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Fitzner-Eberhardt award winners announced
Tim Ledbetter, PNNL

Three Pacific Northwest National Laboratory staff members received the
2001 Fitzner-Eberhardt Award for Outstanding Contributions to Science and
Engineering Education at a June 28 ceremony in the Battelle Auditorium.

On behalf of PNNL director Lura Powell, who was in Ukraine, Bill Rogers,
associate laboratory director of the Fundamental Science Division, presented
the awards to Nancy Foster-Mills, Fundamental Science Division; Ted Poston,
Environmental Technology Division and Kevin Simmons; Energy Science and
Technology Division.

The award, initiated in 1994, is in memory of PNNL researchers Dick Fitzner
and Les Eberhardt, who were killed in a plane crash in 1992. Their untimely
deaths cut short outstanding service and contributions to students, teachers
and faculty. Any staff member who has made significant contributions to sci-
ence and engineering education is eligible for the award. Ideally, contributions
should include research experiences or education workshops for students,
teachers and faculty; curriculum development and enhancement; career guidance and mentoring; and en-
hancement of public understanding of science.

Foster-Mills’ mentoring activities have provided students with a quality role model and significant research
opportunities. Over the past six years, Foster-Mills has mentored 10 students. She is widely praised for her
communication skills, caring attitude and ability to make learning a fun experience. In recognition of her
mentoring accomplishments, the Fundamental Science Division presented Foster-Mills with the Chet Cooper
Mentor of the Year Award for 2001.

In addition to serving as a mentor, she has been a supporter of efforts to enhance mentoring at PNNL. Fos-
ter-Mills routinely provides tours of the Environmental Spectroscopy Lab at the Environmental and Molecular
Sciences Laboratory to visiting high school and college students. She has
also been active locally and regionally in the Destination ImagiNation™ Pro-
gram. Foster-Mills’ community involvement also extends to Family Math Night
at the William R. Wiley Elementary School and Take Our Daughters to Work
Day.

Poston has been actively involved in the Partnership for Arid Lands Stew-
ardship Teacher Institute program. Most recently, he teamed with Sue Blanton
to produce an innovative learning project focused on the Lewis and Clark Ex-
pedition. The project had a “then and now” theme, and provided teachers with
opportunities to interpret and explore important water quality issues.

Poston also gains satisfaction from his volunteer work with Jason Lee El-
ementary School’s outdoor education program, held annually at Camp
Wooten near Dayton. He has been involved in the program for the past 11
years.
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Poston seeks to impart information about Hanford issues to students and
teachers. For example, he organized and chaired a forum on Hanford environ-
mental monitoring and surveillance, and invited area students and teachers to
attend. In addition to all of these activities, he still finds time to participate in
events ranging from the Science Olympiad at Columbia Basin College to as-
sorted science fairs.

Simmons has served as a mentor for Richland High School students partici-
pating in the Scientist/Student/Teacher Program for the past three years. SST
is a National Science Foundation-sponsored project where a high school team
(teacher and students) assists PNNL researchers on specific projects. The
team then takes what it has learned back to the classroom to share with fellow
classmates. Through SST, Simmons has worked with eight students and a
teacher. In addition to classroom instruction and demonstrations, he takes time to listen to the students and
provides valued career guidance.

Simmons also has helped develop the materials science curriculum at Richland High School, was instru-
mental in helping Richland High obtain an INSTRON materials testing machine and serves as a member of
the regional Materials Science and Technology Advisory Board, which works with three local high schools.

Simmons hosts educational tours at PNNL, provides “job shadowing” opportunities for students, and has an
open door policy for school officials, teachers and students who want to visit his polymer and composite labo-
ratory.

Other nominees for the Fitzner-Eberhardt Award were Gordon Bilyard, Pavel Hrma and Eric Schmieman of
the Environmental Technology Division, Rene Corrales and Kwong-Kwok Wong of the Fundamental Science
Division and Glen Fryxell and William Samuels of the Energy Science and Technology Division.

The award winners and nominees are to be congratulated for their exceptional contributions to PNNL’s sci-
ence education activities,” said Jeff Estes, Science Education Programs. ✦
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