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Cynthia Bruckner-Lea, a scientist in the Interfacial Chemistry and
Engineering Department, Fundamental Science Directorate, was selected
to receive the Pacific Northwest National Laboratory’s 2003 Woman of
Achievement award. She was selected from a field of six nominees.

The award is presented annually to a woman who demonstrates achieve-
ment in her professional and personal life and in her service to the community.
The nomination process takes place in January. A panel of seven judges from
PNNL and the Department of Energy review the nominations in February and
announce the decision in March.

This year’s winner holds a Ph.D. in bioengineering. Bruckner-Lea’s
research at PNNL ranges from basic studies on biomolecular interactions to
the integration of microsensors and fluidic systems for chemical separation
and detection. She leads PNNL’s biodetection project in DOE’s Chemical and
Biological National Security Program, and holds three patents in the area of
bioana-lytical chemistry and microfluidics, with additional patents pending.

Bruckner-Lea is actively involved in the Sensor Division of the Electrochemi-
cal Society, and is the chairwoman of that division. She enjoys mentoring
students and young scientists at PNNL and in the community.

The mother of three children, Bruckner-Lea volunteers to support their activities and other students through
Science Bowl, as an organizer and presenter for Science Week at Badger Mountain School, and as a “Simple
Machines” teacher at Children’s Garden Montessori School. She is also a Mid-Columbia Science Fair judge,
and she volunteers with Boys and Girls Club, is a Science Olympiad leader, and coaches fourth and seventh
graders for math competitions around eastern Washington.

When she isn’t working or involved with family and volunteering, Bruckner-Lea competes in marathons. She
has completed more than 10 marathons including the Boston, Big Sur and Tri-Cities marathons.

Bruckner-Lea had some stiff competition for the Woman of Achievement award. The other five nominees are
introduced below.

Anna Gutowska is a staff scientist in the Material Synthesis and Modification Department of the Energy
Division. Gutowska earned her Ph.D. while raising two small children. At PNNL, Gutowska’s responsibilities
 include leading major research efforts in the area of biomedical materials development for cancer treatment,
cartilage repair and controlled-release drug delivery. She has been a Mid-Columbia Science Fair judge for
three years, helped construct the Tri-Cities’ Children Center, and supported the Hanford High School Cross
Country Team, the National Parks Conservation Association and the Nature Conservancy. She also volunteers
her time to Sign Inc., a local company that provides orthopedic implants to third-world countries.
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Barbara Reichmuth is a senior research engineer II in Engineered Systems, and recently led the
technical support team as project manager for the Cleanup, Constraints and Challenges Team, which
became the model for the regulator cooperation mandated by DOE in its review of the Office of Environmental
Manage-ment’s cleanup  effort. Reichmuth has a history of effective leadership roles in other Hanford
contractor companies. She is an active member of the community and is especially involved in Leadership
Tri-Cities and the activities of her two young children.

Teresa Schlotman is a project administrator in the Radiochemical Science and Engineering Group,
where she is responsible for planning, scheduling, and tracking self-assessments in the Radiochemical
Processing Laboratory. She is the point of contact for audits, training, bioassay, dosimeter, medical exam,
facilities, property, and space issues. In 1999, she earned a four-year business degree, with a minor in Human
Resources and Management, by attending school in the evenings for seven years, while working full-time and
raising three children. Schlotman is involved in many Team Battelle projects. She also is the youth-group
director in her church, helps coach AAU girls’ basketball, and volunteers with Columbia Industries, Washington
State Migrant Council Job Training, Salvation Army and Union Gospel Mission.

Marilyn Steele is a senior technician in the Radiochemical Sciences and Engineering Group, where she
processes specialized radiochemical analytical procedures and techniques in the Chemical Measurement
Center. Steele raised three children and helped them to earn bachelor of science degrees. She is a strong
community contributor, participating in the Battelle Singles Club, Tri Cities Tumbleweed Music Festival, Blue
Mountain Square Dance and Benton County 4-H. She also is active in the Junior Achievement program and
her church singles group.

Dorothy Stewart is a senior project manager in the Field Hydrology and Chemistry Department, where she
manages the 3.1 M analytical portion of the Hanford Groundwater Monitoring Project for DOE. Stewart has 30
years’ experience in microbiological research and environmental compliance. Stewart’s community service
 includes the following positions: Miss Tri-Cities Scholarship Pageant Director; a board member of the Tri-City
Water Follies Association; a member of the Three Rivers Children’s Orthopedic Guild; chairman of the
Mid-Columbia Regional Ballet board; the president of Preceptor Rho, a Beta Sigma Phi cultural and service
organization; and the Richland City Council president. ■
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