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PURPOSE This glossary provides a list of terms and definitions used in the Safety 

and Health (S&H) Program manual.  The parenthetical references identify 
specific practices where these terms may be found, but may not be all-
inclusive. 

 
TERM Definition 
A-WEIGHTED SOUND PRESSURE 
LEVEL 

see dBA 
 
 

ABRASIVE BLASTING The forcible application of an abrasive to a surface by 
pneumatic or hydraulic pressure or by centrifugal 
force.  (Practice MSC-PRAC-30506, Abrasive Blasting 
Operations) 
 

ACCLIMATIZATION The gradual adaptation of an individual to a hot 
environment.  The degree to which a worker is 
acclimatized to hot environments directly affects how 
well the body tolerates heat load.  Age, gender, and 
physical fitness affect the period of time for 
acclimation to occur.  Acclimatization can usually be 
achieved after 5 to 7 days of graduated exposure in the 
hot environment.  (Practice MSC-PRAC-30505, Heat 
Stress Program) 
 

ACTION LEVEL The concentration of a non-carcinogenic airborne 
contaminant or physical agent that is usually 
50 percent of the established threshold limit value 
(TLV) or permissible exposure limit (PEL) for that 
contaminant or agent, or the concentration of a known 
or suspected carcinogen that is consistent with 
ALARA principles (usually <10 percent of the 
TLV/PEL).  Some contaminants have action levels 
established by standards/regulations that may be 
greater or less than 50 percent of allowable limits.  
(Practice MSC-PRAC-30502, Industrial Hygiene 
Program Requirements) 
 

ADEQUATE WARNING 
PROPERTIES 
 

A contaminant having a noticeable odor or irritant at 
concentrations less than the exposure limit.  (Practice 
MSC-PRAC-30510, Respiratory Protection) 
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ADMINISTRATIVE CONTROLS Work practices requiring human compliance designed 
to confine exposure to hazards to within exposure 
limits.  (Practice MSC-PRAC-30502, Industrial 
Hygiene Program Requirements) 
 

AERIAL LIFT Vehicle-mounted aerial devices used to elevate 
personnel for worksites aboveground, including the 
following: 
 
• Extensible and articulating boom platforms 
• Aerial ladders 
• Vertical towers 
• A combination of any of the above 
 
NOTE:  These devices are considered aerial lifts 
regardless of rotating capacity or power source. 
 
(Practice MSC-PRAC-30478, Elevating Work 
Platforms and Aerial Lifts) 
 

AFFECTED 
WORKER 

A worker whose job requires him or her to be in an 
area where equipment or system(s) have been 
deenergized under the Lockout/Tagout program.  An 
affected worker does not do work under a 
lockout/tagout.  (Refer to DOE-0343, Hanford Site 
Lockout/Tagout.) 
 

ALARA (As Low As Reasonably 
Achievable) 

An approach to employee protection to maintain and 
control individual and collective exposures to the 
workforce and general public to levels as low as is 
reasonable.  This approach considers social, technical, 
economic, practical, and public policy needs.  ALARA 
is not an exposure limit, it is a method to achieve and 
maintain dose and contamination at levels below 
allowable limits with consideration for operations, 
cost, and an expectation of an overall benefit from the 
operation.  (Practice MSC-PRAC-30502, Industrial 
Hygiene Program Requirements) 
 

ALARA COMMITTEE A multi-disciplined, facility/organization-specific 
committee chaired by an ALARA committee 
chairperson or POC, responsible for the development, 
implementation, and documentation of the facility-, 
project-, or organization-specific ALARA Program.  
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The committee should comprise a mixture of line 
management, workers, and professional employees 
from the following work groups:  operations, 
maintenance, radiological control, engineering, 
planning, scheduling, production, research, waste 
minimization, and training.  (Refer to practice MSC-
PRAC-30502, Industrial Hygiene Program 
Requirements) 
 

ANCHORAGE POINT A secure point of attachment on the independent 
structure to which the personal fall arrest 
system (PFAS) is attached.  Normally positioned at or 
above the employee shoulders.  (Practice MSC-PRAC-
30472, Fall Protection) 
 

APPROVED The manufacturer or a nationally recognized testing 
laboratory (such as Underwriters Laboratory [UL] or 
Factory Mutual [FM]), or other recognized 
independent engineering or testing organization, 
certifies that the unit meets the strength, stability, or 
special requirements.  (Several practices) 
 

APPROVED CONTAINER A container listed by Underwriters Laboratory or 
tested and approved by Factory Mutual for storing 
flammable and combustible liquids; more commonly 
known as a “safety can.”  (Practice MSC-PRAC-
30473, Hazardous Materials and 
Flammable/Combustible Liquids) 
 

APPROVED RESPIRATOR Devices that are certified by the National Institute for 
Safety and Health (NIOSH)/Mine Safety and Heath 
Administration (MSHA).  (Practice MSC-PRAC-
30510, Respiratory Protection) 
 

ASBESTOS CONSTRUCTION 
WORK 

Efforts involving stripping, encapsulation, boring, 
cutting, drilling, and other work activities on asbestos-
containing material, such as insulation, pipe, walls, 
ceilings, structural member(s), transite siding, concrete 
pipe, floor tile, gasket material, boilers, ducts.  
(Practice MSC-PRAC-30503, Asbestos Control and 
Management) 
 



Hanford Mission Support Contract
 

Glossary 
 
MSC-PRAC-30451, Rev. 0 Effective Date:  January 8, 2010 Page 4 of 27 

 

NOTE: Before each use, check MSC Docs Online to ensure this copy is current.  

 

ATMOSPHERIC TESTING 
PERSON (ATP) 
 

One who is qualified to perform atmospheric testing of 
confined spaces.  (Practice MSC-PRAC-30512, 
Confined Space Entry) 
 

ATTENDANT A trained individual stationed at the entrance of a 
permit-required confined space to monitor the 
operation and take required actions to safeguard the 
occupants during entry operations.  (Practice MSC-
PRAC-30512, Confined Space Entry) 
 

AUDIOGRAM A chart, graph, or table presenting the results from an 
audiometric test, showing an individual’s hearing 
threshold levels as a function of frequency.  (Practice 
MSC-PRAC-30504, Hearing Protection) 
 

AUTHORIZED ENTRANT A trained individual who has been authorized to enter 
a permit-required confined space by the entry 
supervisor and has signed the entry log.  (Practice 
MSC-PRAC-30512, Confined Space Entry) 
 

AUTHORIZED WORKER A person who performs construction, demolition, 
repair, service, or maintenance on machinery 
or equipment and has completed mandatory training on 
the Lockout/Tagout program.  Only an authorized 
worker installs and removes his or her own danger tag 
and lock.  (Refer to DOE-0343, Hanford Site 
Lockout/Tagout) 
 

BASELINE 
AUDIOGRAM 

An audiogram against which future audiograms are 
compared.  (Practice MSC-PRAC-30504, Hearing 
Protection) 
 

BLAST CLEANING ROOM A complete enclosure in which abrasive blasting 
operations are performed.  (Practice MSC-PRAC-
30506, Abrasive Blasting Operations) 
 

BONDING A wire conductor used to ensure electrical conductivity 
between metal parts.  (Practice MSC-PRAC-30473, 
Hazardous Materials and Flammable/Combustible 
Liquids) 
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BOOM-SUPPORTED ELEVATING 
WORK PLATFORM 

A type of aerial lift commonly known as the “JLG” 
manlift.  (Practice MSC-PRAC-30478, Elevating Work 
Platforms and Aerial Lifts) 
 

CARCINOGEN Any substance that causes or is suspected to cause the 
development of cancerous growths in living tissue and 
is listed by any of the following: 
 
• International Agency for Research on Cancer 
• National Toxicology Program 
• American Conference of Governmental Industrial 
Hygienists 
• OSHA 
 
(Practice MSC-PRAC-30502, Industrial Hygiene 
Program Requirements) 
 

COMBUSTIBLE LIQUID 
 

• Class IA liquids include those having a flash point 
at or above 37.8 EC (100 EF) 

• Class II liquids include those having flash points at 
or above 37.8 EC (100 EF) and below 60 EC (140 EF). 

• Class IIIA liquids include those having flash points 
at or above 60 EC (140 EF) and below 93 EC (200 EF). 

• Class IIIB liquids include those having flash points 
at or above 93 EC (200 EF) 

(Practice MSC-PRAC-30473, Hazardous Materials 
and Flammable/Combustible Liquids) 
 

COMPETENT PERSON One who is capable of identifying existing and 
predictable hazards in the surroundings, or working 
conditions that are unsanitary, hazardous, or dangers to 
employees, and who has authorization to take prompt, 
corrective measures to eliminate them.  A Competent 
Person is also one who has extensive 
knowledge/experience in a particular activity or job 
function as well as knowledge of procedural and 
regulatory requirements.  Documentation and data to 
establish this are required and must be on file at the 
project.  (Practice MSC-PRAC-30452, Program 
General Requirements  and several other practices) 
 



Hanford Mission Support Contract
 

Glossary 
 
MSC-PRAC-30451, Rev. 0 Effective Date:  January 8, 2010 Page 6 of 27 

 

NOTE: Before each use, check MSC Docs Online to ensure this copy is current.  

 

CONFINED SPACE A confined space is space that has all of the following 
characteristics: 
 
• Large enough, and so configured, that an employee 
can bodily enter and perform assigned work. 
 
• Limited or restricted means for entry or exit. 
 
• Not designed for continuous employee occupancy. 
 
(Practice MSC-PRAC-30512, Confined Space Entry) 
 

 A “permit-required” confined space (permit space) 
means a confined space that has one or more of the 
following characteristics: 
 
• Contains or has a potential to contain a hazardous 
atmosphere, 
 

 • Oxygen concentration less than 19.5 percent or 
greater than 23.5 percent. 
 

 • Flammable gases, vapors, or mists present in 
concentrations greater than 10 percent of their lower 
flammability limit (LFL). 
 

 • Airborne combustible dust at concentrations greater 
than or equal to its LFL. 
 

 • Toxic, corrosive, or asphyxiant substances present 
in airborne concentrations that exceed, or have a 
reasonable potential to exceed, the applicable 
permissible exposure limit (PEL) or ACGIH threshold 
limit values (TLV).  (Practice MSC-PRAC-30512, 
Confined Space Entry). 
 
• Contains a material that has the potential for 
engulfing an entrant, 
 
• Has an internal configuration such that an entrant 
could be trapped or asphyxiated by inwardly 
converging walls or by a floor that slopes downward 
and tapers to a smaller cross-section, or 
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• Contains any other recognized serious safety or 
health hazard. 
 

CONSTRUCTION MANAGER Refers to the highest ranking, in-residence field 
manager on a construction project or work activity.  
For MSA, this is an official job title.  For 
subcontractors this position may be held by the 
superintendent, project manager, vice-president or any 
number of other titled managers/supervisors.  (Several 
practices) 
 

CONSTRUCTION 
Supervisor/Superintendent 

An MSA or subcontractor/sub-tier contractor 
employee having the responsibility to manage and 
oversee the field activities involved in executing a 
construction (sub) contract.  Refered to as the 
Superintendent, general foreman, foreman, “lead” 
person, or other designated leader of a group of 
employees (usually reports to a manager, director or 
other higher-level company official. (Several 
practices) 
 

CONTAINER Any bag, barrel, bottle, box, can, cylinder, drum, 
vessel, tank, tank truck, or rail car that contains a 
hazardous chemical.  (Piping systems or pipes are not 
considered containers for the purpose of the hazard 
warning labels, but must be identified as to their 
content.) 
 
• Secondary Containers:  Those that are filled from an 
original container. 
 
• Subsequent Containers:  Those that are filled from a 
secondary container. 
 
NOTE:  Secondary and subsequent containers are 
usually of decreasing volume to facilitate field use. 
 
(Practice MSC-PRAC-30509, Hazard 
Communication) 
 

CONTRACTOR See subcontractor 
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CONTROLLING 
ORGANIZATION-QUALIFIED 
WORKER 

A worker who has completed the training to the 
Lockout/Tagout program and implements any part of 
the controlling organization’s program.  This worker 
becomes an authorized worker when performing 
construction, demolition, service, or maintenance on 
equipment deenergized under the Lock and Tag 
program and after receiving authorized worker 
training.  (Refer to DOE-0336, Hanford Site 
Lockout/Tagout) 
 

COOL DOWN AREA A rest area normally located as close to the worksite as 
possible, where workers can periodically enter to cool 
down after working in hot environments.  As a 
guideline only, areas should be shaded and maintained 
cooler than the work area.  (Practice MSC-PRAC-
30505, Heat Stress Program) 
 

CORE BODY TEMPERATURE Internal body temperature.  Both American Conference 
of Governmental Industrial Hygienists (ACGIH) and 
National Institute for Safety and Health (NIOSH) cite 
a core body temperature of 38 ˚C (100.4 ˚F) as the 
limit for daily, prolonged work under heat stress 
conditions.  (Practice MSC-PRAC-30505, Heat Stress 
Program) 
 

dBA (A-WEIGHTED SOUND 
PRESSURE LEVEL) 

Sound pressure level measured on the “A” frequency 
weighting scale of a standard sound level meter.  This 
scale approximates the response of the human ear to 
noise at lower levels by selectively responding to 
higher sound frequencies (which are more damaging 
than lower frequencies).  (Practice MSC-PRAC-30504, 
Hearing Protection) 
 

DE MINIMUS VIOLATION Violation of safety and health standards that has no 
direct or immediate relationship to safety and health of 
personnel.  (Practice MSC-PRAC-30460, Safety and 
Health Compliance Inspection and Management 
Walkthroughs) 
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DECIBEL (dB) Unit for expressing the relative sound pressure level on 
a logarithmic scale from zero for the average least 
perceptible sound to about 130 for the average pain 
level.  (Practice MSC-PRAC-30504, Hearing 
Protection) 
 

DISASTER An “event overturning the normal order or systems of 
things” such as major fire or explosion, hazardous 
chemical spill, serious injury to 1 or more persons, or 
an “Act of God” resulting in the serious loss of 
property or the creation of a hazard to life.  It does not 
include strikes, riots, or civil disorders.  (Practice 
MSC-PRAC-30459, Emergency Preparedness) 
 

ELEVATING WORK PLATFORM A work platform consisting of a floor and guardrail 
system permanently attached to a raising or lowering 
mechanism.  The platform mounts on a base unit that 
provides structural stability, mechanisms, for raising 
and lowering the platform, and sometimes a drive unit 
for relocating the unit to another workplace.  The 
system is used to provide approved work platforms for 
personnel working at heights.  (Practice MSC-PRAC-
30484, Material Handling and Storage) 
 

EMERGENCY An unexpected, serious occurrence or situation 
urgently requiring prompt action, including fires, 
explosions, or releases of a hazardous substance to air, 
land, or water.  Emergencies, identified as the most 
serious category of occurrence, require an increased 
alert status for onsite personnel and, in specified cases, 
for offsite authorities.  (Practice MSC-PRAC-30459, 
Emergency Preparedness) 
 

ENGINEERING CONTROLS Ventilation, isolation, guarding, material substitution, 
limit switches, and other feasible means for 
minimizing exposure to hazards.  (Practice MSC-
PRAC-30452, Program General Requirements  and 
MSC-PRAC-30502, Industrial Hygiene Program 
Requirements) 
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ENTRY The action by which a person passes through an 
opening into a confined space.  Entry is considered to 
have occurred as soon as any part of entrant’s body 
breaks the plane of an opening into the space.  
(Practice MSC-PRAC-30512, Confined Space Entry) 
 

ENTRY SUPERVISOR The trained, Qualified Person responsible for ensuring 
that acceptable entry conditions are present at a permit 
required confined space into which entry is planned, 
for authorizing and overseeing entries, and for 
terminating entries.  (Practice MSC-PRAC-30512, 
Confined Space Entry) 
 

ENTRY TEAM The entry supervisor, attendant, authorized entrant, or 
atmospheric testing person who have been trained to 
perform assigned duties related to permit required 
confined space entry.  (Practice MSC-PRAC-30512, 
Confined Space Entry) 
 

EQUIPMENT OPERATOR Those persons operating or driving equipment 
including, but not limited to, hoisting equipment (such 
as boom trucks, cherry pickers, cranes, air tuggers, 
fork lift trucks, and aerial lifts), loaders, backhoes, and 
heavy construction motor vehicles (such as buses, 
flatbed trucks, graders, pans, and semi-tractors).  
(Practices MSC-PRAC-30476, Motorized 
Equipment;MSC-PRAC-30477, Hoisting and Rigging; 
and MSC-PRAC-30478, Elevating Work Platforms 
and Aerial) 
 

ESCAPE PROVISION An auxiliary self-contained supply of respirable air, 
with at least a 5-minute supply of air used in 
conjunction with an airline respirator.  (Practice MSC-
PRAC-30510, Respiratory Protection) 
 

EVENT An unplanned “happening” related to a safety or health 
issue resulting in a “near miss,” damage to property, or 
injury/illness.  (Practice MSC-PRAC-30467, Event 
Investigating and Reporting) 
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EXCAVATION Any ground breaking with power equipment or hand 
tools including removal or penetration of slabs on 
grade and blacktop.  Scanning by appropriate means is 
completed for all excavations.  (Practice MSC-PRAC-
30513, Occupational Ergonomics) 
 

EXCEPTION An interim release from a prescribed MSA 
requirement.  (Practice MSC-PRAC-30452, Program 
General Requirements) 
 

EXPOSED PARTS Energized electrical parts capable of being 
inadvertently touched or of being approached closer 
than a safe distance (see Table 1 in the practice) by a 
person.  It is applied to parts not suitably guarded, 
isolated, or insulated.  (Practice MSC-PRAC-30488, 
Electrical Work Safety) 
 

EXPOSURE The level of a hazardous agent (nonradioactive 
material) in excess of the prescribed levels to which an 
employee is subjected.  (Practice MSC-PRAC-30509, 
Hazard Communication) 
 

FACILITY MANAGER The individual that exercises institutional control over 
a specific building, facility, or location.  (Practice 
MSC-PRAC-30512, Confined Space Entry and others) 
 

FALL PREVENTION A means used to prevent falls to a different level or on 
the same level.  (Practice MSC-PRAC-30472, Fall 
Protection) 
 

FALL PROTECTION Personal equipment designed to eliminate or 
effectively control fall hazards.  (Practice MSC-
PRAC-30472, Fall Protection) 
 

FIELD ACTIVITIES Prejob walkthroughs, inspections, evaluations, 
oversight activities, data gathering visits, and 
construction-related activities performed on or off the 
Hanford Site in nonoffice locations.  Walking to and 
from areas, offices, or buildings in field locations does 
not constitute a field activity under this definition.  
(Practice MSC-PRAC-30462, Prejob Safety Planning) 
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FLAMMABLE LIQUID A liquid having a flash point below 37.8 EC (100 EF) 
and having a vapor pressure not exceeding 275 kPa 
absolute (40 psia) at 37.8 EC (100 EF). 
 
• Class IA includes those liquids having flash points 
below 22.8 EC (73 EF) and having a boiling point 
below 37.8 EC (100 EF). 
 
• Class IB includes those liquids having flash points 
below 22.8 EC (73 EF) and having a boiling point at or 
above 37.8 EC (100 EF). 
 
•   Class IC includes those liquids having flash points 
at or above 22.8 EC (73 EF) and below 37.8 EC 
(100 EF).Class II includes those liquids having flash 
points above 37.8 EC (100 EF) and below 60.0 EC 
(140 EF). 
 
(Practice MSC-PRAC-30473, Hazardous Materials 
and Flammable/Combustible Liquids) 
 

FLAMMABLE LIQUID STORAGE 
CABINETS 

A cabinet built solely for flammable or combustible 
liquid storage in accordance with requirements of the 
National Fire Protection Association.  Cabinets are 
Underwriters Laboratory listed, Factory Mutual 
approved, or acceptable to the MSA Safety and Health 
department.  (Practice MSC-PRAC-30473, Hazardous 
Materials and Flammable/Combustible Liquids) 
 

FLOOR HOLE An opening measuring less than 305 millimeters 
(12 inches), but more than 25 millimeters (1 inch) in 
its smallest dimension in any floor, roof, or platform 
through which materials may fall.  (Practice MSC-
PRAC-30495, Floor Openings, Open Sides, Ramps, 
and Hatchways) 
 

FLOOR OPENING An opening measuring 305 millimeters (12 inches) or 
more in its smallest dimension in any floor, roof, or 
platform through which a person may fall.  (Practice 
MSC-PRAC-30495, Floor Openings, Open Sides, 
Ramps, and Hatchways) 
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GROUND A conducting connection, whether intentional or 
accidental, between an electric circuit or equipment 
and the earth (or to some conducting body which 
serves in place of the earth).  (Practice MSC-PRAC-
30488, Electrical Work Safety) 
 

GROUND-FAULT CIRCUIT 
INTERRUPTER (GFCI) 

A device whose function is to interrupt the electrical 
current to the load when a fault current to ground 
exceeds 5 milliamps (value that is less than that 
required to operate the over-current protective device 
of the supply circuit).  (Practice MSC-PRAC-30488, 
Electrical Work Safety) 
 

GUARDRAIL SYSTEM A vertical barrier, normally consisting of, but not 
limited to, an assembly of toprails, midrails, and posts 
to prevent employees from falling to lower levels or 
into dangerous equipment.  (Practice MSC-PRAC-
30472, Fall Protection) 
 

HAZARDOUS MATERIAL LABEL A tag or sticker which indicates the MSDS number, 
the hazard category (health, flammability, reactivity), 
the hazard severity, trade name, and target organ for a 
chemical.  (Practice MSC-PRAC-30509, Hazard 
Communication) 
 

HAZARDOUS MATERIAL/ 
SUBSTANCE 

A material or substance that is determined to be 
physically or chemically deleterious to the health or 
well-being of an individual because of its toxic, 
reactive, flammable, or carcinogenic nature, or to the 
environment if not properly managed.  For the most 
part, a list of these materials may be found in 
29 CFR 1910, Subpart Z, and the latest edition of the 
American Conference of Governmental Industrial 
Hygienists’ “Threshold Limit Values” booklet.  
(Practice MSC-PRAC-30473, Hazardous Materials 
and Flammable/Combustible Liquids  and several 
other practices) 
 

HAZARDOUS MATERIAL/ 
SUBSTANCE 
STORAGE AREA 

A place of accumulation of hazardous materials in 
quantities greater than a 1-day supply.  (Practice MSC-
PRAC-30473, Hazardous Materials and 
Flammable/Combustible Liquids) 
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HEALTH HAZARD Any material, substance, or chemical for which there is 
statistically significant evidence that acute or chronic 
health effects may occur in exposed employees.  The 
term includes chemicals that are carcinogens, toxic, 
irritants, corrosives, sensitizers, hepatotoxins, 
nephrotoxins, neurotoxins, and agents that damage the 
lungs, eyes, skin, or mucous membranes.  (Practice 
MSC-PRAC-30509, Hazard Communication) 
 

HEAT STRESS The total heat load on the body that results from 
exposure to external sources and from internal 
metabolic heat production due to physical work.  It 
occurs when the body produces or gains more heat 
than it is capable of giving off or losing.  Contributing 
environmental factors affecting the potential for heat 
stress include air temperature, humidity, radiant heat 
exchange, and air movement.  (Practice MSC-PRAC-
30505, Heat Stress Program) 
 

HEAT EXHAUSTION A heat disorder recognized by profuse sweating, 
weakness, rapid pulse, dizziness, nausea, and 
headache.  The skin is cool and sometimes pale and 
clammy with sweat.  Body temperature is normal to 
subnormal, and nausea, vomiting, and unconsciousness 
may occur.  (Practice MSC-PRAC-30505, Heat Stress 
Program) 
 

HEAT STROKE A life-threatening heat disorder characterized by 
diminished or absent sweating.  The skin is hot, dry, 
and flushed.  Increased core body temperature that if 
uncontrolled may lead to delirium, convulsions, coma, 
and even death.  Medical care is urgently needed.  
(Practice MSC-PRAC-30505, Heat Stress Program) 
 

HOT ENVIRONMENT A work area where 1 or more of the following factors 
may exist, creating the potential for heat stress; high 
temperature/humidity, sources of significant radiant 
heat, or use of protective clothing that impedes sweat 
evaporation.  (Practice MSC-PRAC-30505, Heat 
Stress Program) 
 

HUMAN FACTORS 
ENGINEERING 

The application of information from the biological and 
behavioral sciences to the design or redesign of 
components and systems as a means of better tailoring 
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jobs to people in order to improve safety and 
performance.  (Practice MSC-PRAC-30513, 
Occupational Ergonomics) 
 

IMMEDIATE DANGER TO LIFE 
AND HEALTH (IDLH) 
 

Any atmosphere that poses an immediate hazard to 
life, or produces or may produce immediate 
irreversible debilitating effects on health, or is oxygen-
deficient.  (Practice MSC-PRAC-30510, Respiratory 
Protection) 
 

IMMINENT DANGER Any condition or practice that is a danger and could 
reasonably be expected to cause death or serious 
physical harm immediately.  (Practice MSC-PRAC-
30460, Safety and Health Compliance Inspection and 
Management Walkthroughs) 
 

INSULATED An elevating work platform and part of the boom are 
electrically isolated from the rest of the vehicle so that 
the equipment can be used to work on energized 
electrical circuits or equipment.  Insulated equipment 
must be certified by the manufacturer and labeled or 
marked.  (Practice MSC-PRAC-30478, Elevating 
Work Platforms and Aerial Lifts) 
 

JOB SAFETY ANALYSIS (JSA) An evaluation of the component parts of any method 
or process for the following purposes: 
 
• To identify the hazards associated with each step or 
task. 
 
• To implement solutions to eliminate, nullify, or 
reduce to a minimum the exposure to such hazards. 
 
• To determine the training or qualifications of those 
who are to perform the work. 
 
(Practice MSC-PRAC-30462, Prejob Safety Planning) 
 

KEY SUPERVISOR A subcontractor’s designated Safety and Health 
representative.  (At least 1 qualified key supervisor, for 
each contract, is named and available on the Hanford 
Site at all times when work is being performed.)  
(Practice MSC-PRAC-30456, Contractor Safety and 
Health Interaction) 
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MAJOR SUB-TIER 
CONTRACTOR 

Refers to those sub-tier contractors that meet, but are 
not limited to, 1 or more of the following criteria: 
 
• Sub-tier’s portion is a significant part of the work 
scope of the contract in regards to cost and/or the 
duration of the onsite work is anticipated to be 1 week 
or more. 
 
• Sub-tier’s employees are routinely exposed to 
occupational hazards such as falls, trenching, etc. 
 
• Sub-tier has 4 or more employees working onsite on 
the contract. 
 
• Sub-tier’s employees are working in multiple 
locations on 1 contract. 
 
(Practice MSC-PRAC-30463, Subcontractor Safety 
Performance Program) 
 

MANIFEST The shipping document otherwise known as the 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Uniform 
Hazardous Waste Manifest.  This shipping document 
is used to identify the quantity, composition, origin, 
routing, and disposition of a hazardous waste while it 
is being transported to a point of transfer, disposal, 
treatment, or storage.  (Practice MSC-PRAC-30473, 
Hazardous Materials and Flammable/Combustible 
Liquids) 
 

MANLIFT A type of elevating work platform commonly known 
as the “JLG” type manlift.  The operating features 
include extendable booms, rotating carriages, and the 
ability to move in 3-dimensions.  Shelf stockers are 
included in this group.  (Practice MSC-PRAC-30478, 
Elevating Work Platforms and Aerial Lifts) 
 

MANUFACTURER’S LABEL Written, printed, or graphic material displayed on or 
affixed to containers of hazardous chemicals in 
accordance with applicable regulations.  (Practice 
MSC-PRAC-30509, Hazard Communication) 
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MATERIAL SAFETY DATA 
SHEET (MSDS) 

A document describing the properties, hazards, 
precautions and protective measures, and other 
information pertaining to a hazardous chemical 
prepared in accordance with applicable regulations.  
(Practice MSC-PRAC-30509, Hazard 
Communication) 
 

MAXIMUM INTENDED LOAD The total of all persons, equipment, tools, materials, 
transmitted loads, and other loads reasonably 
anticipated to be applied to a component at any one 
time.  (Practice MSC-PRAC-30482, Scaffolds) 
 

MOTORIZED EQUIPMENT Self-propelled equipment not designed and licensed 
for transportation on the public roads or highways.  
Such equipment includes, but is not limited to, 
material handling equipment (such as forklifts, loaders, 
or backhoes).  (Practice MSC-PRAC-30476, 
Motorized Equipment) 
 

NEAR MISS An unplanned action occurs (or a necessary action is 
omitted) having the potential to cause injury, illness, 
property damage, disruption of an operational process, 
or significant financial loss.  (Practice MSC-PRAC-
30467, Event Investigating and Reporting) 
 

NIP POINT A device that encloses the pulley and is provided with 
rounded or rolled edge slots through which a belt 
passes.  (Practice MSC-PRAC-30485, Machinery and 
Machine Guarding) 
 

NOISE (HAZARDOUS NOISE) 
 

Noise levels equal to or exceeding 85 dBA TWA or an 
equivalent noise dose.  (Practice MSC-PRAC-30504, 
Hearing Protection) 
 

NON-PERMIT CONFINED SPACE A confined space that does not contain or, with respect to 
atmospheric hazards, have the potential to contain any 
hazard capable of causing death or serious physical harm.  
(Practice MSC-PRAC-30512, Confined Space Entry) 
 

NONSERIOUS VIOLATION Situations in which the accident or illness that would be 
most likely to result from a hazardous condition would 
probably not cause death or serious physical harm but 
would have a direct and immediate relationship to the 
safety and health of employees.  (Practice MSC-PRAC-
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30460, Safety and Health Compliance Inspection and 
Management Walkthroughs) 
 

NOISE REDUCTION RATING 
(NRR) 

The amount of attenuation in decibels provided by 
hearing protectors with individual pure tones in a test 
chamber without echoes or reflections.  This number 
must be adjusted downward in consideration of actual 
noise exposure situations.  (Practice MSC-PRAC-
30504, Hearing Protection) 
 

NUISANCE DUSTS Airborne particulates containing no asbestos fibers or 
free-silica in excess of 1 percent and having a permissible 
exposure limit/threshold limit values (PEL/TLV) of 
10 mg/m3 or more.  Excessive concentrations of nuisance 
dusts can result in unpleasant deposits in the eyes, ears, 
and nasal passages, seriously reduce visibility thus 
contributing to other incidents, or cause injury to mucous 
membranes or the skin by mechanical means (including 
vigorous skin-cleaning procedures).  (Practice MSC-
PRAC-30510, Respiratory Protection) 
 

OCCUPATIONAL EXPOSURE Reasonably anticipated skin, eye, mucous membrane, 
or parenteral (piercing mucous membranes or the skin 
barrier through such events as needle sticks, human 
bites, cuts, abrasions, and avulsion) contact with blood 
or other potentially infectious materials that may result 
from the performance of an employee’s duty.   
 
NOTE:  This definition does not apply to occupational 
radiation exposure.  (Practice MSC-PRAC-30511, 
Infectious Disease (Bloodborne Pathogens)) 
 

OPEN STORAGE Storage not using flammable or combustible liquid 
storage enclosures (such as buildings, rooms, or 
cabinets) or approved containers (safety cans).  
(Practice MSC-PRAC-30473, Hazardous Materials 
and Flammable/Combustible Liquids) 
 

OPTIMIZATION 
METHODOLOGY OR COST/ 
BENEFIT ANALYSIS (CBA) 
 

A documented methodology that describes how the 
factors affecting a protection decision (such as social, 
technical, economic, practical, and public policy) are 
assigned values to compare detriment and benefits.  
(Refer to Practice MSC-PRAC-30502, Industrial 
Hygiene Program Requirements) 
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OTHER POTENTIALLY 
INFECTIOUS MATERIALS 

Any body fluid that is visibly contaminated with blood 
and all body fluids in situations where it is difficult or 
impossible to differentiate between body fluids and 
any unfixed tissue or organ (other than intact skin).  
(Practice MSC-PRAC-30511, Infectious Disease 
(Bloodborne Pathogens)) 
 

OXIDIZER A chemical which supplies oxygen in a chemical 
reaction.  (Practice MSC-PRAC-30473, Hazardous 
Materials and Flammable/Combustible Liquids) 
 

OXYGEN DEFICIENT An atmosphere having an oxygen concentration less 
than 19.5 percent but more than 18 percent by volume.  
(Practice MSC-PRAC-30510, Respiratory Protection) 
 

OXYGEN-DEFICIENT-IDLH An atmosphere having an oxygen content of less than 
18 percent by volume at sea level.  (Practice MSC-
PRAC-30510, Respiratory Protection) 
 

PARTICULATE FILTER 
RESPIRATOR 

An air-purifying respirator (negative pressure) that 
removes most of the dust or fume from air passing 
through the device.  (Practice MSC-PRAC-30510, 
Respiratory Protection) 
 

PERMISSIBLE EXPOSURE LIMIT 
(PEL) 

The airborne concentration of a chemical substance or 
physical agent to which nearly all workers may be 
repeatedly exposed, day after day, without adverse 
effect (as defined by OSHA).  (Several practices) 
 

PERMIT-REQUIRED CONFINED 
SPACES 
 

See “Confined Space.” 
 

PERSONAL FALL ARREST 
SYSTEM (PFAS) 

A system used to arrest an employee’s fall.  It consists 
of anchorage, connectors, a body belt or body harness 
and may include a lanyard, deceleration device, 
lifeline, or combinations of these.  (Practice MSC-
PRAC-30482, Scaffolds) 
 

PHYSICAL AGENT Potentially harmful conditions such as excessive noise, 
temperature extremes, ionizing radiation, nonionizing 
radiation, vibration, and pressure extremes.  (Practices 
MSC-PRAC-30502, Industrial Hygiene Program 
Requirements  and MSC-PRAC-30509, Hazard 
Communication) 
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PINCH POINT Any point, other than the point of operation, at which 
it is possible for a part of the body to be caught 
between the moving part of a press or auxiliary 
equipment and the rest of the equipment.  (Practice 
MSC-PRAC-30485, Machinery and Machine 
Guarding) 
 

POSITIVE PRESSURE 
RESPIRATOR 
 

A respirator in which the air pressure inside the 
respirator is higher than the air pressure outside the 
respirator.  (Practice MSC-PRAC-30514, Monthly 
Self-Contained Breathing Apparatus (SCBA) 
Inspections) 
 

PREJOB SAFETY PLANNING Evaluating a job (or activity) and hazards by 
considering many factors including the following: 
 
• The environment in which the job will be 
performed. 
 
• The facility where the job will be performed. 
 
• The equipment and material required. 
 
• The safety procedures applicable to the job. 
 
• The training requirements for individuals assigned 
to perform the work. 
 
• The level of management control. 
 
• The proximity of emergency contacts.  (The name 
or title and telephone or PAX number of an operational 
emergency contact should be included on the prejob 
planning document where applicable.)   
 
(Practice MSC-PRAC-30462, Prejob Safety Planning) 
 

PREJOB SAFETY PLANNING 
DOCUMENT 

Either of the following primary documents; Job Safety 
Analysis, or Hazardous Waste Operations Plan.  The 
primary prejob safety planning documents may also 
include fall protection plan, roof assessment, 
radiological work permit, excavation permit, 
welding/cutting/burning permit, etc.  (Practice MSC-
PRAC-30462, Prejob Safety Planning) 
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PROGRAM SAFETY AND 
HEALTH 

The MSA functional support organization responsible 
for general, administrative, and programmatic 
activities at the “corporate level” in support of one or 
more projects. 
 

PROTECTION FACTOR The ratio of the ambient concentration of an airborne 
substance in the breathing zone of the wearer to the 
concentration of the substance inside a respirator.  The 
protection factor is a measure of the degree of 
protection provided by a respirator to the wearer.  
(Practice MSC-PRAC-30510, Respiratory Protection) 
 

PROTECTION FACTOR 
ASSIGNED 
 

Set values assigned by the governing regulations or 
requirement for the specific project.  (Practice MSC-
PRAC-30510, Respiratory Protection) 
 

QUALIFIED PERSON One who has specific knowledge, training, experience, 
and familiarity with the construction and operation of 
equipment and hazards involved; further, this person 
has the authorization to make decisions that affect the 
safety of others.  This person must also be familiar 
with the proper use of special precautionary techniques 
for the task to be done, personal protective equipment 
(PPE), insulation and shielding materials, and 
insulated tools and test equipment.  This person, by 
possession of a recognized degree, certificate, or 
professional standing, or who by extensive knowledge, 
training and experience has successfully demonstrated 
his/her ability to solve or resolve problems related to 
scaffolding. 
 
Trainees may be considered Qualified Persons for the 
performance of certain duties if they meet all of the 
following: 
 
• Are undergoing on-the-job training. 
• Have demonstrated ability to perform their duties 
safely to their level of training. 
• Are under the direct supervision of a Qualified 
Person.   
 
(Several practices) 
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RADIATION WORKER (also 
RADIOLOGICAL WORKER) 

An occupational worker whose job assignment 
requires work on, with, or in the proximity of 
radiation-producing machines or radioactive materials, 
and/or who has the potential of being routinely 
exposed above 0.1 rem (.001 Sv) per year, which is the 
sum of the annual effective dose equivalent from 
external irradiation, and the committed effective dose 
equivalent from internal irradiation.  (Practice MSC-
PRAC-30502, Industrial Hygiene Program 
Requirements) 
 

REACTIVITY Capacity of a substance to react with other materials, 
perhaps involving the rapid or uncontrolled release of 
energy in the form of heat or pressure, and/or the 
release of highly hazardous substances.  (Practice 
MSC-PRAC-30473, Hazardous Materials and 
Flammable/Combustible Liquids) 
 

REGULATED AREA A demarcated area in which asbestos activities are 
being performed.  The airborne concentrations are not 
expected to exceed the permissible exposure level.  
Controlled areas may be glove bag operations, cement 
asbestos board removal, etc.  (Practice MSC-PRAC-
30503, Asbestos Control and Management) 
 

REGULATED CHEMICALS/ 
MATERIALS 

Any hazardous chemical/material having a hazard 
rating of “4” (severe) in any of the 3 categories (health, 
flammability, reactivity).  (Practice MSC-PRAC-
30509, Hazard Communication) 
 

REPEATED VIOLATIONS Violation by an organization, division, department, or 
contractor that is found to have substantially similar 
conditions to previously written violations.  (Practice 
MSC-PRAC-30460, Safety and Health Compliance 
Inspection and Management Walkthroughs) 
 

REST A total cessation of work in a hot environment and 
relocation to a shaded environment to allow for cool-
down between work periods.  Personal protective 
equipment should be removed (as possible) during rest 
periods.  (Practice MSC-PRAC-30505, Heat Stress 
Program) 
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SAFETY AND HEALTH Refers to those persons who are responsible for 
providing oversight to ensure that line management 
implements safety and health program elements and 
complies with the requirements.  For MSA and 
subcontractors and sub-tier contractors, these persons 
include the S&H Group Lead, industrial/occupational 
safety representatives, industrial hygienists, 
occupational health specialists, radiation protection 
specialists, accident/incident records, and safety 
administration.  For subcontractors and sub-tier 
contractors these persons may also include “key 
supervisors” (refer to definition in this glossary), 
designated safety/health representatives, and/or safety 
supervisors.  (Several practices) 
 

SAFETY AND HEALTH GROUP 
LEAD 

Refers to the highest-ranking safety and health 
professional assigned to the project.  For MSA, this is 
an official project title.  For subcontractors this 
position may be held by the “company” safety and 
health professional/manager/supervisor, or “key 
supervisor” on the project.  (Several practices) 
 

SAFETY MONITORING SYSTEM A safety system in which a skilled and trained person 
is responsible for recognizing and warning employees 
of fall hazards.  (Practice MSC-PRAC-30472, Fall 
Protection) 
 

SELF-CONTAINED BREATHING 
APPARATUS (SCBA) 

A compressed-air cylinder worn on the wearer’s back.  
The cylinder supplies respirable air to a full-face 
respirator that is connected to a small diameter, high-
pressure hose and a 2-stage respirator.  Positive 
pressure is maintained with the full-face respirator by 
the use of conical spring that regulates the amount of 
air to maintain positive pressure inside the regulator.  
(Practice MSC-PRAC-30514, Monthly Self-Contained 
Breathing Apparatus (SCBA) Inspections) 
 

SELF-PROPELLED ELEVATING 
WORK PLATFORM 

A type of aerial lift commonly known as the “scissor” 
type aerial lift.  (Practice MSC-PRAC-30478, 
Elevating Work Platforms and Aerial Lifts) 
 

SERIOUS VIOLATION Situations in which there is a substantial probability 
that death or serious physical harm could result from a 
condition that exists, or from 1 or more practices, 
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means, methods, operations, or processes that have 
been adopted or are in use.  (Practice MSC-PRAC-
30460, Safety and Health Compliance Inspection and 
Management Walkthroughs) 
 

SINGLE-USE DISPOSABLE 
RESPIRATORS (DUST MASKS) 

A respirator that does not require a fit test, is assigned 
a protection factor of 1, and should be thrown away 
after a single use.  They can be used for nuisance dusts 
below the PEL/TLV.  (Practice MSC-PRAC-30510, 
Respiratory Protection) 
 

SUBCONTRACTOR The person or organization entering into a contract 
with MSA.  For purposes of the practices in this 
program manual, subcontractor and contractor are 
considered synonymous terms.  (Several practices) 
 

SUB-TIER CONTRACTOR Any contractor or supplier at any tier who supplies 
goods or services to the subcontractor in connection 
with the subcontractor’s obligation under the same 
contract.  (Several practices) 
 

SUPPLIED-AIR RESPIRATOR A device consisting of a face piece, helmet, or hood to 
which clean air is supplied to the wearer through a 
small diameter hose from a source not on the wearer’s 
body.  (Practice MSC-PRAC-30510, Respiratory 
Protection) 
 

TELESCOPING PLATFORMS A type of elevating work platform which is a 
mechanical, electro/hydraulic work platform that 
provides access to elevated work surfaces.  They are 
retractable, portable units and stability for these units 
is generally provided by outriggers that are set up at 
the worksite.  (Practice MSC-PRAC-30478, Elevating 
Work Platforms and Aerial Lifts) 
 

THRESHOLD LIMIT VALUE 
(TLV) 

The airborne concentration of a chemical substance or 
physical agent to which nearly all workers may be 
exposed, day after day, without adverse effect (as 
defined by the American Conference of Government 
Industrial Hygienists).  (Practices MSC-PRAC-30502, 
Industrial Hygiene Program Requirements  and MSC-
PRAC-30510, Respiratory Protection) 
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THRESHOLD SHIFT 
(RECORDABLE) 

Generally, a threshold shift of 25 dB average at 2000, 
3000, and 4000 Hz or greater when compared with the 
original (earliest) baseline audiogram, allowing for 
presbycusis.  (Practice MSC-PRAC-30504, Hearing 
Protection) 
 

THRESHOLD SHIFT 
(STANDARD, STS) 

Change in hearing threshold relative to the baseline 
audiogram of an average of 10 dB or more at 2000, 
3000, and 4000 Hz or greater in either ear.  (Practice 
MSC-PRAC-30504, Hearing Protection) 
 

TIME WEIGHTED AVERAGE 
(TWA) 

The average exposure to a hazardous substance or 
agent incorporating varying exposure levels weighted 
by their duration during the work shift.  (Several 
practices)  
 

TROUBLE-SHOOTING AND 
TESTING 

Actions necessary to measure voltage and current, and 
to verify the operability of equipment without 
repairing or replacing components.  (Several practices) 
 

TYPE 1 LADDER A ladder that supports at least 113 kilograms 
(250 pounds) of weight.  (Practice MSC-PRAC-30481, 
Portable Ladders) 
 

TYPE 1A LADDER A ladder that supports at least 136 kilograms 
(300 pounds) of weight.  (Practice MSC-PRAC-30481, 
Portable Ladders) 
 

UNPROTECTED SIDES AND 
EDGES 

Any side or edge (except at entrances to points of 
access) of a walking/working surface, such as a floor, 
roof, ramp or runway where there is no wall or 
guardrail system at least 1000 millimeters (39 inches) 
high.  (Practice MSC-PRAC-30495, Floor Openings, 
Open Sides, Ramps, and Hatchways) 
 

UNUSUAL OCCURRENCE A nonemergency occurrence that has significant 
impact or potential for impact on safety, environment, 
health, security, or operations.  (Practices MSC-
PRAC-30467, Event Investigating and Reporting  and 
MSC-PRAC-30509, Hazard Communication) 
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USER A person who packages, handles, transfers, or 
otherwise comes in contact with hazardous chemicals 
during the workday.  (Practice MSC-PRAC-30473, 
Hazardous Materials and Flammable/Combustible 
Liquids) 
 

WALKING/WORKING SURFACE Any surface, where an employee walks or works, 
including but not limited to floors, roofs, bridges, 
runways, formwork, and concrete reinforcing steel, but 
not including ladders, vehicles, or trailers on which 
employees must be located in order to perform there 
job duties.  (Practice MSC-PRAC-30495, Floor 
Openings, Open Sides, Ramps, and Hatchways) 
 

WARNING LINE SYSTEM A barrier erected on a roof to warn employees that 
they are approaching an unprotected roof side or 
edges.  It is used to designate an area of the roof 
without guardrails or PFAS to protect employees from 
recognized fall hazards.  (Practice MSC-PRAC-30472, 
Fall Protection) 
 

WET BULB GLOBE 
TEMPERATURE (WBGT) 

Environmental temperature index used to assess the 
potential for heat stress.  WBGT values may be 
measured with integrated equipment or calculated 
using readings from a globe thermometer, a natural 
(static) wet-bulb thermometer, and a dry-bulb 
thermometer.  (Practice MSC-PRAC-30505, Heat 
Stress Program) 
 

WILLFUL VIOLATION Situations where the evidence shows an intentional 
violation of an S&H requirement or plain indifference 
to the requirements.  (Practice MSC-PRAC-30460, 
Safety and Health Compliance Inspection and 
Management Walkthroughs) 
 

WORK AREA A room or defined space in a workplace.  (Practice 
MSC-PRAC-30509, Hazard Communication) 
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WORK/REST REGIME The proportion of time that an individual spends 
working and resting during an hour duration, and is 
established based on the WBGT index, work activity 
level, personal protective equipment worn, and 
acclimatization status.  (Practice MSC-PRAC-30505, 
Heat Stress Program) 
 

WORKPLACE An establishment, jobsite, or project at 1 geographical 
location containing 1 or more work areas where 
employees perform a service over which the employer 
has the right of access or control.  (Practice MSC-
PRAC-30509, Hazard Communication) 
 

 


