
 

 

The Hanford Advisory Board (Board) will soon celebrate 25 years in support of the Tri-
Party Agencies, their prime contractors, and the substantial progress that has been 
made to accomplish the negotiated clean-up goals for the Department of Energy’s 
Richland Operations Office and Office of River Protection. 
 
The Board commends the completion of clean-up for the 618-10 Burial Grounds, along 
with land-contouring and the revegetation of native plants at a site that was recently 
contaminated with high level waste products.  The 618-10 site operated between 1954-
1963 and consisted of 12 waste trenches and 94 vertical pipe units (VPUs). 
 
Two prime contractors conducted the clean-up project over several years.  Washington 
Closure Hanford (WCH) completed the transport of waste from the 12 trenches and 
from 80 of the 94 vertical pipe units (VPUs).  Work was suspended in 2005 in order for 
CH2M Hill Plateau Remediation Project to assess the most efficient and safe 
methods to complete work on the remaining 14 VPUs that contained more complex 
waste products.  Work resumed in 2016 and was completed in 2018. 
 
The Board has consistently advised in favor of uncontaminated water resources, worker 
safety, and thorough clean-up.  In the case of 618-10, the non-intrusive characterization 
of the containers within the VPUs contributed to the favorable outcomes achieved. 
 
With the completion of clean-up work, revegetation of the terrain was approached with a 
careful attention to plants that are native to the area.  The land was contoured to 
complement the surrounding landscape and was planted with species that are 
indigenous to the environment.  Anyone inspecting the former 618-10 site, would be 
challenged to perceive that there had been a waste site in that location. 
 
The Board commends both WCH and CH2MHill for years of dedicated work conducted 
in a culture of safe practices that supported the values and the spirit of the Tri-Party 
Agreement.  The Board agrees with the evaluation of the Department of Energy that this 
is what clean-up should look like.  
 
 
Sincerely,         
 
(or “With sincere appreciation”) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   


