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Employees are invited to write letters of general inter-
est on work-related topics. Anonymous letters will not be
printed. We reserve the right to edit letters or not to accept
letters for publication.  Send your letters to the Reach,
B3-30, or to *Hanford Reach on e-mail. Letters are limited
to 300 words, and must include your name, company, work
group and location. Opinions expressed are those of the
author and not of DOE-RL, ORP or  their contractors.

Flagger struck by vehicle
This letter is a follow-up to my letter “Be attentive to

and respectful of flaggers” (Hanford Reach, June 9).

On Friday, June 6, at approximately 7:30 a.m. at the in-
tersection of Stevens Drive and Horn Rapids Road, my
wife, a flagger on the Stevens Drive improvements
project, was struck by a vehicle. The driver ignored the
traffic cones, signs, my wife’s STOP sign and her verbal
order to stop. The four-wheel-drive truck struck her sign,
knocking it into her side and chest area, spinning her
around. As he passed her he yelled “F__ _ you” and con-
tinued west on Horn Rapids Road.

The event was reported to Richland Police and he was
cited for vehicular assault. My wife was examined at
Kennewick General Hospital on Friday and returned to
work, June 9.

Ron Bricker
Fluor Hanford

Editors’ note:  The construction on Stevens Drive has
caused delays and detours for Hanford commuters. If you
have an opinion or comment on the inconvenience, take it
to the appropriate level of authority within city govern-
ment. The flaggers and road workers are doing their jobs.
Slow down and obey their directions to help you navigate
around the construction zones, and everyone can get to
work and go home safely at the end of the day.

Heavy Metal Daze at PFP
Once again, the Plutonium Finishing Plant will be spon-

soring the Heavy Metal Daze car show on June 18. All
makes and models are welcome. Our motto is “If you’re
proud of it, show it!” As in years past, we will use this
venue to raise money for good causes. This year we are
donating all proceeds to Columbia Basin Domestic Vio-
lence Services.

Unfortunately, society has a dark side — spousal abuse.
Although both sexes can suffer abuse, it’s the wife or girl-

friend who escapes, many times with children, in the
middle of the night with nothing. Among other things,
Columbia Basin Domestic Violence Services provides
these individuals with the items we take for granted —
toothpaste, toothbrushes, clean clothes and a blanket and,
for the children, bottles of formula, diapers, and a small
toy to cling to while they endure a frightening time in
their lives.

Hanford workers have always been generous with time
and money for those who really need help. Of the many
things that are accomplished at Hanford, our ability to
make someone’s troubles a little easier to bear is the one
that makes us all walk a little taller.

I hope to see you there.

Don Sorenson
Fluor Hanford

Editors’ note: In addition to the car show, Heavy Metal
Days will feature a barbecue. The event will take place in
the PFP south parking lot from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Awards
will be given to vehicles in the following categories: mo-
torcycle, hot rod, truck, import, bone stock, work in
progress and best of show. For more information, call
Shawn Wilson at 373-3435, Don Sorenson at 373-5935,
Bill Allen at 373-2286 or Henry Ownby at 373-1761.

Thank you
I recently experienced every person’s worst nightmare

— the loss of a parent. After fighting courageously, my
mother lost her battle to Alzheimer’s disease. To my
brothers and sisters of Local 984A, my working family at
MO-267, and to CH2M HILL Hanford Group, I would
like to thank you for your support and caring. The plants
and flowers I received will be a constant reminder of bet-
ter times and great memories.

A very special thanks to Martin and Nancy for your
wonderful living memorial to my mother.

Again, thank you!

Ronald Spicer
CH2M HILL Hanford Group

Life is not so easy
Let’s be clear about the concerns brought up in the let-

ter, “Life easy for Sheriff’s Department” (Hanford Reach,
June 9). Everyone is a stranger to a law-enforcement of-
ficer making a traffic stop. The required badge worn
around a worker’s neck tells an officer nothing valuable

L  E  T  T  E  R  S
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about the person the officer is stopping. There is every
chance an officer may have a weapon pulled on him or
her and may be dealing with alcohol- or drug-related
problems. All law-enforcement officers everywhere face
the same dangers.

Just because an item is prohibited, or there is a law
against it, does not ensure everyone will adhere to the
rule, or follow the law. Speeding is also prohibited on the
Hanford Site, yet it continues to be a very real problem. If
a driver is speeding, he or she should expect to be pulled
over and issued a citation by an officer.

The Department of Energy contracts with the Benton
County Sheriff’s Office to patrol the Hanford Site. State
Highway 24, referred to as a “road rally,” is patrolled by
the Washington State Patrol.

Take your ticket like a grownup and slow down. Then
life will be good for workers and law-enforcement offic-
ers on the Hanford Site.

We owe law-enforcement officers our respect and grati-
tude for keeping the Hanford Site a safe place to both
drive and work.

Lori Adkins
Pacific Northwest National Laboratory

Frustrated with traffic, too
Over the past couple of years, I too have been frustrated

with the “Hanford road rally” (“Life easy for Sheriff’s
Department,” Hanford Reach, June 9), and have drafted
letters for publication in the Reach. But that activity has
been of little service other than to provide a means to vent
frustrations. Conditions seem to have remained the same.

I would, however, caution against believing that life is
so good for the Sheriff’s Department at Hanford. The
mere fact that alcohol and weapons are prohibited on site
does not mean that there are none here. The Hanford Pa-
trol does an outstanding job of enforcing these regula-
tions, but we would be foolish to believe that there is 100
percent compliance.

Additionally, I would recommend contacting the appro-
priate county with regard to issues on State Highway 24,
as the highway does not run only in Benton County be-
tween here and Yakima.

I would not like to be a deputy handing out citations at
Hanford, as it seems that many Hanford workers think
they have divine rights not granted to the populace, due to

L  E  T  T  E  R  S
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them simply because they work at Hanford. I have pushed
the envelope by speeding on site and have been a recipi-
ent of a ticket from Benton County, but the ticket was de-
served and life has continued.

Tom Kimmel
Fluor Hanford

Patrol cars make a good deterrent
The June 9 letter from Noel Hinojosa makes me think

of the many times I’ve seen the Benton County Sheriff’s
speed-check radar trailer set up on Beloit Ave., where the
speed limit goes from 55 to 35 miles per hour coming into
the 200 West Area from the Rattlesnake Barricade.

Funny, there is never a patrol car there to use its infor-
mation. I wonder if it takes pictures? I know I’ve seen the
speeds 47, 43, 52 mph displayed in red, which is not
much of a deterrent. Why not put it and a couple of patrol
cars on State Highways 240 or 24? They may make a bet-
ter deterrent.

Tom Kiley
Fluor Hanford

PROTRAIN offers software training

Primavera Project Planning ($425 per day)
• P-3 602 — June 23
• P-3 603 — June 24
• P-3 604 — June 25

Crystal Reports 8 ($249 per day or $448 for both
days)

• Introduction — June 23
• Advanced — June 24

• Upgrading to Windows XP — June 27 ($249)
• Upgrading to Office XP — June 26 ($169)

For more information, contact Sarah at 375-0414 or
at sarah@protrainsys.com. Group discounts are
available.

Effective Presentations offered on June 23
“Effective Presentations” is an eight-hour course that is

ideal for anyone wanting to improve their communi-
cation skills including trainers, managers, team
leaders and committee members. This course will be

C  L  A  S  S  E  S

Classes continued on next page.
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presented on June 23 by Joe Estey at the Hanford
Training Center. The cost is $180 per person. To
register, contact Joan Howard at 946-2102 or at
jhoward@energxhanford.com or Lynn Collins at
946-9654 or at lcollins@energxhanford.com.

“Constructing the Technical Document” June 25-26
“Constructing the Technical Document:  Essential

Strategies and Skills” will be offered June 25-26, in
the Columbia River Room of the ETB on the Pacific
Northwest National Laboratory campus. This class
will help you achieve benefits associated with
effectively sharing research or products; learn to
address and affect readers, advance careers or fine-
tune technical writing skills; and apply the funda-
mentals of an audience analysis. You will also gain
an understanding of document management: the need
for teaming and attention to planning, writing,
editing, publication design and marketing. Register
early; space is limited. For more information, visit
http://workshops. pnl.gov or contact Mary Wagner
at 372-4259 or at mary.wagner@pnl.gov. To register,
contact Cory Rhoads at 376-7157 or at
cory.rhoads@pnl.gov.

Refresher course for the electrical PE exam
A refresher course for the electrical P.E. exam begins

July 14 at Washington State University Tri-Cities.
The course meets weekly on Mondays from 6 to 9
p.m. through Sept. 29. The refresher course will
prepare engineers for the next Washington State
Electrical Professional Engineers exam in October.
Enrollment is limited. Books for the course will be
available at The Bookie on the WSU Tri-Cities
campus. For more information, contact Karen Davis
at 372-7293 or at kldavis@tricity.wsu.edu.

Classes offered in punctuation, grammar, spelling
The Skills Enhancement Lab will hold half-day classes

on punctuation, grammar, business writing and
spelling. All the classes will be held 7:30-11:30 a.m.
in room 31 of the Volpentest HAMMER Training and
Education Center Administration Building. There is
no charge for any of the following classes, but they

C  L  A  S  S  E  S
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fill quickly, so reserve a seat now by calling Kathy
Dechter at 376-3250:

• Painless Punctuation — Tuesday, July 15. Partici-
pants will learn to cure comma-itis; use colons and
semi-colons properly; handle exhausted apostrophes;
tackle the lowly hyphen; review fragments, comma
splices, and run-ons; and review must-know key
rules.

• Successful Business and Tech Writing — Thursday,
July 17. This light-hearted workshop teaches the
essentials of successful business and technical
writing through relevant exercises. Learn effective
ways to structure a document for impact, pinpoint
audiences, identify purposes, organize information
efficiently and clearly, eliminate gobbledygook,
format documents for more impact, and edit your
own and others’ work. In short, you’ll learn to
produce clear, readable documents. Suggested
prerequisite: Painless Punctuation.

• Goof-Proofing your Grammar—Tuesday, July 22.
Participants will learn to recognize and deal with the
most frequent grammatical goofs: pronoun problems;
mangled modifiers; easily confused, misused and
abused words; proper use of who/whom, lie/lay,
bring/take, who/which/that; pronoun-antecedent
agreement; subject-verb agreement; parallel phras-
ing; and must-know key rules.

• Successful Spelling — Thursday, July 24. If you
sometimes have trouble deciding how to spell a
word, even with a spell-checker, this practical session
is for you. The workshop will review common
spelling demons and help you to learn to spell them
correctly. You’ll master the Terrible Ten — the ten
most often misspelled words — as well as clarify
commonly confused words. You’ll also learn crucial
key rules for spelling over 4,000 words correctly.
Best of all, you’ll get memory tricks to help you
remember what you learn.

Personal Protection Safety Measures July 29-30
The Northwest Public Power Association is presenting

“Personal Protection Safety Measures,” a two-day
class at the Volpentest HAMMER Training and
Education Center July 29-30. This course will cover

Classes continued on next page.
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the physiology of electrical shock and treatment; the
Occupational Safety and Health Administration’s
mandated electrical requirements; the role and use of
NFPA 70E; and over 600-volt applications. Register
before June 27 and pay $1,095. The cost is $1,145
for registrations received after June 27. To register,
contact Wendy Carlson at (360) 254-0109 or visit
www.nwppa.org. ✦

C  L  A  S  S  E  S
continued

C  A  L  E  N  D  A  R

Event showcases Greenwood Faire and Cool
Desert Nights

You are invited to John Dam Plaza (across from the
Federal Building in Richland) on Tuesday, June 17,
from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m., to enjoy the music of
Romagossa Blu’ and a special presentation by Ye
Merrie Greenwood Renaissance Dancers. This is the
first of the Super Summer Series, which will be
showcasing summer activities in Richland. On this
day, Cool Desert Nights, Ye Merrie Greenwood
Renaissance Faire, the Arts and Entertainment
District and several Richland businesses will be
featured. The Super Summer Series events are open
to the public and free of charge. The series is pre-
sented by the Richland Chamber of Commerce and
the City of Richland. For more information, contact
The Daniels Group, LLC, at 943-5109.

Library staff members demonstrate electronic
resources

The Hanford Technical Library staff will conduct
demonstrations on two days to assist you in using
the library’s electronic resources.

“Library Resources” will be presented on Wednes-
day, June 18, 11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. in the

Okanogan Room of the ETB on the Pacific North-
west National Laboratory campus. Staff members
will show you how to use the library’s electronic
services to find the information you need when
you need it — all from your desktop. For more
information, contact Yung Harbison at 372-7453 or
at yung.harbison @pnl.gov.

On June 19, in classroom 28 of the Administration
Building at the Volpentest HAMMER Training and
Education Center, the library staff will assist you in
learning to use the Hanford Technical Library
resources on the following topics:

• Environment, Safety and Health Topics — 1-1:50
p.m., learn how to find ES&H information on the
Internet.

• Legal Resources — 2-2:50 p.m., learn database
search tips and the best Web sites for federal and
state legal information governing environment,
safety, and health.

• Environment, Safety, and Health Resources — 3-4
p.m., learn how to use databases, full-text journals
and other sources to find information on occupa-
tional health, toxicology, environmental cleanup
and hazardous materials to create a safer work-
place.

Conference on plutonium will be held in Albu-
querque July 6-10

The Science 2003 Conference — The Plutonium
Futures — will be held July 6-10 in Albuquerque,
N.M. The third in a series, this conference will
provide an international forum for presenting and
discussing current research on physical and chemi-
cal properties and environmental interactions of
plutonium and other actinide elements. Register
before June 5 and save $100. For more information
and to register, visit http://www.lanl. gov/pu2003.

Civil Air Patrol holds informational meet June 24
The Tri-Cities Composite Squadron of the Civil Air

Patrol will hold an informational meeting begin-
ning at 6:30 p.m. on June 24 for youth ages 12 to
18 who are interested in joining the cadet program.
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The meeting will be held in the Squadron Building
at the Richland Municipal Airport. The Civil Air
Patrol is the U.S. Air Force Auxiliary. Civil Air
Patrol’s Cadet Program builds responsible citizens
for America through a positive approach to aero-
space, leadership and life skills. Youth who join the
cadet program will learn military drill, wear a
uniform, earn rank, perform community service
and can learn to fly. For more information, call
735-7437 (in the evenings).

CREHST offers summer camps for fifth-through-
eighth-graders

The Columbia River Exhibition of History, Science
and Technology will hold summer camps during
the week of July 28-Aug. 1 for students entering
fifth and sixth grades, and during the week of Aug.
4-8 for students entering seventh and eighth grades.
The theme for the summer camps will be the Lewis
and Clark Corps of Discovery and will include
scientific activities, creative crafts and artistic projects
surrounding the following topics: ancestry of dogs,
study of raptors, mapping and exploration skills, the
nature of sound and Native American culture. The
camp fee is $40 for CREHST member families and
$55 for non-member families. For more information
and to register, call CREHST at 943-9000. Participa-
tion is limited to 20 students per session. The camp
will be held in Richland’s Howard Amon Park near
the museum. ✦

B  R  A  V  O

The Health Physics Society will recognize Pacific
Northwest National Laboratory senior scientists Darrell
Fisher and Paul Stansbury as Fellows of the Society at
an annual meeting in July in San Diego, Calif. Fisher
and Stansbury are being honored for their significant
administrative, educational and scientific contributions
to the profession of health physics.

Two PNNL scientists ap-
pointed Health Physics
Society Fellows

The Health Physics So-
ciety is an international pro-
fessional scientific organiza-
tion dedicated to promoting
the practice of radiation
safety. The society is active in
all aspects of radiation pro-
tection, including information
dissemination, standards de-
velopment, education, prepa-
ration of position papers and
promotion of scientific con-
ferences and committees.

Fisher joined PNNL in
1978. He is a medical physi-
cist with experience in
nuclear science, environmen-
tal science, radiological pro-

tection, radiation biology and radiochemistry. He leads
the laboratory’s Radioiso-
topes Program, a national
technology resource support-
ing innovative radioisotope
applications in science, medi-
cine and industry. Fisher also
holds adjunct faculty appoint-
ments at the University of
Washington and at Washing-
ton State University. He
earned his bachelor’s degree
in biology from the Univer-
sity of Utah in 1975, and his
master’s degree and doctorate
in nuclear engineering sci-
ences from the University of
Florida in 1976 and 1978, re-
spectively.

Stansbury joined PNNL
in 1990 and specializes in the assessment and reduction
of radiation risks in the workplace and environment, lo-
cally and around the world. He is certified by the
American Board of Health Physics as a health physicist,
and teaches a course on behalf of the Columbia Chapter
of the Health Physics Society for those preparing for
the certification exam. He has an adjunct appointment
at Washington State University and instructs a course in
radiological science. He earned degrees from the Geor-
gia Institute of Technology, including a bachelor’s de-
gree in physics in 1970, a master’s degree in physics in
1971 and a doctorate in nuclear engineering in 1978. ✦

Fisher

Stansbury
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V  A  N  P  O  O  L  S

Vanpool ads are run for two weeks. Ads must be re-
submitted to run in subsequent issues of the Hanford
Reach. The deadline for submission is Thursday, 10
days prior to publication.

Day and Zimmermann Protection Technology Hanford re-
minds employees to wear their badges. Vanpool and
carpool drivers are responsible for ensuring their passen-
gers are badged. If a passenger forgets his or her secu-
rity badge, access is denied at the barricade. The indi-
vidual is required to go to a badging station for a
temporary badge or go home to retrieve the badge.

KENNEWICK
Looking for rider from Kennewick to 200W. Picks up at
Albertson’s on Edison and Clearwater and at the Richland
airport. Stops  at 222-S, 272-WA and WRAP. Call Abe
Garza at 373-2898. 6/16

Van No. 141 has immediate openings for riders, 8x9 shift,
to 200W, one stop at 277-W. Leaves from Fred Meyer in
Kennewick, and stops at the Hanford Training Center in
Richland. Please contact Terry at 373-5566 or Tom at
373-2477. 6/9

RICHLAND
Vanpool No. 216, needs one or two riders, 8x9s, 7 a.m.-
4:30 p.m., door-to-door delivery in Richland. Van starts on
the south end of Jadwin, winds its way up Thayer and
Williams, over to George Washington Way and out to
2750-E and to 2704-HV (if new rider is a backup driver).
Call Michelle Calvert at 376-5400. 6/16

Spacious seating is still available for several 8x9 riders to
200W aboard Van No. 117. Roundtrip from parking lot ad-
jacent to 1019 Wright in Richland. The cost is less than
that of a daily commute for one person in his or her own
personal vehicle.Call or send an e-mail message to Gary
Bush at 372-2531. 6/16

Vanpool to 200E needs several riders, 8x9s. Rate as low
as $35 per month. Leaves former Hanford bus lot (across
from 2440 Stevens) at 6:25 a.m. and drops off at 2750-E.
Contact Dave Hedengren at 373-5094. 6/9  ✦

R E T I R E M E N T S

After 23 years of faithful service at Hanford, Sandy Bur-
den will be retiring. Join us in celebrating her retirement
on July 11 at 2 p.m. in Leslie Groves Park in Richland. A
barbecue lunch and cake will be served. The cost is $10
per person for food and contribution to a gift. RSVP by
calling Laurie Ann Robinson at 372-0914 by June 27. ✦

Burden retirement party
set for July 11


