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Hanford employee honored for results of unusual hobby

MACTEC employee Bill O’Neil likes to build his own aircraft.
He built the plane pictured above and flew it to Oshkosh,
Wis., where it took high honors for workmanship at
Airventure 2001.

Hanford’s Bill O’Neil has a high-flying hobby that can really take off!

Since May 23, when he flight-tested his new hand-built aircraft, O’Neil has been giving it the finishing
touches and preparing to enter it in the Experimental Aircraft Associ-ation’s Airventure 2001 in Oshkosh, Wis.

Airventure is an annual fly-in. This year, it drew more than 10,000 aircraft and 750,000 visitors from all over
the world, giving credence to the Oshkosh tower’s claim of being the world’s busiest airport — for one week a
year! Three thousand of the visiting planes were entered in various Airventure competitions.

Oneil’s blue-and-white aircraft, designated N204BL and named “Checkmate,” is a Glasair II -S-RG which re-
quired six-and-a-half years and more than 5,000 hours to build. The plane has been flown at speeds exceed-
ing 220 miles per hour. This was the second plane O’Neil has built.

O’Neil flew out of Pasco on his way to Oshkosh on July 21.  In McCall, Idaho, he picked up friend and fellow
traveler Rob Wilson, who had helped to build the plane’s electrical system. The men arrived in OshKosh on
schedule despite encountering bad weather in the Midwest.

On July 29, O’Neil was awarded  “Outstanding Workmanship for a kit-built airplane” by Airventure judges.

O’Neil doesn’t think he’ll be going back to Airventure anytime soon. “There is no way to top this experience,”
he said. “This chapter is over, but the next one will be flying and enjoying the benefits of a very fast airplane.”

“There is a comfort flying a plane you built yourself,” O’Neil said. “You’ve been all over every part.”

O’Neil works for MACTEC and is the Change Control administrator for Fluor Hanford. He assists the
projects with Baseline Change Requests and facilitates the FH Change Control Board, which is now part of
the Resource Management Board. ✦


