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PURPOSE This practice identifies a key aspect of the Safety and Health (S&H) 
program, and establishes the requirements for handling materials and 
for storing and staging materials in a safe, orderly manner. 
 

SCOPE This practice includes the General Requirements for material handling 
and storage. 
 
NOTE: Storage and movement of items or components containing 
radioactivity are outside the scope of this practice. 
 

 The requirements of this practice are consistent with the requirements 
published in the Mission Support Contract (MSC) Safety and Health 
virtual manual. 
 

APPLICATION This practice applies to Mission Support Alliance (MSA) construction 
personnel. 
 

GENERAL 
REQUIREMENTS 
 

Records generated during the performance of this activity are to be 
included in the Construction Work Package and will be managed in 
accordance with MSC-PRAC-30374, Construction Work Package. 
 
Use appropriate hand, head, and foot protection, as specified in MSC-
PRAC-30471, Personal Protective Equipment, when handling and 
placing materials being stored, delivered, or staged for use. 
 

Movement of 
Materials by Means 
Other Than 
Motorized 
Equipment 

Follow sound ergonomic practices, as specified in MSC-PRAC-30513, 
Occupational Ergonomics, when lifting or handling materials 
manually.  In addition to proper lifting techniques, consider 
implementing administrative and engineering improvements for 
activities involving significant exertion, prolonged standing, or 
repetitive motion. 
 
NOTE:  In general, 55 pounds is considered the weight limit one 
person should lift/carry without assistance from another person and/or 
mechanical means. 
 

 Keep aisles and passageways clear, including material on shelves that 
may protrude at upper body level, to allow safe movement of people or 
material handling equipment. 
 

 Inspect hand trucks, dollies, and wheelbarrows before each use, and 
maintain them in good repair. 
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 Keep the loads on hand trucks, dollies, and wheelbarrows within the 
rated capacity of the equipment, and place loads so that they will not 
shift or obstruct the vision of the user.  Secure top-heavy loads, 
hazardous materials, and compressed gas cylinders. 
 

Storing and 
Staging Materials 

Securely store materials such as pipe, bar stock, and barrels capable of 
causing pinch or roll hazards. 
 

 Do not place material stored inside buildings under construction within 
1.8 meters (6 feet) of any hoistway or inside floor opening, nor within 
3.1 meters (10 feet) of a wall that does not extend above the top of the 
material stored. 
 

 Do not exceed maximum safe load limits of floors in storage areas 
within buildings and structures; contact the facility manager if the safe 
load limits are not immediately apparent, or are in question. 
 

 Use of glass containers is discouraged. 
 

 Bags, containers, bundles, construction materials, and other equipment 
are stored in tiers, stacked, blocked, or interlocked.  These materials are 
limited in height to 1.5 meters (5 feet) so that they are stable and secure 
against falling, sliding, or collapse. 
 

 Do not stack loose bricks, masonry blocks, or lumber more than 
1.5 meters (5 feet) high. 
 

 Withdraw nails from used lumber before stacking it. 
 

 Do not store materials within 18 inches (46 centimeters) vertical of 
sprinkler head deflectors. 
 

 Refer to practice MSC-PRAC-304743, Hazardous Materials and 
Flammable/Combustible Liquids regarding storage of hazardous 
materials and combustible/flammable liquids. 
 

 Refer to practice MSC-PRAC-30474, Fire Prevention and Protection 
regarding fire prevention and protection. 
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Movement of 
Materials by 
Motorized Crane, 
Hoist, or  
Industrial Truck 
 

Refer to practice MSC-PRAC-30477, Hoisting and Rigging regarding 
hoisting, rigging, and/or forklift operations. 

FORMS 
 

None 

RECORDS 
IDENTIFICATION 
 

Records Capture Table 
Name of 

Document Submittal Responsibility Retention 
Responsibility

Construction 
Work Package 

Construction 
Supervisor/Superintendent 

Project Document 
Control 

 

 
REFERENCES MSC-PRAC-30374, Construction Work Package  

MSC-PRAC-30390, Qualification and Certification of Nondestructive 
Examination Personnel  
MSC-PRAC-30471, Personal Protective Equipment  
MSC-PRAC-30473, Hazardous Materials and Flammable/Combustible 
Liquids  
MSC-PRAC-30474, Fire Prevention and Protection  
MSC-PRAC-30477, Hoisting and Rigging  
MSC-PRAC-30513, Occupational Ergonomics  
 

 


