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Background

The 580-square-mile Hanford Site is part of the DOE nuclear weapons 

cleanup complex. The Site is located northwest of the city of Richland 

along the Columbia River in south-central Washington state. Between 

1943 and 1963, nine plutonium production reactors were built along the 

Columbia River, and processing facilities were built on Hanford’s 

Central Plateau. During operations, chemical and radioactive wastes 

were released to the soil and groundwater beneath portions of the 

Hanford Site. Operations ceased in 1987, and the mission shifted toward 

environmental cleanup under a document signed in 1989, known as the 

Hanford Federal Facility Agreement and Consent Order. This document 

is commonly referred to as the Tri-Party Agreement (TPA).

Comment Period

Dec. 10, 2025, through 

Feb. 8, 2026

Public Meeting

Jan. 13, 5:30 p.m. PT 

Richland Public Library

Send comments by 

Feb. 8, 2025 to: 

https://bit.ly/4n3wYxJ

Administrative Record

https://bit.ly/4gsdBMd

Contact Information

Dana Cowley

Dana_C_Gribble@rl.gov 

Roberto Armijo, EPA 

Armijo.Roberto@epa.gov 

Daina McFadden, Ecology

Hanford@ecy.wa.gov

 

Aerial of 100-K Area, looking north 

toward the Columbia River

Overview

The TPA Agencies – the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE), U.S. 

Environmental Protection Agency, and Washington State Department of 

Ecology – are holding a 60-day public comment period on proposed new 

TPA milestones that collectively address the cleanup of soil, 

groundwater, and facilities at the Hanford Site. The proposed new 

cleanup milestones, or deadlines, will begin in 2026 and will apply to all 

areas of the Hanford Site except the tank farms. The changes will be 

documented in a revision to Appendix D (“Work Schedule Milestones 

and Target Dates Including Designation of Lead Regulatory Agency”) of 

the TPA Action Plan.

Proposed Milestones and Approach Towards Final 

Cleanup
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Proposed Milestones and Approach Towards Final Cleanup 

Proposed Modifications

The agencies are proposing a new milestone series 

to address soil, groundwater, and legacy facilities 

cleanup across the Hanford Site. The tank waste 

mission is addressed under separate milestones. 

This new proposed M-100 milestone series 

replaces the previous M-015, M-016, and M-085 

milestone series, and parts of the M-093 milestone 

series. The existing milestone series are no longer 

aligned with long-term planning for the site. 

Milestone Approach

The proposed new milestones will be implemented 

using an adaptive milestone approach. The approach 

includes regular evaluation and prioritization of Site 

activities to allow for more efficient and effective 

cleanup. The TPA agencies will meet routinely to 

align on priorities and identify any changed 

conditions. The TPA agencies will meet:

• Annually to evaluate and update near-term 

milestones and propose new milestones, if needed 

• Every five years to evaluate long-term planning

Key Focus Areas for Near-Term Milestones

The following are the key focus areas for the initial, 

near-term milestones for the proposed

M-100 milestone series. These activities will be 

performed from 2026 through 2030:

• Continuing River Corridor Cleanup: 

Milestones focused on cleanup activities along 

the Columbia River. The activities support active 

remediation, remedial decision-making and 

future planning.

• Collecting Data to Support Central Plateau 

Decision-Making: 

Milestones focused on collecting and evaluating 

data and making remedial decisions for select 

Central Plateau soil operable units. These 

operable units are groupings of contaminated soil 

sites for which cleanup approaches will be 

determined. The results of the evaluations will be 

used to set the decision framework for other 

operable units in the future.

M-100 Milestone Series Timeline

Discussions include Hanford mission 

planning beyond M-100 scope



200-DV-1 (soil)

Deep soil remediation 

technologies summary report.

KW Stack (facility)

Stack demolition to enable soil cleanup.

618-11 Waste Site (groundwater/soil)

Annual groundwater monitoring 

evaluation.

300-FF-2 (soil)

300-296 waste site record of 

decision amendment.

2026 Milestones

2027 Milestones

100-D/H (groundwater)

Rebound study assessment reports 

to support ongoing cleanup.

200-IA-1 (soil)

Focused feasibility study and 

proposed plan for shallow 

waste site cleanup.

River Corridor Projects 

(facilities/soil)

10-year plan for 100-K Area, 618-11 

waste site and 324 building.

100-BC-2 (soil)

Remediated soil completion 

report.

H a n f o r d  S i t e

H a n f o r d  S i t e

618-11 Waste Site (groundwater/soil)

Annual groundwater monitoring 

evaluation and detailed planning for 

618-11 cleanup.

324 Building (facility)

Mechanical and electrical 

systems disconnected for 

facility demolition.
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100-N (groundwater/soil)

Proposed plan for soil and 

groundwater cleanup.

200-BC-1 (soil)

Cleanup recommendation 

for deep soil contamination. PUREX (facility)

Plan for demolition activities.

100-BC-5 (groundwater)

River macroinvertebrate study report.

618-11 Waste Site (groundwater/soil)

Annual groundwater monitoring 

evaluation.

100-D/H (groundwater/soil)

Cleanup recommendation based 

on rebound study results.

2028 Milestones

100-BC-1 (soil)

Remediated soil completion 

report.

2029 – 2030 Milestones

100-N (groundwater/soil)

Record of decision for final soil 

and groundwater cleanup.

200-IA-1 (soil)

Record of decision for shallow 

waste site cleanup.

200-DV-1 (soil)

Field characterization completes.

200-WA-1 (soil)

Field characterization 

begins.

H a n f o r d  S i t e

H a n f o r d  S i t e
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Public Involvement

To request disability accommodation for the public meeting, please contact Dana 

Cowley at dana_c_gribble@rl.gov at least 10 working days prior to the event. 

DOE makes every effort to honor disability accommodation requests.

Public Participation

A 60-day public comment period on proposed TPA changes to create a new milestone series to address 

non-tank waste cleanup at the Hanford Site will run from Dec. 10, 2025, through Feb. 8, 2026. 

A public meeting will be held Jan. 13, at 5:30 p.m. PT, at the Richland Public Library, 955 Northgate 

Drive, Richland, WA. 

You may also participate virtually using Microsoft Teams by following these instructions:

Join on your computer or Teams mobile app 

Join the meeting now

https://bit.ly/46HEzfB

Or call in (audio only) 

(509) 931-1284 United States

(833) 633-0875 United States (Toll-free) 

Phone Conference ID: 114 570 892# 

The meeting will include a presentation on the proposed TPA changes along with a Q&A session. 

The draft proposed change package will be available during the public comment period on the Hanford 

events calendar at https://bit.ly/4nc4Fxe, in the Administrative Record at https://bit.ly/4gsdBMd and in 

the Hanford Public Information Repositories at https://pdw.Hanford.gov/page/PIRs. 

Please submit comments by Feb. 8, 2026, https://bit.ly/4n3wYxJ (preferred) or in writing to:

Washington State Department of Ecology

3100 Port of Benton Boulevard

Richland, WA  99354

Questions? Please contact Dana Cowley, Hanford Mission Integration Solutions at    

dana_c_gribble@rl.gov, Roberto Armijo, EPA at  Armijo.Roberto@epa.gov, and Daina McFadden, 

Ecology at Hanford@ecy.wa.gov.  

mailto:dana_c_gribble@rl.gov
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_YWM3YmY5NTQtMDgwZS00NTJkLWE5ZTItNGJiNjFkNjhiODEy%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%2261e35c42-ffa0-4f89-bb15-2b8c13320625%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22f2f529b5-6861-45cf-a416-75d102dc8a08%22%7d
https://bit.ly/46HEzfB
tel:+15099311284,,536266435# 
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Public Involvement Opportunity

Comment Period: 

Dec. 10, 2025 – Feb. 8, 2026

Proposed New Milestones Drive 

Final Cleanup Process

U.S. Department of Energy

P.O. Box 450, H6-60

Richland, WA  99354
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