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SNF Project news
The sludge/water system

The sludge/water system in the K East Basin is complete and undergoing operational training. The system
will be used to remove the approximately 47 cubic meters of sludge from the K East Basin and transfer it to
T Plant for interim storage as part of Hanford’s transuranic waste. The system must pass both a contractor
and a DOE operational readiness review, or ORR. Both ORRs are planned for April. Plans call for the sludge/
water system to start transferring sludge later this spring. Sludge will continue to be removed from the K East
Basin throughout 2004.

Fluor Hanford recently held a vendor forum to begin planning work to remove the approximately 7
cubic meters of sludge from the K West Basin. Although it’s less in total volume than in K East, the sludge
 in K West is divided into five discrete streams,
complicating removal. Tony Umek, Fluor Hanford
deputy SNF Project manager for construction
projects, briefed more than 30 contractors poten-
tially interested in performing the work. This coming
fall, Fluor Hanford may place a contract for design-
ing and fabricating equipment to remove the sludge
from the K West Basin. The contract would also
include supporting the installation of the system and
acceptance testing.

The schedule for removing sludge from K West is
very aggressive and must support both spent-fuel
removal and the deactivation of the K West Basin by
October 2005.

Fuel scrap processing

A two-tiered table for processing scrap was installed in the K West Basin during the January maintenance
outage. The table will allow operators to sort scrap pieces of fuel — defined as any fuel piece varying in
length from a quarter of an inch to 3 inches. Scrap also includes larger pieces of fuel assemblies that are
deformed and thus “unloadable” into regular fuel baskets. Any fuel piece smaller than a quarter of an inch
is defined as a component of sludge.

About 14,000 pounds of scrap pieces have been collected and set aside. The scrap will be put into baskets
that will be loaded into the MCOs — one to two baskets per MCO. Fluor Hanford Scrap Processing Project
manager Jim Mathews expects to begin scrap processing at the end of April. ■

This pump is part of the sludge/water system that has
been completed at K East Basin.


