
Fall 1998 200 East Area Biological Vector Contamination Report HNF-3628

November December

Daily Routine Radiological Surveys

OctoberAugust September

No contami-
nation reported at 
4843 since 
November 16 
finding
Cutoff date for 
this report

Dec. 31
D2-

D3-

All flying- insect 
traps closed/ 
removed except 
six at 4843

Dec. 4
D1-

Six flying-
insect traps 
placed at 
4843

Nov. 17
N10-

Found contamination 
on one bag of refuse 
(apparently pieces of 
a fruit fly) at 
temporary survey 
station - 4843
First refuse
shipment released
to BDI Transfer

Nov. 16
N8-

N9-

Temporary survey 
station established in
4843 Building
in the 400 Area to 
survey refuse going 
offsite
First load of refuse 
surveyed in 4843

Nov. 12
N6-

N7-

Memorandum 
of Agreement 
signed with
BDI Transfer,
Pasco, WA, for
1 year

Nov. 10
N5-

RBA established 
south of B Plant
Extensive bioassays 
were begun

Oct. 2

O14-

O18-Sept. 25
Routine survey of MO-967 
showed no contamination

S17-

Sept. 10
Fixative 
applied to 
241-ER-152 

S2-

Daily                                                                                                                                                                 
routine 
radiological 
surveys 
began

Aug. 11
A2-

Sept. 28
S24-Routine 

radiological survey 
identified

contaminationFACTUAL

SCENARIO
Fruit Fly Life 

Cycle

Egg Larva

Sept. 15, 
1998

Sept. 16, 
1998

Sept. 25, 
1998

0Day

Sept. 29, 
1998

Sept. 28, 
1998

Adult

Sept. 15
241-ER-152 
jumper work 
performed with
pit open 

S4-

Sept. 28
S22-

S24-

S25-

S23-

7:45 a.m. Dumpster outside MO-967 
was emptied into Truck #3500
8:45 Survey began; contamination 
found in MO-967 (knife, etc.)
11:30 Dumpster surveyed; 
contamination found
1:30 Truck #3500 dumped contami-
nated refuse in the City landfill 
(unknowingly)

Situation Room was established
Construction debris hauling
to the City landfill suspended
RCT resurveyed the City landfill
Planning for retrieval from the City 
landfill initiated with City and County
Inside of Truck #3500 found 
contaminated
Fly traps checked as scheduled and 
found to be contaminated
Press release by City of Richland
WDOH notified of potential radioactive 
air emission (Truck #3500) and 
possible landfill contamination

Oct. 1
O1-
O2-

O3-
O3a-

O8-

O9b-

O11-
O13-

Policy team began 
daily updates for 
governmental 
agencies
WDOH approved 
NOCs for retrieval 
from City landfill and 
burial at Hanford 
Site
Initial contamination 
found at the City 
landfill
EPA approved NOC 
for burial at Hanford 
Site

Oct. 7

O37-

O38-

O39-

O49-

Oct. 5
Flying-insect trapping expanded 
Sitewide and at the City landfill 
(6 traps)
Insecticide spot treatment began 
at 241-ER-152, local dumpsters
PHMC companies, RL, City of 
Richland, and WDOH met.  
Formed investigation team and 
major subteams
First all-employee notice
was sent
FDH held press conference
Exploration started at the city 
landfill to find contamination

O24-

O25-

O26-

O27-

O29-
O31-

First fogging of 
RBA
Contaminated 
material found 
in second cell at 
the City landfill

Oct. 10
O64-

O65-

Started removing 
potentially contami-
nated refuse from the 
City landfill 
Delivered refuse from 
City landfill to the Low-
Level Burial Grounds 
in the 200 East Area of 
the Hanford Site

Oct. 9
O60-

O61a-

FDH, DYN, RL, and City 
of Richland agreed 
excavation at the City 
landfill is completed
Second fogging of RBA

Oct. 11
O67-

O68-

All Hanford Site 
refuse removal 
was completed 
except one 
contingency 
container
Third fogging of 
RBA

Oct. 12
O70-

O71a-

Contingency container 
removed from the City 
landfill to the Site
Surveys for excavation
at the City landfill 
completed, disturbed 
area restored, layer of 
soil placed over area

Oct. 14
O76a-

O77-

Fogging was 
resumed at the 
RBA

Oct. 15
O83-

RBA released to 
normal operations
Fogging at RBA  
terminated

Oct. 19
O84-

O85-

241-ER-152  
sprayed with 
pyrethrin

Oct. 27
O91-

241-ER-152 
sprayed with 
PRO Control 
Plus

Oct. 28
O92-

Contamination 
found in traps for 
flying insects at
241-ER-152, north 
side of MO-966, 
and in dumpster 
outside
Building 2101-M
Dumpster sealed
in plastic and taken
out of service
Fogging at RBA 
resumed
RL briefed City of 
Richland

Oct. 26
O86/87/88-

O88-

O89-

O90-

One contami-
nated fruit fly 
found in trap 
near
U.S. Ecology 
dumpster

Oct. 30
O93-

Fogging was 
terminated at the 
RBA

Oct. 31
O89-

Fogging 
was 
resumed 
at the 
former 
RBA

Nov. 2
N1-

Fogging 
terminated  
at the former 
RBA

Nov. 9
N4-

Sept. 29
S30-

S32-

Truck #3500 made 
regular 200 East 
Area refuse pickup 
and delivered to the 
City landfill, not 
knowing of contami-
nation in truck
First contaminated 
flying insect found

Sept. 30
S36-

S38-

S39-

S40-
S44-

S44a-

Fact-finding meeting held from 
8:30 to 12:30
1:30 City of Richland notified 
of potential that contaminated 
refuse may have been trucked
to the City landfill
1:30 RCT dispatched to the 
City landfill (initial visit)
Truck #3500 isolated 
Sanitary refuse hauling to the 
City landfill suspended
Flying-insect traps were set
near 241-ER-152 and 
MO-967

Oct. 8
O47-

O49a-

O54-

O57-

200 East Area garbage 
trucks fogged
EPA approved NOC for 
retrieval from City landfill
Meeting held with 
concerned employees
Insecticide treatment 
began at the City landfill

241-ER-152 = Diversion Pit
4843 = temporary survey station
DYN = DynCorp Tri-Cities Services, Inc.
EPA = U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
FDH = Fluor Daniel Hanford, Inc.
MO-967 = Mobile Office
NOC = Notice of Construction
PHMC = Project Hanford Management Contract
PUREX = Plutonium-Uranium Extraction (Facility)
RBA = radiological buffer area
RCT = radiological control technician
RL = U.S. Department of Energy, Richland Operations Office
Truck #3500 = garbage truck
Truck #6060 = garbage truck
WDOH = Washington State Department of Health

Terms

 

Figure ES-1.  Summary Timeline.
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