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HAB National Liaison Report – March 2022 

Background 

The Department Of Energy or DOE is in the process of cleaning up waste at 15 remaining sites that were 
part of the weapons production program.  Hanford has the largest budget of all of the sites.  We are 
impacted by what is happening at other sites, therefore the HAB created the position of National 
Liaison. It is my task to stay current with what is going on around the complex and to report on current 
activities at each HAB meeting. 

Waste Management Conference 

Earlier this month the Waste Management conference was held in Phoenix with over 2,300 participants 
from around the world.  Many of the DOE and Contractor executives spoke at the conference.   

Mike Nartker, the Chief of Staff of the Environmental Management or EM program stated “Future 
success will be tied to getting alignment and support from communities.” 

Savannah River Site SRS 

SRS like Hanford generated a lot of tank waste during the production years.  They have been operating a 
vitrification plant to treat high level waste for about 20 years.  The new Salt Waste Processing Facility 
which processes lower activity waste processed 2 million gallons of tank waste during its first year of 
operation.  A balance of 34 million gallons remains to be processed by the facility. 

During a 25 day period in February and March, they treated 280,000 gallons of waste.  The plant 
removes cesium and strontium from the waste which is then processed in the vitrification facility.  The 
leftover salt solution goes to above-ground saltstone disposal units. 

SRS has been given a goal of treating 43 million gallons of tank waste within the next 10 years. 

DOE will be ready to start shipping certain transuranic (TRU) waste from down blended Plutonium to the 
Waste Isolation Pilot Plant or WIPP by the end of summer.  SRS has 13 metric tons of the material 
waiting for permanent disposal. 

Idaho National Laboratory 

Idaho also has tank waste and they chose a different process to treat it.  The plant which was completed 
many years ago is still not functional.  It is designed to treat about 900,000 gallons of radioactive tank 
waste into a granular solid. 

A recent test run of the plant, using simulant material shut down because of fluctuations in operating 
temperatures and gas concentrations.  They identified the problem and should restart the test run soon. 

Oak Ridge, TN 

DOE recently demolished the former Biology Complex to create space for a new laboratory building.  
Over the next 5 years they will complete demolition of former reactors and isotope facilities. Within 10 
years they will begin operating the Mercury Treatment Facility.  They plan to complete demolition of 
large mercury-contaminated buildings once it is on line. 
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Waste Isolation Pilot Plant, NM – WIPP 

WIPP is an underground facility near Carlsbad NM.  It has been excavated about 2,500 feet underground 
in a salt formation for the permanent disposal of Transuranic Waste TRU from DOE sites across the 
country. 

Mining crews have completed excavation of more than 120,000 tons of salt to create Panel 8.  They are 
outfitting it with necessary utilities needed for certification by regulators.  It should be ready for use in 
September when Panel 7 reaches capacity. 

New waste panels will be needed to accommodate waste from around the complex. They are currently 
working on getting permits for a new ventilation system. 

Future Workforce 

For years DOE has recognized the challenge of an ageing workforce.  Long-term success hinges on 
maintaining a quality workforce.   

For example 30% of the Oak ridge workforce is eligible for retirement. They have many programs and 
initiatives to train, hire and retain new employees.   

This is also a challenge at Hanford.  I think the HAB would be interested to learn about outreach, 
educational programs and workforce development initiatives at Hanford. 

 

 


