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HANFORD ADVISORY BOARD 
 A Site Specific Advisory Board, Chartered under the Federal Advisory Committee Act 
 

 
March 12, 2018 
 
Rick Perry, Secretary of Energy 
U.S. Department of Energy, Headquarters 
1000 Independence Ave., SW 
Washington, DC 20585 
 
Jim Owendoff, Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary 
Office of Environmental Management 
U.S. Department of Energy, Headquarters 
1000 Independence Ave., SW 
Washington, DC 20585 
 
 
Re: FY2019 Proposed Hanford Budget 
 
 
Dear Mr. Perry and Mr. Owendoff,  
 
The Hanford Advisory Board (HAB) annually provides budget advice to the U. S. 
Department of Energy (DOE) to ensure that DOE has the opportunity to apply HAB and 
stakeholder values when developing budget requests for Hanford clean-up.  The most recent 
HAB Consensus Advice #294 on the Hanford Site Budget was sent in November 2017.  The 
HAB received the formal DOE response in January 2018 and although the response 
addresses items in the HAB advice, the resulting proposed FY2019 Hanford budget appears 
to not to have incorporated the HAB advice.  
 
Specifically, the budget proposal recently released from the White House for FY2019 calls 
for a cut of $230 million from the Hanford budget.  The HAB feels this reduction fails to 
address the primary concern of HAB advice #294 about adequate funding for Hanford 
cleanup resulting in delays, increased risk to the public, evolving worker safety, decaying 
infrastructure, and increased cost to crucial cleanup projects.  
 
Although it is too early in the budget process to identify the specific impacts to Hanford 
programs, a proposed cut of $230 million to the FY2019 Hanford budget can only result in 
significant short- and long-term effects, including major delays to critical cleanup projects.  
 
The HAB requests DOE and the Administration to reevaluate the proposed FY2019 Hanford 
budget, and we therefore have attached HAB Advice #294 for your reference.  The HAB 
believes the only way to avert a major catastrophe and to reduce overall cleanup costs and 
risk to workers, the public and the environment is to have a steady ramp up of Hanford’s 
yearly cleanup budget.   
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Thank you in advance for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Susan Leckband, Chair 
Hanford Advisory Board 

Enclosure 

cc:  David Borak, U.S. Department of Energy, Headquarters 
Doug Shoop, Manager, U.S. Department of Energy, Richland Operations Office 
Brian Vance, Manager, U.S. Department of Energy, Office of River Protection 
 Kyle Rankin, Co-Deputy Designated Federal Official, U.S. Department of Energy, 
Richland Operations Office 
James Lynch, Co-Deputy Designated Federal Official, U.S. Department of Energy, 
Office of River Protection 
Alexandra Smith, Manager, Washington State Department of Ecology 
David Einan, Manager, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 10 
The Oregon and Washington Delegations 
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