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Budgets & Contracts Committee (BCC) Report 

HAB Meeting – March 23, 2022 
 

Recent Activities 
• FY24 Cleanup Priorities Advice 

− Representatives from all HAB committees served on the IM team (including 5 BCC members) 

− Presentations made on draft Advice to 4 committees during Feb Committee Week. 

− Approved by BCC; To be reviewed at 3/23/2022 Board Mtg 

• BCC members also served/are serving on other IM Teams: 

− Tank Leak Advice 

− HAB Membership Process Advice 

− COTW topic framing for Hanford End States 

Upcoming Activities/Issues 
• April committee week – Planned BCC meeting topics 

− Life Cycle Scope, Schedule, Cost (LCSSC) Report:  DOE presentation/discussion. Prepare HAB 

response for submittal by April 15. 

o See attached LCSSC excerpts and report link: 

https://www.hanford.gov/files.cfm/2022_LCR_DOE-RL-2021-47_12-27.pdf 

o Need your input/comments 

− FY 23 work plan/schedule development discussion 

− Hanford “End State” round table 

− Nomination/election of BCC Chair/Vice-Chair 

• COTW May 17:  End States  

• Potential HAB committee restructuring issue 

• HAB impacts from delayed DOE membership pkg approval 

https://www.hanford.gov/files.cfm/2022_LCR_DOE-RL-2021-47_12-27.pdf
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LCSSC Excerpts #1 
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LCSSC Excerpts #2 
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Public Involvement and Communications Committee (PIC) Report 
 

The Public Involvement and Communications Committee (PIC) met on February 7th to discuss myriad 

topics, summarized below. In general, we would love to see more people come to participate in the 

discussion. If there are ways we can improve to make that happen (different times? Different topics?), 

please reach out and let me know.  

• PIC Chair and Vice Chair nominations: No vote was held at the meeting. I am willing to continue as 

Chair, but I communicated that I would also be supportive of other members rising into HAB 

leadership. We had no new volunteers to lead the committee, potentially due to the short notice 

and difficulty of negotiating an election process entirely virtually. The group agreed to give the 

process until April to see if anyone else expresses interest.  

− It has been discussed at the Executive Issues Committee that both Dan Solitz and I will have our 

HAB membership fall into “limbo” starting in June until the membership package review is 

completed sometime in the fall. If we are elected to remain chair/vice of this committee, we 

would still need someone to fulfill leadership duties for PIC on an interim basis. Please reach out 

to me and/or Ruth if you would be willing to help. I’ll still be engaged even if not a formal 

member, and I’d be available to provide guidance. 

• TPA Public Involvement Calendar Review: In this standing item, the agencies provided the PIC at 3-

month look ahead at public comment opportunities and upcoming meetings.  

− Of special note are the comment period on the 2022 Hanford Lifecycle Scope, Cost, and 

Schedule Report (ends April 15th) and a 30-day comment period on Hanford Cleanup Priorities 

(formerly the Hanford budget workshop), ending mid-April also, with a virtual public meeting 

planned for March 15th. 

− The PIC recommended that a communication effort combining these two related topics might 

help to better tell the story of where the Hanford cleanup is going. 

− Link to Public Involvement Calendar: 

https://www.hanford.gov/files.cfm/TPA_PI_Calendar_Mar_-_May_2022_FINAL1.pdf  

• Behind the Scenes of Public Comment Responses: The PIC received an excellent presentation from 

WA Department of Ecology, describing what happens behind the scenes after public comments have 

been received for a particular cleanup-related proposal. We learned how comment letters are 

separated into each commenter’s individual points, how those points are then managed by a team 

of technical, policy, and administrative people within the agency, and how responses are 

documented and communicated back out to the people who made the comments. We also got 

some tips on how to make public comments more effective. If this is up your alley, I recommend you 

watch the video! 

• TPA Milestone Changes – Communication and Public Involvement: The PIC received a briefing from 

Ecology and EPA regarding a large number of milestones (27 in total) that are being changed or 

added at Hanford. Many of these changes appear to be an effect of insufficient budget to 

accomplish the work originally envisioned, whereas others are setting targets for work scope that 

had already existed and some describe new field work to be done in support of future decisions 

https://www.hanford.gov/files.cfm/TPA_PI_Calendar_Mar_-_May_2022_FINAL1.pdf
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(e.g., within the vadose zone between the surface and the groundwater).  The purpose of the 

discussion was to solicit feedback from the PIC on how to best communicate these changes to the 

public. There is no formal public involvement component required for milestone changes of this 

type, yet it seemed to Ecology and EPA like an important movement in the cleanup when considered 

as a whole.  

• Other topics – New member check-in; discussion of where to go next in the Environmental Justice 

conversation; PIC input on cleanup priorities advice, and discussion of the DOE changes to how it 

considers HAB membership applications.  

Looking ahead to April (tentative): 

• Update on the plan for hybrid meetings 

• Discussion of the public involvement component for the Tri-Party Agreement 5-year review. 

• PIC work plan input ahead of the annual HAB Leadership Workshop 

• Next iteration of the ongoing Environmental Justice and Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion 

conversations in the PIC 

• Technical vs. “Policy-Level” information – how does the level of information affect public buy-in, 

acceptance, and trust? How can the agencies better address technical questions and challenges 

from stakeholders? 

• Other topics TBD (and open for suggestion!) 
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River and Plateau Committee (RAP) Report 
 
The River and Plateau Committee (RAP) met on 2/8/2022. We had high-level briefings on proposed new 

milestones and milestone changes and WESF progress and schedules; RAP’s input into the priorities 

advice; and RAP elections. Conversations included RASCAL teams and a new management 

optimization/planning tool, the lifecycle report’s use and utility, the continued need for contaminated 

soils for ERDF, and general cleanup progress.  

Meeting Agenda: https://www.hanford.gov/files.cfm/1_-_RAP_Agenda_for_020822_FINAL_v3.pdf 

Meeting Recording: https://youtu.be/U485RMuwXa8 

RAP is planning for a committee meeting in April and will need TPA and facilitation support for a 

leadership meeting to discuss the agenda. RAP also requests that the TPA agencies bring a draft work 

plan for the 2023 HAB to the April RAP meeting so that the committee can discuss topics in advance of 

the leadership workshop and board consideration of the final work plan and Calendar in June.  

  

https://www.hanford.gov/files.cfm/1_-_RAP_Agenda_for_020822_FINAL_v3.pdf
https://youtu.be/U485RMuwXa8
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Tank Waste Committee (TWC) Report 
 

TWC Summary Report for the March 2022 Board Meeting 

Bob Suyama, TWC Chair 

The Tank Waste Committee (TWC) held a virtual committee meeting on February 9, 2022.  Just prior to 

the meeting, USDOE determined that they could not support the two planned presentations.  The TWC 

used the remaining meeting time to discuss and approve several items.  Highlights of these items 

include:  

• Discussed and provided TWC input to the Draft Advice on Cleanup Priorities being drafted by the 

BCC. 

• Discussed and approved the latest version of SST Leaks Advice for Board action at the March Board 

meeting. 

• Discussed information on the 2022-2023 HAB Membership Packet and the January 19, 2022, Board 

meeting. 

• Participated in a spirited Open Forum discussion. 

For the April Committee meeting, the TWC is working with the RAP committee to plan a joint RAP/TWC 

meeting to discuss topics of common interest to both committees; the Composite Analysis, WMA-C 

Closures, Modeling, IDF PA, etc.  We have not heard back from USDOE on which items they can support. 
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