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Employees are invited to write letters of general inter-
est on work-related topics. Anonymous letters will not be
printed. We reserve the right to edit letters or not to accept
letters for publication.  Send your letters to the Reach,
B3-30, or to *Hanford Reach on e-mail. Letters are limited
to 300 words, and must include your name, company, work
group and location. Opinions expressed are those of the
author and not of DOE-RL, ORP or  their contractors.

L  E  T  T  E  R  S

Linux luck
I have a couple computers that have been online with

the Internet almost continuously since January.

We have seen virus and worm infections come and go
without ever being infected ourselves. My kids download
midi and game files continuously.

Maybe it’s because we are very lucky. Maybe it’s be-
cause we run Linux!

Lloyd Gardner
Fluor Hanford

Boosting boater safety
In the Sept. 24 issue of the Hanford Reach there was an

advertisement for two boat safety courses.

The U. S. Coast Guard Auxiliary does an excellent job
teaching these courses. I urge anyone who boats to take
these courses.

This important information will make you a safer, more
confident boater.

Jenny Caraway
HEHF

Defensive driving
My husband and I both work in the 200 West Area, and

we live in Richland. We always take Highway 240 to and
from work. Yesterday, (Sept. 24), as we were driving
home, my husband was forced to slam on his brakes be-
cause a person in a white car decided he could pass five
cars instead of four (decreasing his commute by approxi-
mately 0.005 seconds).

If we hadn’t been able to determine this person’s high
rate of speed coming straight at us, we would be dead. I
hope the person is reading this (he knows who he is), be-
cause I would like to tell him that we have children,
friends, neighbors, a wonderful cat named BooBoo and a
very happy life together. Please be careful on Highway 240.

Dawn Wolf
Fluor Hanford

Merge with care
In response to recent complaints about our commute to

work, I would like to remind everyone how to merge into
traffic.

The Merriam-Webster dictionary defines “merge” as “to
blend or come together without abrupt change.” Stopping
in the merge lane is an abrupt change. Don’t do that!

The Washington Driver Guide (available online at http://
www.wa.gov/dol/drivers/english.htm) has this to say
about merging into traffic:

“When you merge with traffic, signal and enter at the
same speed that traffic is moving. High-speed roadways
generally have ramps [or merge lanes] to give you time to
build up your speed. Use the ramp [or merge lane] to
reach the speed of other vehicles before you merge onto
the road. Do not drive to the end of the ramp and stop or
you will not have enough room to get up to the speed of
traffic. Also, drivers behind you will not expect you to
stop and you may be hit from the rear. If you have to wait
for space to enter a roadway, slow down on the ramp so
you have some room to speed up before you have to
merge.”

Other drivers are not always able to move into the other
lane in order to allow you to merge into traffic, especially
if there is a car in the other lane or they are about to turn.
Also, merge into the lane that is closest to the ramp or
merge lane. Do not immediately try to get into the far
lane. The Washington Driver Guide also states, “If you
want to move over several lanes, take them one at a time.”

Michelle Doty
Fluor Hanford

Were you a Boys Club or Boys and Girls Club kid
once? If so, the Boys and Girls Clubs of Benton and
Franklin Counties want to hear from you. They are
searching for people whose lives were touched by a posi-
tive experience they had as members of Boys Clubs or
the Boys and Girls Club in their youth. If your experience
with the clubs occurred somewhere other than the Tri-Cit-
ies, they are looking for you, too. Visit the Web site at
www.kidexpert.org  for more information, or call Vanessa
Moore at 376-8141. ✦

Come on home
to the

Boys and Girls Club

N  E  W  S  B  R  I  E  F  S
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Regulatory compliance
 transportation classes

Duratek Federal Services, Inc. Northwest Operations
will offer the following classes at the Volpentest
HAMMER Training and Education Center during the
first quarter of fiscal year 2002. To register for the
classes contact your training coordinator.

• Basic Hazardous Materials Transportation Training,
Mod 1 (Course No. 020064) — Nov. 12-14

• Basic Hazardous Waste Transportation Training,
Mod 2 (Course No. 020068) — Nov. 14

• Basic Radioactive Materials Transportation Training,
Mod 3 (Course No. 020059) — Nov. 15-16

• Hazardous Materials General Awareness Transporta-
tion Training (Course No. 020075) — Oct. 9, Oct.
23, Nov. 8 or Dec. 11

• Advanced Radioactive Material Shipper Certification
Training (Course No. 020069) — Dec. 18-20

• Hazardous Materials Driver’s Training (Course No.
020077) — Oct. 10 or 24

• Introduction to the Federal Motor Carrier Safety
Regulations (Course No. 020083) — Nov. 7

• Advanced Hazardous Waste Shipper Certification
Training (Course No. 020159) — Nov. 27-29

• Load Securement of HazMat for Drivers and Ship-
pers (Course No. 050410) — Dec. 12

Continuing Training offered at HAMMER
The Volpentest HAMMER Training and Education

Center offers Continuing Training Offering Plan
sessions regularly. There is no charge for participa-
tion in the sessions, but students must register in
advance. Register online at http://www.rl.gov/trs/
ctop/ctop.htm. Click on the selected session and
complete the registration form, or send an e-mail
message to Vikki Ballew with student name, Hanford
identification number, organization name (not code),
company name, session date and session title. Up-
coming sessions include:

• A Hands-on Approach to Procedure Process
Training  – Oct. 17, 7:30 a.m. in room 28. This
interactive session provides an example of how one
organization used a novel approach to provide

procedure compliance expectations training.

• Integrated Training Electronic Matrix (ITEM)  –
Dec. 5, 7:30 a.m. in room 16. ITEM is the site-wide
program for tracking training requirements. This
session includes a general overview of ITEM, discusses
how to access various reports and provides an explana-
tion of the role instructional staff members may play in
providing input that feeds into the system.

DOE-RL sponsors training on USQs
The Department of Energy Richland Operations Office

will sponsor the Epsilon Unreviewed Safety Ques-
tions class on Nov. 13-15 at the Consolidated Infor-
mation Center at Washington State University Tri-
Cities. This course is intended for DOE and DOE
contractor personnel who are involved with the
preparation, review and approval processes for
Unreviewed Safety Questions. The course presents
the purpose and terminology specific to the USQ
process and the key aspects of the USQ process —
specifically the inputs, key steps and outputs. It
incorporates the most recent application and imple-
mentation interpretations for this process from DOE
Headquarters. The cost of the course is $843 per
person. To register, please go into the Parallax Web
Page at http://www.parallax-engr.com and then to
Parallax, Inc. Training Center (DOE Training Admin-
istration Office). For more information, call Marcy
George at 376-8284.✦

C  A  L  E  N  D  A  R

Oct. 6 walk to raise money
for Special Olympics

Special Olympics athletes in Washington need your
help. On Oct. 6, join walkers across the state to help
raise money to make it possible for thousands of
individuals with mental retardation to experience
the joy, exhilaration, teamwork and challenge that
come from participating in organized sports. In the
Tri-Cities, the Special Olympics walk will take
place from 8:30 to 11 a.m. in Columbia Park.
Contact Pat L. Davis at 373-6030 for more informa-
tion.

Customer service is focus of Oct. 9 AQP meeting
The Oct. 9 meeting of the local chapter of the Associa-

Continued on page 17.
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tion for Quality and Participation at the Richland
Shilo Inn will feature Fred Almeida, owner and spa
director of Nouveau Skin Care and Day Spa.
Almeida will share strategies for customer satisfac-
tion and quality in a service industry. The networking
and social hour begins at 5 p.m., the buffet is at 6,
and the presentation starts at 7. The cost is $16 for
AQP or American Society for Quality members, $19
for non-members or $5 for the presentation only.
Make your reservations by Oct. 4. Call 547-6548 or
register through the chapter’s Web site at http://
www.3-cities.com/~gates/AQPQuest.htm.

Society of Women Engineers meet Oct. 19
Members of the Spokane section of the Society of

Women Engineers will join members of the Eastern
Washington section of the SWE for their dinner
meeting at 5:30 p.m. on Oct. 19 at the Emerald of
Siam restaurant in the Richland Uptown Shopping
Center. Members of the Spokane section will speak
about their careers, lives, paths and choices, and then
join in a panel discussion on work, family and world
issues with members of the Eastern Washington
section. The cost is $9.95 plus tax for the buffet
dinner. Please RSVP  to Teresa Torres at 372-2173.

October events at the Hanford Technical Library
The following events will take place in Room 101R at

the Consolidated Information Center, Washington
State University Tri-Cities campus:

• Library Tour — Thursday, Oct. 4, 8:30 a.m. Take a
tour of the library and find out the services available to
you in the library and on your desktop.

• How to Find Information on the Internet  —
Thursday, Oct. 11, noon. Learn how to tunnel
through the mountains of information and discover
Internet sites that are useful for your day-to-day
work.

• Computer Science Resources — Thursday, Oct. 18,
noon. Learn how the resources EShaman, INSPEC
and the ACM Digital Library can help with research.
Full-text articles are available from each of these
resources for desktop access.

The library staff is also available for presentations at
group meetings or brown-bag sessions. For more
information, contact Mary Frances Lembo at 372-

7441 or at mf.lembo@pnl.gov. Visit the library’s Web
site at http://library.pnl.gov . The Hanford Technical
Library is a site service operated by Pacific North-
west National Laboratory.

Give blood Oct. 10
An American Red Cross blood drawing will be held

from 10 a.m. until 3 p.m. on Wednesday, Oct. 10, in
the Federal Building. Check-in at the Federal Build-
ing lobby, and the bloodmobile will be parked in the
parking lot north of the building. Walk-ins are
welcome, but you can assure an appointment by
calling (800) 787-9691.

NMA meets Oct. 10
The Oct. 10 dinner meeting of the Hanford Chapter of

the National Management Association will feature
Bill Hillar, president of NMA’s Tri-Cities Area Public
Employees Chapter, speaking about transformable
leaders. The meeting will be held at the Red Lion
Hotel in Richland. The social hour begins at 5 p.m.
and the business meeting starts at 5:45. There is no
charge for chapter members. The cost for guests is
$20. Call Lisa Hart at 376-3484 to make a reserva-
tion.

Learn about wine at NAPM meeting on Oct. 11
The Oct. 11 meeting of the National Association of

Purchasing Management at the West Coast Hotel in
Kennewick will feature Dr. Larry James, dean of the
Washington State University Tri-Cities campus, who
will be giving a presentation on the new bachelor of
science degree in viticulture and enology being offered
at WSU Tri-Cities. Social hour begins at 5:30 p.m.,
dinner at 6:30 and the program at 7. Make your reserva-
tions by contacting Bill Smith at 371-4719 or at
wrsmith1@bechtel.com by Oct. 9.✦

The CH2M HILL Hanford Group Employee Recogni-
tion Council honored July and August performance award
winners during a luncheon held Sept. 27 in the 200 East
Area.

For the month of July, the teams of Delbert Zorn, Doug
Bailey and Brad Hasty; Rob Dunn, Bill Erbe, Jared Dob-

CH2M HILL Hanford Group
announces award winners

B  R  A  V  O

C  A  L  E  N  D  A  R
continued

Continued on page 18.
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son and CR Smith; and Rick Thompson, Patty Emerson,
Gary Thornton, Kasey Junt, Asa Johnson, Andy Wegner
and George Herod were the winners in the safety cat-
egory. Winners in the individual categories were Kirby
Killman, Julie Gerds, Nancy Butler, Sharon Wiatrak,
Cindy Kimball and Pete Galatis. Winning in the team cat-
egory was the team of John Van Beek, Mike McKinney,
Curtis Rieck, Steve Briggs, Edgar Martinen, John
Schofield and Ed Nordquist.

For the month of August, Clyde Saunders was the indi-
vidual winner in the safety category. Other individual
winners were Bob Ward, Fran Julian, Jim Zach and John
Hobbs. The team of Nancy Butler, Larry Atkins, Mike
McKinney and Morgan Harding were winners in the team
category.

Additional information about the awards and winners’
accomplishments is on the Hanford Web site at http://
apweb02.rl.gov/rpp/index3.cfm? FileName=/docs/62/
docs/main.htm&Pagenum=62&Page num=62. Nomina-
tion forms are available on Site Forms: A-6001-358. ✦

B  R  A  V  O,
continued

300 Area
along fence east of Wisconsin Street

Oct. 8 1 to 4 p.m. Sound Safety
Oct. 15 2 to 5 p.m. BC Sales

100 K Area
parking lot south of MO-401

Oct. 16 7 to 10 a.m. BC Sales

200 East Area
northeast gravel parking lot of 2101-M

Oct. 10 7 a.m. to noon Sound Safety
Oct. 16 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. BC Sales

200 West Area
parking lot east of MO-281

Oct. 10 1 to 4 p.m. Sound Safety
Oct. 16 2 to 5 p.m. BC Sales

S H O E M O B I L E

H.E. R. O.
Hanford Employee
Recreation Organization

PLEASE MAIL YOUR TICKET REQUESTS TO THE AP-
PROPRIATE LISTED TICKET SELLER  — It saves the
ticket sellers’ time and your tickets will be sent to you the
same day.

YAKIMA AREA REPRESENTATIVE — Area representa-
tive is needed for Yakima. If you are interested, if your
company is part of the Fluor Project Hanford team and if
you have your manager’s approval, e-mail Phyllis Roha.

HRA — Questions about the Hanford Recreation Associa-
tion should be directed to Denise Prior at 376-2258.

HERO POLICY FOR NSF CHECKS  — Associated non-
sufficient fund bank fees will be passed on to check issu-
ers. HERO will not absorb the cost.

HOLIDAY GREETING CARDS CATALOGS — Now avail-
able through Employee Printing Services. Books can be
checked out from Marvene McChesney (T4-61) or Jan
Dickinson (H2-23).

DISCOUNTED MOVIE TICKETS — Limit now 10 per pur-
chase. Carmike tickets are $4.50 each with restrictions
applying only to Sony DDS movies. Regal tickets are $5
each and applicable restrictions are identified in the Tri-
City Herald with a star. Yakima Mercy tickets are $5 each
with no restrictions. For Regal or Carmike tickets, send
checks made payable to “HERO” to Linda Meigs (H3-12),
Linda Sheehan (T4-40), Nancy Zeuge (X3-74), Michelle
Brown-Palmore (A7-51) or Patti Boothe (T6-04). For
Yakima Mercy tickets, send checks to Flu Garza (T4-01)
or Nancy Zeuge (X3-74).

BIG BIRD’S SUNNY DAY CAMP OUT  – Nov. 2-4, Tri-Cit-
ies Coliseum. On Friday, all seats are $10 for the 7 p.m.
show. Prices for the Saturday (10:30 a.m. and 2 p.m.) and
Sunday (2 p.m.) shows are $18 for floor seating, $12 for
lower Q to Y and $7 for upper Q to Y. Children and their
families are invited to go on a musical camping trip with
Big Bird, Elmo, Cookie Monster and the rest of their
friends on Sesame Street. They’re setting off on a toe-
tapping, eye-popping, imagination-grabbing excursion in
a Sesame Street Live musical extravaganza. Make
checks payable to HERO. Ticket sellers are Linda Meigs
(H3-12) and Sheila Kirk (T4-05).

Continued on page 19.
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UPCOMING TRIPS

• Clackamas Shopping Trip  — Oct. 26 (an “off” Friday).
Join us for a one-day shopping trip to the Clackamas
Town Center Mall near Portland. The price is $25 per per-
son, and snacks and beverages will be served. The bus
will leave the Federal Building parking lot promptly at 6:30
a.m. For more information, e-mail Tricia Poland (T5-04).

• Puerto Vallarta, Mexico  — Nov. 6-13. Price dropped
$100 to $725 ppdo, $665 triple, $612 quad and $1,026
single. Payment in full is required to reserve your spot.
Major credit cards are accepted but 3 percent is added to
the charge. Trip includes eight days and seven nights ac-
commodations at the five-star Villa del Palmar Hotel on
the beach in a studio unit; round-trip transfers from the
airport to the hotel; all air, hotel and departure taxes. The
Villa Del Palmar offers a swimming pool, restaurants and
bars, tennis court, fitness center, grocery store and 100
yards of white sandy beach. Space is limited now, so don’t
wait until the last minute to reserve your spot. E-mail Sheila
Kirk (T4-05).

• Leavenworth Bus Trip  — Join us
for the tree lighting in Leavenworth on
Dec 8. The buses will leave the Fed-
eral Bldg. parking lot at 7 a.m. and re-
turn after the tree lighting. Snacks,
drinks and a movie will be provided. A
$27 pp non-refundable deposit is due
to reserve your spot. Seating is limited,
so reserve your space early. Make
checks payable to HERO and mail to
Marvene McChesney (T4-61).

• Fantasy in Lights Cruise on Lake
Coeur d’Alene  — Climb aboard the
Fun Fleet of Coeur d’Alene Cruises for
a holiday tour of the lighted displays,
complete with caroling and onboard
Christmas treats, all in climate-con-
trolled comfort. Package includes
round-trip bus, guest room at the
Coeur d’ Alene Resort, breakfast, and
one-hour lake cruise.  Depart Saturday
morning and stop at the Post Falls
Outlet Mall for Christmas shopping,
then it’s off to Coeur d’Alene for your

relaxing evening cruise. There are additional shops close
to the resort. Dec. 15-16, $105 per person based on
double occupancy, and $144 per person single occu-
pancy.  A $25 non-refundable deposit per person is due
as soon as possible to reserve your seat. There will only
be one bus going, so send in your deposit early to re-
serve your spot!  E-mail Phyllis Roha.

• Western Caribbean Cruise  — a seven-day cruise be-
ginning Feb. 8.  This Western Caribbean cruise leaves
Miami for Key West, Florida; Georgetown, Grand Cay-
man; Cozumel, Progreso, and Chichen Itza, Mexico; then
back to Miami, with a couple of days just “at sea.” Celeb-
rity Cruises offers this wonderful cruise. They are very
well known for their dining on board and for delivering a
six-star experience at three-star prices. E-mail Linda
Meigs for more information.

Here are a list of trips coming in 2002 and the points
of contact.

• Cancun, Mexico, Phyllis Roha

• Maui, Hawaii, Cheri McGee

• Branson Musical Getaway, Sheila Kirk

H. E. R.O.
Employee
Activities

Continued
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Harry Boston, Manager
DOE Office of River Protection

Continued on page 20.
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V  A  N  P  O  O  L  S

KENNEWICK
Vanpool No.196 (formerly No. 72) has openings, 8x9 schedule. Picks up at homes or convenient
stops on a route that does not affect current drive times from Kennewick. Streets on route now
are in vicinity of Vancouver and 36th, 27th and Olympia, 19th and Olympia, 4th and Vancouver,
Clearwater and Morain, West Hood, Edison and Canal, 2440 Stevens. Drops off in 200E Area at
2750, WESF, and 2704-HV. Call John at 372-0223 or send an e-mail message to R J II (John)
Townley.  10/1

8x9 vanpool from Richland Wye to 200W, serving commuters from Richland and Kennewick, has
an opening. We stop at 222-S, MO-279, T Plant, WRAP and MO-720. Call Fred Sargent at 373-
2106. 9/24

Rider needed for Ben Franklin vanpool to 200W. Picks up along 10th St. at Rainier and 17th, and
at the Kennewick Shopko. Drops off at MO-281, MO-279, T Plant and WRAP. Call Debbie  at
372-2698 for more information. 9/24

PASCO
Vanpool No. 213 has openings, 7 a.m.-4:30 p.m., 8x9 shift. Starting point is Road 68 (by
TRAC).Piicks up at the Federal Building. Willing to pick up along George Washington Way north
of Van Giesen St. Drops off at 2704-HV, B Plant and 2750-E, but willing to drop off anywhere
along the route. Backup drivers are appreciated, but not necessary. Contact Doug Bailey  at 373-
2392 or Dale Hicks  at 372-2403. 10/1

RICHLAND
Vanpool No. 117 has openings for 8x9 riders to 200W. Originates at Densow’s Drugstore, Wright
Avenue, Richland. 200W Area stops include 277-W, MO-412, MO-278, MO-279, MO-287, MO-
556, and 272-WA, MO-281, MO-720. E-mail or contact Gary Bush  at 372-2531or Bobbie
Lorenzen  373-2119. 10/1

WEST RICHLAND
Vanpool No. 120 to 200E needs one 8x9 rider. Leaves Flat Top Park at 6:10 a.m. Drops off at
2750-E, WESF, 2727 and 2025-EA. Contact Marion  at 372-0383. 9/24✦

• London, Sheila Kirk

• Floriade world horticultural exhibit in Holland, and visit
Belgium and Germany, Nancie Simon

• Ireland, Marvene McChesney

• Oregon Coast, Tricia Poland

• Tillicum Village on Blake Island, Marvene McChesney

• Bellevue Shopping, Denise Prior

• Cariboo Golf Getaway, Flu Garza

• Radiance of the Sea Cruise, Linda Meigs

• Cariboo Spa Spoiler, Sheila Kirk

• San Juan Island 3-Day Getaway, Linda Meigs  ✦

Vanpool ads are run for two weeks. Ads must be resubmitted to
run in subsequent issues of the Hanford Reach. The deadline for
submissions is Thursday, 10 days prior to publication.

Day & Zimmermann Protection Technology reminds employees to wear their badges. Vanpool and carpool driv-
ers are responsible for ensuring riders are badged. If a passenger forgets his or her badge, Patrol must be in-
formed at the barricades. For more information, look on the Hanford Web in the Projects and Activities section.
Safeguards and Security at http://www.rl.gov:1050/sas/pg1v3h tm.


