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Background

There has been interest in discussing and assembling overarching recommendations about
public involvement information sharing and engagement, with the goal of increasing clarity,
transparency, and improving public understanding and opportunities for engagement to enable
more meaningful public participation in Hanford decision making.

Framing Questions for December PIC
Topic: Improving Public Involvement and Engagement

Purpose: (1) To discuss examples of successful and unsuccessful public engagement efforts, (2)
to review principles and goals of public involvement articulated in advice #239* and affirmed in
the 2012 Public Involvement Plan?, (3) to address how we can create and support more
opportunities for successful public involvement and engagement, (4) to discuss next steps and
ideal timeline for future conversation and potential development of Board products related to
this topic.

For reference, the 2012 Public Involvement Plan, pages 5-6 restates key points made in advice
#239:

“Below are some of the key reasons why public involvement is important:

e [t allows the agencies to consider public values and concerns before making a decision.

e [f the publicis not informed or involved early in the process, they may have reason to
doubt, criticize, or challenge cleanup decisions.

e A well-informed public can help maintain support for Hanford cleanup.” (p. 5)

“Goals of Public Involvement

Successful public involvement occurs when the community has early and meaningful
involvement in significant cleanup decisions. This allows the public an opportunity to influence
decision-making to help ensure that decisions are responsive to public values and concerns.
Goals of public involvement are to:

e Engage the public by providing timely, accurate, understandable and accessible
information.

e Ensure open and transparent decision-making.

e Consider public values in the decision-making process.

e Educate young people for informed engagement and participation.” (p. 6)

1 HAB Advice 239: Incorporating Public Involvement Strategic Planning into the Community Relations Plan, Nov
2010
2 http://www.hanford.gov/files.cfm/FacAgreementand-Consent-Order FINAL.pdf




