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U.S. Department of Energy
Prospective Offerors:

Thank you for your interest in the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE), Office of River Protection Request for Proposal (RFP) Solicitation No. DE-RP27-00RV14136 to design, construct, and commission the Waste Treatment and Immobilization Plant (WTP) to treat and immobilize Hanford tank waste .

On July 31, 2000, DOE issued a draft solicitation for questions and comment by Prospective Offerors and other interested parties.  We appreciate your response and recommendations on how to improve the solicitation.  DOE thoughtfully considered your recommendations and made appropriate revisions to this solicitation consistent with programmatic and acquisition objectives.

The solicitation demonstrates DOE’s continuing commitment to provide for full and open competition.  Primary examples of DOE actions to improve competition include:

· The interim design effort and continuing technology development work have been moved from the former Tank Waste Remediation System Privatization Contractor to the Hanford Tank Farm Contractor, and will continue during the interim period prior to Contract award.

· The Hanford Tank Farm Contractor will not be allowed to Offer under this Solicitation.

· The major technology development and demonstration subcontractors are available to the Offerors on a non-exclusive basis.

· Providing the WTP Conceptual Design, supporting information, and the Government Fair Cost Estimate on our solicitation website for use by all Offerors.

· Restructuring the evaluation factors to focus on the principal effort required by the Contract, to design and construct the WTP.

One important change from the draft solicitation is in the requirement to provide a cost and fee proposal.  In order to create a level playing field for all prospective Offerors on this aggressive acquisition schedule, DOE will provide the WTP Target Cost Estimate for the project and require that Offerors provide the requested cost and fee information.  

Additional information on some of the more significant changes between the draft and final solicitation are provided as an enclosure to this letter.

Prospective Offerors may submit questions or comments on the solicitation via e-mail to 
Michael K. Barrett, Contracting Officer, at michael_k_barrett@rl.gov.  Each question and comment that is submitted by September 14, 2000, will receive response from DOE.  The questions and DOE response will be posted on the solicitation website on a periodic basis.  
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Questions and comments submitted after September 14, 2000, may not be answered and may not be a basis for any amendment to the solicitation.  DOE requests your support in early question submittal to ensure that responses are timely and Offerors are afforded the maximum time to prepare their proposals.

The official solicitation website for this acquisition can be found at: http://www.hanford.gov/orp/procure/solicitations.html.  This website will be the sole distribution medium for the solicitation and will be used to provide all pertinent acquisition information, including project background, the project acquisition plan, solicitation, any amendments or clarifications, questions and answers, and other related information.  Interested Offerors are strongly encouraged to frequently check this website for new information.  No paper or electronic copies of this solicitation will be distributed by DOE.  

Offerors should read the solicitation carefully.  The solicitation replaces and supersedes the draft solicitation in its entirety.  Any representations or statements in this cover letter and its enclosure are for informational purposes only.  If there are any conflicts between the solicitation, this cover letter, and/or the enclosure to this cover letter, the solicitation shall govern. 

DOE remains firmly committed to maintaining the aggressive acquisition schedule established for the WTP, resulting in a Contract award in January 2001.  We look forward to receiving offers for this important project as part of our overall effort to build and operate a waste treatment plant to remediate Hanford tank waste.


Sincerely,


/s/


Leif Erickson, Chairperson


Source Evaluation Board
Enclosure

Office of River Protection


P.O. Box 550P.O. Box 450


�Richland, Washington  99352








