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I am writing to express my interest in serving as Chair of the Hanford Advisory Board.  I served on the 

Board for six years as a Public-at-Large representative.  My application was recently approved to 

continue on the HAB as a stakeholder representing the League of Women Voters. 

My occupational background is with the federal government. I retired from federal service in 2008 from 

the Department of Homeland Security.  As a Customs Inspector at the Port of Blaine, WA, I built an 

expertise in cargo issues, particularly hazardous materials in transport and radiation detection issues.  

This background eventually brought me to Washington, DC, where I worked in the International Training 

Office.   

I first traveled to the Hanford site in about 1998 to participate with a delegation from the Russian 

Federation at the Volpentest Hammer training facility.  Through this experience, I became interested in 

participating with the HAB.  Eventually I applied and was selected for the HAB after retirement from the 

federal service. 

I do not have employment experience on the Hanford site that is common to many members of the Board.  

However, I have taken a keen interest in learning about the cleanup mission, the means and methods of 

committee work, and writing effective advice. 

Approximately 2 years ago, I was elected as the chair of the River and Plateau (RAP) committee.  This 

opportunity rapidly increased my knowledge in promoting cleanup on the Hanford Reach and the Central 

Plateau. 

As chairman of RAP, I’ve worked successfully to achieve consensus among a diverse group of talented 

and dedicated individuals, each with their respective viewpoints.  I appreciate the opportunity to contribute 

in furthering the goals of the RAP and the HAB. 

As part of the HAB’s public outreach mission, I have conducted classes alone and in cooperation with 

agency colleagues tailored for civic organizations in Whatcom County. 

My strength for leadership has been applied to building consensus among group members in discussions.  

My experience in the federal sector contributes to my understanding of the inter-connectedness of federal 

offices and authorities.  Working consistently under the restrictions of the Hatch Act developed a 

discipline of impartiality in expressing my opinions. 

My federal experience has afforded me the opportunity to speak in public meetings leading discussions 

and promoting policy viewpoints directed to audiences both domestic and international. 

I would be honored to lead the HAB as its elected chair.   


