
Department of Energy
Rich land Operations Office

P.O. Box 550

July 10, 2009

CERTIFIED MAIL

Mr. Ryan Jarvis
Heart of America Northwest
1314 N.E. 56h" Street Suite 100
Seattle, Washington 98105

Dear Mr. Jarvis:

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT REQUEST (FOI 2009-0054)

Pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act (FOJA), you requested the following information as
stated below:

1. "The RCRA permit (both Parts A and B) for the mixed waste disposal trenches 31 and
34 located in the 200 West area of Hanford, including, but not limited to the permit
issued pursuant to RCRA or Washington's HWMA (RCW Chapter 70.105) for these
trenches;")

2. "Any correspondence between the USDOE and the Washington Department of Ecology
concerning the RCRA permit for the mixed waste disposal trenches 31 and 34;"

3. "Authorization from the Washington Department of Ecology for USDOE or any of its
contractors to construct and operate mixed waste disposal trenches 31 and 34;"

4. "The authorization, construction, and legal analysis regarding the authorization pursuant
to RCRA or HWMA for the mixed waste disposal trenches 31 and 34 located in the 200
West area of Hanford;"

5. "The approved closure plan, and any records and documents relating to the closure plan
required pursuant to Washington Administrative Code Section 173-303-610 for the
mixed waste disposal trenches 31 and 34 located in the 200 West area of Hanford;
including, but not limited to:

a. any correspondence between the USDOE and the Washington Department of.
Ecology concerning the closure plan for the mixed waste disposal trenches 31 and
34 located in the 200 West area of Hanford;"

6. "All records and documents relating to the RCRA permit (both Parts A and B) for the
Low Level Burial Grounds located in the 200 West and 200 East areas of Hanford;"

7. "All records and documents relating the RCRA interim status of the mixed waste disposal
trenches 31 and 34 located in the 200 West area of Hanford;"
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8. "Any records and documents relating to the contingency plan required pursuant to
Washington Administrative Code Sections 173-303-806, 340, 350, 355 or 360, federal
hazardous waste law (RCRA), or the federal Superfund law (CERCLA) and the
Superfund Amendments and Reauthorization Act of 1986, or any other legal requirement,
for the mixed waste disposal trenches 31 and 34 located in the 200 West area of Hanford,
and for the Low-Level Burial Grounds located in the 200 East and 200 West Areas of
Hanford; including, but not limited to

a. The contingency plan proposed when the facility was planned;
b. The contingency plan effective when it was built and became operational;
c. Any contingency plan approved by the Washington Department of Ecology,

and/or US EPA which is in effect today;
d. Any proposed contingency plans submitted to Ecology for revision of the Site-

wide RCRA pennit or for permitting of the Mixed Waste Trenches or the Low-
Level Burial Grounds;

e. All correspondence from Washington Ecology or US EPA relating to deficiencies
in any such application, seeking clarification of application elements, approving
or rejecting any such applications;"~

9. "All records and documents relating to the RCRA interim status of the Low Level Burial
Grounds located in the 200 West and 200 East Areas of Hanford."

For items 4, 6, 7 and 9 the FOIA provides that a request must reasonable describe the records
sought and be made in conformance with the agency's procedural rules before the request shall,
for purposes of the FOJA, be deemed to have been received by the agency. A description of a
requested document would be sufficient if it enabled a professional employee, who was familiar
with the subject area of the request, to locate the record with a reasonable amount of effort.

The DOE regulation that implements the FOIA provides, at 10 CFR 1004.4(c) (1), that a request
"must enable the Department to identify and locate the records sought by a process that is not
unreasonably burdensome or disruptive of DOE operations." The regulation fuirther states that,
where possible, specific information regarding dates, titles, file designations, offices to be
searched, and other information that may help identify the records should be supplied by the
requester.

For these items, there are conceivably hundreds of thousands of documents that may be
responsive and these items of your request are overly broad. For items 4, 7 and 9, documents
date back to the early 1990's and for item 6, back to 1980. If you need assistance to formulate
these items of your request to comply with the FOIA, please contact me at (509) 376-6288. If I
do not hear from you or receive a reformulated request for these items within 10 days from the
date of this letter, no further agency action will be taken.

Regarding the remaining items of your request, a search has been started for the information you
have requested. Within the next four weeks we will either notify you of the outcome of our
search or the availability of the information you have requested.
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If you have any questions regarding your request, please contact me at our address above or on
(509) 376-6288.

Sincerely,

Dorothy Riehie
Freedom of Information Act Officer

OCE:DCR Office of Communications
and External Affairs


