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The Honorable Bill Richardeon ir. Keith Flein, Manager.
Secretary Richland Opevations Cffice
LIS Departrment of Energy 15 Department of Enerpy
1000 Independence Avenns SW FO Box 550

Washington, DC 20385 Fichland, WA 95352

Drzar Secrelary Bichardson and Mr. Klein:

O behalf of the Hanford Oproness Wnrkshnps (FIQWY, T am
writing o bring to your attention the impettance of the Hanford
Dreciazsification Progect (HLIP)Y and 1o urge that it receive full
funding in the Fizcal Year 2001 budget and throngh to cﬂmple.!:[crn
of the project in 2003,

. Intins ime of increased concern about 2cunty and possible

csplonage at the national laboratonies, there is a very real dapger of
the US Department of Energy (DSDOE) shipping backward on its
Upénness initiafive by incorrect]y equating openness with lax
security. There is no such relatienship, Az the Secretary of
Energy’s Openness Advisory Panel has =aid, openness iz shout
putiing higher fences around a parvower rangs of inforration,
thereby froredsing security,

The Hanford Ereclassification Project is an {enportant part of this
process. Bick Stutheit of the USDOE Fichland Operations Office

_has provided the HOW with repular updates on the Project and its

progress, Roger Hensser, USDOE Office of Deelassification has
helped us understand hew the Project fits in with declassification
efforts at USDOE Headquartsrs, It iz olear that the Project is a
model for what could be—and what neads to be—aceomplished at
ather sites. The Project must be completed suceessfully so that it -
can be replicated elsewhers, Any funding shortfall creates g
backlog which threatens the success of the project,

The Hanford Declagsification Project is alzo esgential to the
Hanford ¢lean up effort. Because of dramatic reductions in security
clearances at the site, the vast majonity of technical and operations
staff involved in Hanford clean wp are “uncleared.™ It is necessary
to declazsify and provide legacy documents to the contractors who
are performing the clean up work, In many cases, these documents
provide crucial data for characterizing worl areas and performing
clean up in & safe manner. The Hanford Declassification Project
frequently performs reviews o facilitate these activites.
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Funding the Projoct is al:m necessary for USDOE te be in compliance with the Tri-Party
Agreement and other legal obligations, as we underseand thew:. Declassification
requirements in cimenl contracts (see Code of Federal Regulations Title 48, Chaptor 2,
032 204-70) cannot be met if the Project i3 not adequately funded.

Please do not hesitate to contact me if I can agswer any ouestions about this letter or the
Hantord Openness Workshops. [ can be reached at (503 378-3544

ary Lou Blazel:
Spokesperson
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