Department of Energy
Washingtan, DC 20535

May 26, 1999

MEMORANDUM FOR DISTRIBUTION
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FROM: JOSEPI S, MAHALEY, DIRECTOR

QFFICE OF SECURITY AFFAIRS

SUBIECT: Clarification: The Depariment of Enerey i= not Ending its Openness
Efforts

The Associated Press provided s story on Tuesday, May 11, 1999, following up on the
Secretary”s initiative 1o streqethen secunty ar the Department of Ens+gy (BH3E)L. This article. in
part. itnplied that the DOE s valuah|e Openmess imative was betn  .ownoraded, The
Departme regards the opearcss inigative as being & mainstay of Lepartmental policy and is nos
curtailing i3 in any way, '

Upenness provides both 2 means to assure that the proper sensitive infonmation is protected by
classitication but at the same time seeks 10 provide Departments] accoumabilies to the public by
not classifying information that does not have a demonstrable connection 1o national see urity.
For example, environmental. health, and safens information iz much more widelv available to the
public as & result of the openness initiative,

The Secrctary wos addressing a different issve in his staterents and recent DOE Pross Releage.
Executive Order 12958 comtained an sutomatic declassification prevision for Mational Security
Information to take effeet in April 2000. The Secretary believes that there is much to be Eained
by extending that automatic declassification date becanse he does not want classified information
inadvertently released before @ proper paze by page review. 3uch reviews cannaot b completed
effectivels by the Aprif daic due to the vobutne of information fmvolved. Therefore, the Secreian
recoimmended o the White House that the awomatic declassification daie be extended. and the
Whise House has proposed an 18-moath extedsion of the awomatic declzssification deadline.

Cther recent articles have imalicd thar classified documents from DOE may have been
mmproperly declassified ang inadverienity released in the pracess of carrying out the Executive
order. This is not true. DOE has taken the lead role in the effort 1o reduce the Possibility that
Resrricted Data and Formerly Restricted Data (bazically classified nuclear weapons informstion?
are inadvertently refcased as documents are reviewed by DOE. and other agencies in compliance
with the Execurive order. DOE has agrressively developed a plan, i ¢oordination with other
agencles, 10 include raining and awdits 1o lessen the chances of such inacdvertent refeages,
Finadly, it shonld be noed that there i3 no morztadum on DOE"s document declassification
cfforts of Freedom of Information Act effors,
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