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Hanford groups award patriotic essay writers
This year, the Department of

Energy Veterans Advisory Coun-
cil, in conjunction with the Hanford
Safeguards and Security organi-
zations, teamed with the Hanford
Community Diversity Council and
the local Veterans of Foreign
Wars posts and auxiliaries to pro-
vide an opportunity for children of
Hanford Site employees to partici-
pate in a patriotic essay contest.

“The first annual patriotic essay
contest is a huge success,” said
Jim Spracklen, Security and Emer-
gency Services director for the
DOE Richland Operations Office.

Spracklen’s idea began almost a
year ago, and it took a lot of plan-
ning and help from other Hanford
employees. During the planning,
the local Veterans of Foreign Wars
posts offered to team with
Spracklen to make the contest a
reality.

The VFW and its Ladies Auxiliary
organization have a long-standing
national commitment to foster pa-
triotism, promote Americanism and
support educational activities
through their national essay contest. The DOE Veterans Advisory Council provided this opportunity in conjunc-
tion with the annual Veterans Day celebration.

The Veterans Advisory Council and the Hanford Community Diversity Council created a special Hanford cat-
egory within the VFW’s annual essay contest. Each son or daughter of a Hanford employee would have the
opportunity to win a prize in the Hanford category as well as in the local, district, state and national categories
of the VFW contest.

The contest had two age categories — 7th-and-8th-grade students writing on the subject, “Is Freedom Re-
ally Free?,” and 9th-through-12th-grade students on the theme “Reaching Out to America’s Future.” All entries
were evaluated by a panel of judges. “The competition was keen and reading all of the essays was a real
treat,” said Guy Schein, chairman of the DOE Veterans Advisory Council.

“I would like to express our special thanks to our sponsors,” Schein said. “The folks at Protection Technology
Hanford, Fluor Hanford, Battelle Memorial Institute, Lockheed Martin Services, Vista Engineering Technolo-
gies, the Hanford Patrol Explorer Post 714 and Doria Monter-Rogers and Dr. David Lemak of the Kennewick
VFW Post were instrumental in making this event so successful.” ✦

SALUTING THE STARS AND STRIPES: In this historic photo from the Nov. 10,
1944, issue of the Sage Sentinel , Hanford Patrolman C.W. Mason and Sgt. J.A.
Schmitz lower the flag at the Hanford Patrol headquarters during the evening
stars and stripes ceremony. Lt. W.A. Welch and Sgt. A.F. Novotny stand at atten-
tion. At the base of the flagpole is a plaque bearing the names of former patrol-
men who were serving in World War II. Until 1954, Nov. 11 was known as Armi-
stice Day and commemorated the end of World War I. The Sage Sentinel  was the
weekly newspaper published by and for the employees of the Hanford Engineer
Works by the HEW Employee’s Association.

List of winners and excepts from their essys on next two pages
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The student essays —
some excerpts that show our kids’ patriotism

Hanford groups award patriotic essay writers, cont.

And the winners are...

9th–12th grades:
• 1st place: Sahar Zuberi, 11th
grade, Tri-Cities Prep, gold medal,
$250 gift certificate and $400 Savings
Bond

• 2nd place: Anthony Schein, 9th
grade, home-schooled, silver medal,
$175 gift certificate and $100 Savings
Bond

• 3rd place: Daniel Schein, 9th
grade, home-schooled, bronze medal,
$125 gift certificate and $100 Savings
Bond

8th grade:
• 1st place: Debbi Harter, home-
schooled, gold medal, $100 gift cer-
tificate and $200 Savings Bond

• 2nd place: Christine Kelly , Chief
Joseph Middle School, silver medal,
$75 gift certificate and $100 Savings
Bond

• 3rd place: Whitney Chafin ,
Hanford Middle School, bronze
medal, $50 gift certificate and $100
Savings Bond

7th grade:
• 1st place: Dallas Williams,
McLoughlin Middle School, gold
medal, $100 gift certificate and $200
Savings Bond

• 2nd place: Jessie Kurtz, Highlands
Middle School, silver medal, $75 gift
certificate and $100 Savings Bond

• 3rd place: Doug Yale, Highlands
Middle School, bronze medal, $50
gift certificate and $100 Savings
Bond

“What happened at the World Trade Center and the Pentagon will
not be forgotten, nor will the victims. I am not scared of the terror-
ists; I AM PROUD TO BE AN AMERICAN!”

 — Doug Yale

“The United States of America is an awesome country. We owe all
our thanks for the freedom that didn’t come free or cheap, to God
and all men that have fought in past wars. May the courage that
Americans long ago had remain in the hearts of Americans today,
and may God bless us and keep us safe.”

— Jessie Kurtz

“All Americans are blessed to live here. We can go to school and
learn, we can have friends that are different races and religions, and
we can just be ourselves, say what we want, and for the most part,
do what we want. I am very thankful that I live here in America,
rather than anywhere else.”

 — Dallas Williams

“When I am old and gray I will be telling my children stories about
the day that they tried to take our freedom away, but everyone —
the children, the moms, the dads, the Marines, the Army, the Navy
— everyone pulled together and said no way! No one can have our
freedom!”

 — Whitney Chafin

“Freedom is not free. While United States citizens are born with
freedom, it is a right we must work to keep. Our forefathers earned it
for us, and to live freedom to its fullest we must continue to earn
freedom and believe in it. We can lose our freedom if we do not
treat it with respect.”

 — Christine Kelly

“Is freedom really free? Ask a veteran who has lost a limb. Ask a
spouse who has lost a loved one in battle. Ask a child who has lost
a parent in war. Ask a policeman, fireman, or anyone else who risks
their life to protect us.”

— Debbi Harter

More excepts on next page
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“We look to those of you who have gone before us to instill in us the
courage necessary to ensure our continuing freedom. We know that
freedom and democracy come with a high price tag. It has been paid for
with American blood and sacrifice over the more than 225 years of
America’s existence. But soon I know that the debt will be the responsi-
bility of my generation.”

— Daniel Schein

“Allow me to comprehend the depth of patriotism that would reduce my
grandfather, a World War II veteran, to tears as he stood covering his
heart with his hand while the National Anthem played at a ballgame. Tell
me about your devotion and love for this country as you gave blood,
sweat and tears to ensure America’s freedom and growth. Open my
eyes to all that America gave to you. I need to understand the debt that
is owed by all of us who follow you.”

— Anthony Schein

“Once more life has tested us, but from the ashes of the World Trade
Center, like a Phoenix, the American spirit is reborn. It is strong, unbeat-
able, vibrant, fearless, resilient and compassionate. It is with this spirit
that we move forward to a better tomorrow and a bright future, not only
for us, but for the rest of the world. Let freedom ring!”

— Sahar Zuberi

Hanford groups award patriotic essay writers, cont.


