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Throughout this month the National Fire Protection Association has
helped us “Strike Out Fire” by covering our home fire safety bases. We
sprinted for first base by learning more about cooking safety. Then we
headed for second base with heating safety suggestions. Last week we
rounded third base with information on electrical safety. Now we are
safe at home with the following home fire safety tips.

• Install at least one smoke detector on every floor of your home, in-
cluding the basement and in or near every sleeping area.

• Know the sound of your smoke alarms. Newer models feature a uni-
versal signal pattern – three beeps followed by a one-and-a-half-second
pause.

• Replace batteries in smoke detectors once a year or when the alarm
“chirps” to tell you the battery power is low. To help you remember, pick
a significant date, such as Jan. 1 or your birthday, to replace the batter-
ies.

• Test all smoke detectors every month and replace any alarms more
than 10 years old.

• Consider having an automatic home fire sprinkler system installed.

• Keep combustible materials and flammable liquids away from fur-
naces, water heaters and other heat sources.

• Have your entire household help develop a home fire escape plan
and practice it at least twice a year.

• Know two unobstructed exits (usually a door and a window) from each
room in your home. ✦

Stay safe at home; install and maintain smoke detectors


