 14-18) 

 Spokane – June 4  

 Richland – June 6 

Ron Skinnarland talks about the permit at a meeting of 

the American Society of Safety Engineers in Richland.  



Site-wide Permit Update 
Upcoming outreach: 

• January 31: Richland Rotary Club - (completed) 

• February 1:  American Society of Safety Engineers 

   (Richland - completed) 

• February 9:  Yakima Rotary 

• February 21:   Spokane West Rotary  

• February 21:   Association of Hazardous Materials  

     Managers & guests (Seattle) 

• February 23:   Oregon State University (Corvallis) 

          – Joint presentations with Oregon Dept. of Energy  

• March 6:       Association of Hazardous Materials Managers (Seattle) 

• March 20: Spokane Valley Rotary  

• April 13: Spokane South Rotary 

Ron Skinnarland 

speaks about 

the permit at a 

meeting of the 

Richland Rotary.  



Site-wide Permit Update 

• “Baseball cards” of permit units posted on Ecology’s website. 

• Thanks to HAB permit issue managers for their feedback! 

 



Site-wide 

Permit 

Update 
Work is under way on a  

color-coded map of permit units.   

The map will be added to the 

website and used for outreach. 



Site-wide Permit Update 
How to learn 
more: 

• Our website 

• FAQ 

• Unit cards 

• Permit’s Fact 
Sheet  

• Presentations 

• Ask questions!  
 

Nuclear Waste Program:  ecy.wa.gov/programs/nwp 



Landfill Barrier Workshop 

• Technology workshop held at Ecology 

February 1 and 2. 

•Hanford barrier tour held January 31. 

• Sponsored by Ecology, Oregon,   

Tribes, and EPA. 

• About 100 people attended each day 

(not including those joining via the web). 

• Speakers included more than 

a dozen experts from across the nation. 

•Many of the presentations are available by request. 

 



Public Participation Grant Update 

• PPG began the State 2011-13 biennium with $2.5 million before 

about $1.37 million was pulled due to statewide cuts. 

• Governor’s budget proposal now includes $1.12 million in grants 

for stakeholder groups across the state for biennium.  

• If approved, $420,000 of this would go to four Hanford public 

interest groups.  

• Senate Bill 6036 filed in January proposes eliminating PPG 

program. 

• No action on bill has been taken by Legislature. 



Education & Outreach 

Ecology’s sponsorship of the 

“Young Sportsman’s Journal” 

hooked a lot of kids at the  

Tri-Cities Sportsmen Show 

in January. 



Education & Outreach 

Madeleine & Ginger visited 

McLoughlin Middle School in 

Pasco to talk to students about 

Hanford and groundwater. 



Education & Outreach 

Erika and Dieter spoke with 

about 25 master’s students 

from CWU who are studying 

environmental law and policy. 




