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Historic groundbreaking kicks off vit plant
Bechtel National, Inc. is mobilizing its construction forces this week to begin work on what will be the world’s

largest radioactive-waste vitrification plant.

Bechtel has begun limited construction at the project
site in Hanford’s 200 East Area. This entails clearing
and grading the 65-acre construction site, building
roads, excavating for project buildings and trenching
for piping.

This is the first step in building the Waste Treatment
Plant, a 10-year, $4 billion effort. Full-scale construc-
tion — placing the concrete walls — will begin in 2002,
and “hot” operations are scheduled to begin in 2007.

A host of dignitaries was on hand Sept. 27 to cel-
ebrate construction mobilization. Department of Energy
Office of River Protection Manager Harry Boston was
joined by corporate executives from Bechtel National
and principal subcontractor Washington Group Interna-
tional, plus community leaders, state legislators, Con-
gressman Doc Hastings and U.S. Senators Patty Murray and Maria Cantwell.

“Today we’re literally moving from plans to progress,”
Boston said.

The plant, being designed, built and commissioned by
Bechtel, is really three
major facilities, plus an analytical laboratory, a 60,000-
square-foot office building and several smaller facilities.

A pretreatment facility will separate high-level radioac-
tive waste from low-activity wastes. The wastes are then
pumped to separate high-level vitrification and low-activ-
ity vitrification plants, mixed with molten glass in electri-
cally heated melters and poured into stainless-steel
canisters.

Canisters with high-level waste will be stored on the
Hanford Site pending future transport to a national re-
pository. Containers bearing low-activity waste will stay
at Hanford.

Immobilizing this dangerous waste will solve a problem that has plagued Hanford for more than 50 years. Of
Hanford’s 177 waste tanks, 149 are single-shell designs, some of which date back to World War II. Others are
decades past their design life. Sixty-seven of the single-shell tanks have leaked at least a million gallons of
waste into the soil. ✦

Office of River Protection Manager Harry Boston, right,
talks with Sen. Patty Murray and Rep. Doc Hastings while
they view a model of Hanford’s planned Waste Treatment
Plant. The model is in a briefing center on the WTP con-
struction site.
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Continued on page 3.

Dennis Shannon of KONA Radio interviews Congressman
Doc Hastings at the site of Hanford’s planned Waste Treat-
ment Plant. Ground was broken for the plant on Sept. 27.
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Historic groundbreaking kicks off vit plant, cont.

Three local small businesses were awarded subcontracts last week totaling more than $21 million for con-
struction of Hanford’s new waste vitrification plant.

The Waste Treatment Plant project’s first major con-
struction subcontract was awarded to George A. Grant,
Inc. of Richland. The subcontract calls for the local con-
struction firm to clear and grade the 65-acre construc-
tion site, construct roads, excavate for project buildings
and trench for piping. The subcontract runs through
Mar. 30, 2002. Grant will subcontract with another local
small business, Constructors Equipment Maintenance,
Inc. of Kennewick, for construction equipment.

Another subcontract was awarded to Central Pre-Mix
Concrete Company of Pasco to set up a batch plant at
the site to supply concrete for construction. A third con-
struction subcontract was awarded to GN Northern, a
small business with offices in Kennewick and Yakima.
The subcontract is to supply and operate an on-site
laboratory for testing soil, asphalt and concrete throughout the construction of the Waste Treatment Plant.

Bechtel intends to place $1 billion in procurements with local and regional small businesses over the 10-year
life of the project. ✦

Vit plant good for local businesses

Celebrating the start of construction on Hanford’s Waste
Treatment Plant, Stephen Hanks, president of principal
subcontractor Washington Group International, ad-
dresses an employee gathering outside the project head-
quarters at 3000 George Washington Way in Richland.
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