Kids compete in MATHCOUNTS

As part of the Tri-Cities Engineers Week activities, the 20th annual MATHCOUNTS local competition was

held at McLoughlin Middle School in Pasco on Feb. 8. Volun-
teers from Fluor, CH2M HILL Hanford Group, Bechtel National,
SAIC, COGEMA Engineering and Parsons Infrastructure and
Technology Group planned and conducted the competition,
which included setting up, proctoring, scoring and presenting
awards as well as providing lunch for the participants and
cleaning up.

MATHCOUNTS is a nationwide coaching program and series
of competitions for middle school students. It is designed to
stimulate interest and achievement in mathematics. The format
is hosted by the Washington Society of Professional Engineers
and is a mixture of timed aptitude exams, spelling-bee-like
competitions and math jeopardy.

This year, 77 competitors from 10 Tri-City, Walla Walla and
greater Columbia Basin middle schools participated. The win-
ning schools were: first place, Garrison Middle School, Walla
Walla; second place, Christ the King, Richland; and third place,

Bechtel National employees Gilbert Chan (stand-
ing, left) and Ted Anderson (center) proctor com-
petition during the MATHCOUNTS competition

on Feb. 8 at McLoughlin Middle School in Pasco.

Hanford Middle School, Richland. Individual winners were: first place, Akwasi Abrefah of Christ the King; sec-
ond place, Rui Wang of Hanford Middle School; third place, Jeff Ladderud of Garrison Middle School; and
fourth place, Kaori Graybeal of Garrison Middle School. Individual winners are sponsored for the state compe-

tition, which will take place in Seattle in March. =
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