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PURPOSE This practice identifies a key aspect of the Safety and Health (S&H) 

program and establishes the requirements for safe operation and 
maintenance of work platforms and aerial lifts that can be raised and 
lowered, including those that are boom-supported, self-propelled, 
manually operated, and vehicle-mounted. 
 

SCOPE This practice includes the following major sections: 
 
• General Requirements 
• Inspections 
• Training 
• Operations 
 
This practice does not cover: 
 
• Use of crane-suspended work platforms.  Refer to practice MSC-

PRAC-30477, Hoisting and Rigging. 
 
• Use of suspended scaffolds (2-point platforms). 
 
The requirements of this practice are consistent with the 
requirements published in the Hanford Mission Support Contract 
(MSC) Safety and Health virtual manual. 
 

APPLICATION This practice applies to Mission Support Alliance (MSA) 
construction personnel. 
 

GENERAL 
REQUIREMENTS 
 

Records generated during the performance of this activity are to be 
included in the Construction Work Package and will be managed in 
accordance with MSC-PRAC-30374, Construction Work Package 
and MSC-PRAC-30376, Construction Document Control. 
 

 Elevating work platforms purchased, leased, rented, or otherwise used 
on the site meet the criteria in the most recent American National 
Standards Institute (ANSI) standards including ANSI/SIA A92.2, 
A92.3, A92.5, and A92.6. 
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 Maintain and repair equipment in accordance with the manufacturer’s 
requirements. 
 
NOTE:  Written approval from the manufacturer is required for any 
modifications affecting mechanical, hydraulic, electrical integrity, or 
overall stability of the unit.  If the original manufacturer no longer 
exists, a Qualified Person may direct and sign off the repairs. 
 

 The appropriate “operations manual” is physically present on the 
platform/lift while in operation. 
 

 Ensure that insulated portions of the elevating work platforms 
are not altered or damaged by use that reduces the insulation 
capability of the unit. 
 

INSPECTIONS Elevating work platforms are inspected and test-operated (based on the 
manufacturer’s manual) daily before use and document. 
 

 A pre-operational electrical check (proper wiring configuration and 
grounding including GFCI function) of on-board receptacles is 
performed on platforms/lifts that have receptacles 
 

 Periodic inspections and maintenance are performed according to 
the manufacturer’s recommendations. 
 

TRAINING Employees assigned to operate an elevating work platform shall be 
trained to safely operate the type or class of equipment assigned [e.g., 
technical instruction, on-the-job training (OJT), and on-the-job 
evaluation (OJE)]. 
 
NOTE:  Technical instruction is attendance to course #042720 or 
equivalent. Equivalent training is conducted in accordance with 
practice MSC-PRAC-30461, Accident Prevention Training and 
Education. 
 

OPERATIONS Personal fall protection is worn and the lanyard attached to the 
platform/lift when and as specified by the manufacturer 
 
Operate elevating work platforms in accordance with safe work 
practices and requirements in this practice, in training classes, and in 
the manufacturer’s directions. 
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 Set brakes and fully extend outriggers (if equipped), position on stable 
surfaces, or use pads/appropriate cribbing arranged in a stable 
configuration. 
 
NOTE:  If the outriggers cannot be fully extended, operate within the 
manufacturer’s limitations. 
 

 Operate equipment on level surfaces or within the slope limits given by 
the manufacturer.  Use wheel chocks when working on inclines as 
recommended by the manufacturer. 
 

 Ensure the area surrounding the work platform is clear of personnel and 
equipment before lowering the platform or position awareness barriers 
around the elevating work platforms. 
 

 Do not come closer than 3.05 meters (10 feet), including the length of 
conductive equipment, to overhead high voltage lines with voltages 
50 kilovolts to ground or below.  For voltages to ground over 
50 kilovolts, add 0.1 meter (4 inches) for every 10 kilovolts over 
50 kilovolts. 
 
NOTE:  When work takes place within a horizontal distance 6.1 meters 
(20 feet) of the center line of the nearest high voltage line, contact the 
electrical utilities organization having jurisdiction for assistance at 
least 48 hours before the scheduled work.  The utility may impose 
additional requirements for the work activity. 
 

 If the vehicle is in transit with its structure lowered, the clearance may 
be reduced to 1.22 meters (4 feet).  If the voltage is higher than 
50 kilovolts, increase the clearance by 0.1 meter for every 10 kilovolts 
over that voltage. 
 

 For other reduced clearances, consult MSA Safety and Health. 
 

 Provide safety barriers around manlifts operated in restricted areas so 
that personnel are not caught between rotating equipment and adjacent 
fixed objects. 
 

 Stand on the basket or on the platform floor, and do not sit or climb on 
the edge or handrail.  Do not climb out of the platform or use planks, 
ladders, or other devices, to reach the work location. 
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 Do not tie off to an adjacent pole, structure, or equipment while on an 
elevating work platform. 
 

 Do not use elevating work platforms to hoist materials that would 
otherwise require other lifting equipment; only tools and materials 
required for the task are permitted on the platform. 
 

 Do not exceed the load capacity of the unit. 
 

 Do not move elevating work platform vehicles when the platform is 
occupied unless the equipment is specifically designed for this type of 
operation (for example, scissor lifts). 
 

 NOTE:  For aerial lifts, the boom is completely retracted and resting 
in the transport cradle.  Personnel may stay in the bucket/platform for 
simple relocation movements. 
 

 Units that can be moved in elevated positions have interlocks that keep 
the vehicle from moving or controlling the speed to a rate that does not 
affect stability when the platform is raised. 
 

 Secure aerial-lift booms and outriggers in accordance with the 
manufacturer’s instructions prior to over-the-road transport. 
 
NOTE:  For aerial lifts, the boom is completely retracted and resting 
in the transport cradle.  Personnel may stay in the bucket/platform for 
simple relocation movements. 
 

 Units that can be moved in elevated positions have interlocks that keep 
the vehicle from moving or controlling the speed to a rate that does not 
affect stability when the platform is raised. 
 

 Secure aerial-lift booms and outriggers in accordance with the 
manufacturer’s instructions prior to over-the-road transport. 
 

FORMS 
 

None 
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RECORDS 
IDENTIFICATION 

Records Capture Table 

Name of Document Submittal 
Responsibility

Retention 
Responsibility

All records produced 
by the use of this 
practice (including but 
not limited to, 
evaluations, 
assessments, corrective 
actions, etc.) go into 
the Construction Work 
Package 

Construction 
Supervisor/ 

Superintendent 

Project Document 
Control 

 
 

REFERENCES MSC-PRAC-30374, Construction Work Package  
MSC-PRAC-30376, Construction Document Control  
MSC-PRAC-30461, Accident Prevention Training and Education  
MSC-PRAC-30477, Hoisting and Rigging  
 
American National Standards Institute (ANSI) 
ANSI/SIA A92.2:  Standard for Vehicle Mounted and Rotating Work 

Platforms 
ANSI/SIA A92.3:  Manual of Responsibilities for Dealers, Owners, 
Users, Operators, Lessors, and Lessees of Manually-Propelled 
Elevating Aerial Platforms 
ANSI/SIA A92.5:  1992 Boom-Supported Elevating Work Platforms 
ANSI/SIA A92.6:  Manual of Responsibilities for Dealers, Owners, 

Users, Operators, Lessors and Lessees of Self-Propelled Elevating 
Work Platforms 

 
 


