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CONFEDERATED TRIBES AND BANDS OF THE YAKAMA INDIAN NATION
REQUEST FOR EXTENSION AND U.S. DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY RESPONSE
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Confederated Tribes and Bands Established by the
of the Yakama Indian Nation Treaty of June 9, 1855

=/ Mr. Dave Brockman, Manager April 22, 2008

US Department of Energy
Richiand Operations Office
PO Box 550, A7-50
Richland, WA 99352

Re: Suppiement Analysis, Hanford Comprehensive Land-Use Plan Environmental Impact
Statement Request for Extension.

Dear Mr. Brockman:

The Confederated Tribes and Bands of the Yakama Nation thank you for providing the
opportunity to comment on the Supplement Analysis, Hanford Comprehensive Land-Use
Plan, Environmental Impact Statement but, the Yakama Nation (YN) ERWM Program
has concerns with the entire process and the lack of consultation.

On the September 18, 2007 the YN ERWM Cultural and Technical staft received
notification Department of Energy's (DOE) intent 10 complete a draft Supplement
Analysis for an informal 30 day report review expected in December. A limited
preliminary report and handout was later issued. This repont was followed by a newly
completed report dated March 2008. A meeting was requested with the Supplement
Analysis staff and was held on April 21, 2008. At this meeting DOE-RL staff discussed
the Supplement Analysis and several additional issues were identified and discussed. At
the conclusion of the meeting DOE staff requested the Tribe 1o provide comments no
later than April 23, 2008. Having raised these additional issues with the Supplement
Analysis and the short turn around time doesn’t aliow adequate time to prepare comments
and initiate consuhation in a timely manner.

The YN ERWM appreciates the opportunity to comment on this document but asks that
DOE, Richland Operations Office allow a more reasonable and mutually acceptable
period of time to review and prepare detailed comments for your consideration.
Accordingly, the Yakama Nation requests consideration is given to extending the
comment period at least 30 days from the date of this letter.

Thank you again for inviting the YN ERWM Program to comment on the proposed Plan.
If you have further questions or concerns, please feel free to contact Russell Jim, ERWM
Program Manager or Dana Miller, Geographer.

Sincerely,

e a e
Russell Jim,
Manager ERWM Program

CC:
Philip Rigdon, Deputy Director REC Ei VED

APRZQm

Past Office Box 151, Fort Road, Toppenish, WA 98948 (509) 865-5121 DOE__RLCC
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Department of Energy

Richland Operations Office
P.O. Box 550
Richland, Washington 99352

MAY 15 2008

08-AMCP-0183

Mr. Russell Jim, Manager

Environmental Restoration/
Waste Management Program

Confederated Tribes and Bands
of the Yakama Nation

2808 Main Street

Union Gap, Washington 98903

Dear Mr. Jim:

HANFORD COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE PLAN ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT
STATEMENT SUPPLEMENT ANALYSIS

The purpose of this letter is to respond 1o the April 22, 2008, request for a 30-day extension on
the informal public review period during April 7, 2008 through April 23, 2008, of the Hanford
Comprehensive Land Use Plan Environmental Impact Statement (HCP-EIS) Supplement
Analysis (SA).

The U.S. Department of Energy. Richland Operations Office (RL) appreciates the opportunity to
hear your concerns during the meetings held on January 14, 2008, and April 21, 2008. During
the January 14, 2008 meeting members of your technical staff including Wade Riggsbee,

Dana Miller, and Leah Aleck provided examples of several documents thought to be germane to
the SA, all of which were included in the SA’s evaluation. During the April 21, 2008 meeting
we heard your concern relative 1o the original HCP-EIS Record of Decision (ROD) and that the
Confederated Tribes and Bands of the Yakama Nation does not agree with the alternative that
was selected by RL in its ROD in November 1999. This is based in part on the concern that the
existing land use management plan does not adequately recognize compliance with Yakama
Nation Treaty Rights.

The National Environmental Policy Act and implementing regulations do not require a public
process on an SA; however, because of the great interest that tribal nations, local communities,
stakeholders, and the public have had on the comprehensive land use plan, RL has made the
decision to conduct a series of outreach efforts on the SA, including the informal 30-day pubtlic
review period. RL provided information and notice about the SA by first issuing a fact sheet in
October 2007 describing the SA requesting feedback or input on issues or documents that RL
should consider. The fact sheet also described RL’s plan to provide a 30-day informal public
review period of the SA early in 2008, This fact sheet was mailed 10 all area Tribes and sent to
the Hanford Site listserv. This notice provided an carly opportunity to express concerns, identify
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Mr. Russell Jim 2- MAY 15 2008

08-AMCP-0183

issues, or ask questions about the SA or the public review process. A second fact sheet was also
issued in March 2008 and distributed to alert the local community of the informal public
comment period. In early 2008, RL provided overviews of the SA at regularly scheduled
meetings of the Hanford Advisory Board, Hanford Natural Resource Trustee Council, and the
Native American Cultural Resources Group, again describing RL’s plan to issue the SA for an
informal 30-day public review period.

Based on the above considerations, we do not believe that extending the informal public review
period at this time is warranted. However, we do encourage you to provide comments as soon as
possible and to the extent practicable, we will consider them before finalizing the SA.

If you have any questions, please contact me, or your staff may contact Matt McCormick,
Assistant Manager for the Central Plateau, on (509) 373-9971.

Sincerely,
@AM
1d A. Brockman
AMCP:BLF Manager

cc: R. H. Engelmann, EFSH
J. E. Hyatt, FHI
M. T. Jansky, FHI
R. E. Piippo, FHI
J. G. Vance, FFS
Administrative Record
Environmental Portal
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DETERMINATION

Based on the analyses presented in Hanford Comprehensive Land-Use Plan
Environmental Impact Statement Supplement Analysis (DOE/EIS-0222-SA-01), the

U.S. Department of Energy has not identified significant changes in circumstances or
substantial new information that have evolved since 1999 that would affect the basis for
its decision as documented in the Hanford Comprehensive Land-Use Plan Environmental
Impact Statement Record of Decision. The U.S. Department of Energy believes that
preparation of a new environmental impact statement, or a supplement to the existing
environmental impact statement, is not warranted at this time. Based on the U.S.
Department of Energy’s determination as a result of the supplement analysis, the U.S.
Department of Energy will publish an amended record of decision to clarify that other -
regulatory processes, additional implementation controls, and stakeholder involvement
processes are acceptable methods for the specific purpose of addressing whether
proposed activities at the Hanford Site are consistent with the comprehensive land-use
plan land-use designations, map, and policies.

Approved in Washington, DC on this @ day of#_ZOOS.

ames A. Rispoli
Assistant Secretary
for Environmental Management
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