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A two-day Hanford Advisory Board (HAB, Board) full Board meeting was held in a hybrid in-

person and virtual format on June 29-30, beginning at 9:00 a.m. The meeting included 

participants from DOE, US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the Washington 

State Department of Ecology (Ecology), contractors, and HAB members. Michael Berkenbile 

presided as Deputy Designated Federal Officer (DDFO), Gary Younger served as DOE HAB 

Federal Coordinator, Ruth Nicholson of Street Legal Industries (SLI) facilitated the meeting, 

and notes and summary were provided by Joshua Patnaude under subcontract to SLI.  

 

Day 1 Meeting Highlights 

 

Following opening statements, agenda review, and adoption of the Board’s March meeting 

minutes, Tri-Party Agreement (TPA) agency representatives provided agency updates.  

 

Brian Vance provided DOE’s update presentation. As part of his presentation, he reviewed 

the progress of projects across the Hanford Site, including the Direct-Feed Low Activity 

Waste (DFLAW) program, risk reduction efforts side-wide, and infrastructure maintenance 

and development projects. He reviewed recent and ongoing workforce development, 

community engagement, and wildlife preservation efforts related to the Hanford Site. 

Concluding his presentation, he thanked the HAB members for their service and expressed 

his hope that those leaving the Board would remain engaged as members of the public.  

 

Stephanie Schlief, with support from Ryan Miller, provided the Washington State Department 

of Ecology (Ecology) update. Her presentation started with Ecology’s workforce recruitment 

efforts, community outreach and education, and the results of a recent visit from Governor 

Jay Inslee from Ecology’s perspective. She provided an update on the status of holistic 

negotiations between the TPA agencies, including public comment opportunities and 

meetings related to milestone changes. She reviewed recent Ecology compliance activities 

and reports and provided an update on the status of the Hanford Site-Wide Permit (Rev.9) 

renewal.  

 

David Einan provided statements on behalf of the US Environmental Protection Agency 

(EPA). He announced that a new Regional Administrator for EPA was in place and that there 

was a staffing change related to the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) 

program for the Hanford Site.  

 

The TPA agency representatives invited questions from the Board. Board members provided 

several questions. Questions primarily related to:  

• Quality assurance findings from the Defense Nuclear Facilities Safety Board (DNFSB) 

• The status of the B-109 tank leak and plans for public involvement on the topic 

• Long-term plans for managing tank waste  

• Tank-Side Cesium Removal (TSCR) progress 

• How the Board might learn more Ecology’s compliance findings 
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Additional comments and suggestions were provided related to regional public involvement 

and mass transportation to the Hanford Site.  

 

TPA agency representatives provided formal statements in recognition of the service of HAB 

members that would be leaving the Board because of term limits or resignation.  

 

Several comments were provided during the designated public comment period:  

• Susan Leckband, a representative from the Washington League of Women Voters 

(LWV), announced her resignation from the Board.  

• The conservation director with Columbia Riverkeeper provided statements in 

recognition of Shelley Cimon, the Board’s vice chair and representative for Columbia 

Riverkeeper.  

• A Seattle University student working with Heart of America Northwest (HOANW) 

provided questions related B-109, asking if there were any deadlines around 

agreement on tank leak response. It was clarified that questions provided during 

public comment would not receive an immediate response.  

• A Yakama Nation representative, who was an applicant for HAB membership, 

commented that she was disappointed that many of the Board’s long-term members 

would be leaving and stated her hope that a compromise or alternate arrangement 

might be reached so that those members could remain for a few years to better 

transition the Board to new members.   

 

The Board held elections for interim leadership, which was intended to serve until the new 

membership was approved and the Board could hold formal elections. Janice Catrell, LWV, 

was nominated for chair and Susan Coleman, Public at Large, was nominated for vice chair. 

Each were elected to their respective positions by unanimous vote.  

 

As the previous agenda item was concluded early, Board members took the opportunity to 

provide statements related to the departing HAB members and recognition of their service 

that they have provided to the Board and TPA agencies, as well as their thoughts related to 

the future of the Board.  

• Gerry Pollet, Heart of America Northwest, commented on stakeholders not being able 

to pick their representatives, suggested a new advisory board be formed, and wished 

colleagues well.  

• Bob Suyama, Benton County, announced his resignation from the board. 

 

Michael Cline provided a presentation on the Comprehensive Environmental Response, 

Compensation, and Liability Act (CERCLA) Five-Year Review, which included an introduction 

to the review process and the findings of the most recent review. EPA and Ecology 

representatives provided additional perspective, highlighting that the review was a 

collaborative effort among the agencies. Board questions focused on per- and polyfluoroalkyl 

Substances (PFAS) requirements and previous findings; how the CERCLA Five-Year Review 

related to the Records of Decision (RODs) and how those RODs might be revised in the 
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future; and challenges that were identified with the presence of iodine-129. It was suggested 

that, when new HAB members were seated, that the River and Plateau Committee (RAP) 

could benefit from an educational briefing on RODs and Operable Units (OUs).  

 

The Board reviewed the most recent version of its draft work plan for fiscal year (2023). A 

point of concern was raised around the topic of environmental justice being within the scope 

of the Public Involvement and Communications Committee (PIC) rather than being within the 

scope of all committees, resulting in considerable discussion among the Board about how the 

Board might approach the topic, further education that was needed, and direction on the 

topic that the Board felt it needed from DOE. Several other comments and suggestions were 

incorporated into the document. Board intended to review the document again in the 

following day’s meeting.  

 

Known media representatives present for portions of the meeting included Annette Cary of 

the Tri-City Herald and Kelsey Shank of theEDGE.  

 

Day 2 Meeting Highlights 

 

Following opening statements, the Board continued a review of its draft work plan and 

calendar for fiscal year (FY) 2023, revised the prior day of the meeting. There was a 

continuation of discussion among Board members about how environmental justice should 

be represented in the work plan and how the Board might examine that topic. It was 

suggested that the Board further define its role in environmental justice using an Issue 

Manager (IM) team that could examine that topic in greater detail.  

 

The Board had several concerns related to the calendar and suggestions for rearrangement 

that were not resolved in the meeting time available. The Board did not formally adopt the 

document but agreed that the draft work plan could be used on a provisional basis under the 

condition that DOE will bring a proposal for how the calendar concerns might be addressed 

going forward, including a proposal for a regional meeting in FY23.  

 

A Seattle University law student provided public comment. She stated that that, despite living 

in Washington her whole life, she knew nothing of Hanford until she met a Heart of America 

Northwest representative. She suggested that DOE do more outreach at schools, community 

centers, and other locations to increase awareness of the site among the public. She felt it 

was important for the public to understand the environmental concerns that may be of impact 

to their lives.  

 

The leaders of each HAB committee provided a summary of their committee’s recent 

activities. They reviewed the topics and discussions of their recent meetings and introduced 

newly elected committee leadership, where applicable.  
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The Board held a round robin discussion that focused on the questions of: “Reflecting on 

your time with the HAB, what do you wish you knew or understood when you joined the 

Board? What do new members need to know?” Many of the HAB members in attendance 

contributed, describing their background with Hanford and areas of interest, recounting their 

time with the HAB, and offering advice that might benefit newly appointed HAB members.  

 

In closing, the Board discussed plans for August, including potential committee meetings and 

topics those committee would review. The formation of a work that could review and revise 

HAB operational documents and/or assist in planning new member orientation was 

proposed. It was determined that scheduling for August would be dependent on what 

committee meeting topics were available for presentation.  

 

No known media representatives were in attendance.  

 

The next Board meeting is tentatively scheduled for September 14 and 15.   


