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Manhattan Project

August 1942
Manhattan Engineer 

District established in 

New York

September 1942
Oak Ridge, Tenn., selected 

for uranium production

January 1943
Hanford, Wash., selected for 

plutonium production

September 1944
B Reactor begins operation

November 1942
Los Alamos, NM, selected as bomb 

laboratory

February 1945
Los Alamos receives first plutonium

July 1945
First atomic bomb test at Alamogordo, NM 

(using Hanford plutonium)
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Hanford Site Selection

Railroad ïPasco, 1940

Hydroelectric Power ïGrand Coulee Dam Water ïColumbia River
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Hanford Site Selection
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Hanford ïPlutonium Production Cycle

Irradiated Fuels 

Processing Plants
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February 2010Fuel Fabrication ï300 Area

Å Manufacturing and research & 
development facilities

ï Uranium metal fuel rods fabricated for use in 
Hanfordôs production reactors 

ï R&D work done to improve production rates

ï R&D work on sodium cooled reactor 
components and materials
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Plutonium Production Reactors

Å 3 Reactors built in WWII

Å 9 total built from 1943 ï1963

Å Last reactor shut down 
(N Reactor) in 1980s

Reactor Face


