
To: Hanford Advisory Board Members
From: Shelley Cimon

Letter of interest and qualifications for Vice-Chair, Hanford Advisory Board, 
November 17, 2020

I have been nominated for consideration as vice-chair of the Hanford Advisory Board 
(Board) as the Board moves forward in 2021. I am currently vice-chair and would be- 
willing and honored to continue as vice-chair. I represent Columbia Riverkeeper in the 
primary seat on the Board.  
A resident of La Grande, east of the Blue Mountains, in Oregon, I was a member of 
State of Oregon Governor's – Local Emergency Planning Committee, in the mid 1980s. 
As part of that 27 person team, we developed a template for a model response plan from 
which cities and municipalities could develop emergency response plans for fixed site or
in-transit radiological accidents within their jurisdiction. This participation lead to an 
invitation by the Governor of Oregon to be a founding member, of the Oregon Hanford 
Clean-up Board. I held the environmentalist seat and I served from 1987-2004 (18 
years). I chaired the board for several years.

My degrees are in Drafting and Art. I have worked as a self-employed contractor, 
drafting maps for geologists and soil scientists, developing presentation displays, and 
logos and brochures, and patent drawings, among other graphic art work. I am a fiber 
artist and currently a self-employed contractor with the Oregon Department of Energy. I 
am a member/supporter of The Greater Hells Canyon Council and Oregon Rural Action, 
having an interest in environmental, civic and public health issues.

I was a member of the Tank Waste Task Force at Hanford Nuclear Reservation, helping 
to negotiate the 149 single-shell tanks into legally binding cleanup milestones. I was 
interviewed for the convening report of the Hanford Advisory Board (HAB) and was 
one of seven people from around the nation who gave stakeholder training in 
Washington DC to DOE site managers, from around the EM complex, concerning the 
potential convening of site-specific advisory boards for their respective sites.

As already stated, I am currently vice-chair of the Hanford Advisory Board and I have 
chaired the River and Plateau Committee. I filled the National Liaison position for the 
Hanford Advisory Board for many years, attending national meetings. As Vice-Chair, I 
have and continue to, attend Site-Specific Advisory Board Chair meetings. I am a 
member of the Public Involvement Committee, the River and Plateau Committee and the
Tank Waste Committee on the HAB.



Previously, I represented the interests of the Oregon Hanford Cleanup Board from 1994-
2005 on the Hanford Advisory Board and as an alternate for the Public-at-Large seat on 
the HAB from 2005-2014. Currently I represent Columbia Riverkeeper in the primary 
seat. 
I am an advocate for the consensus process, which is utilized by this Board in 
development of it’s public policy advice to the Department of Energy, Environmental 
Management. In fact, I guess I’d fall on a sword for consensus, as it’s been a process that
has successfully stood this board well in the development of over three hundred pieces 
of advice! 
While other Site-Specific Advisory Boards around the DOE complex have not met this 
year, our Board, even in the face of Covid and having to move to a virtual meeting 
format, has produced five pieces of advice. It’s an admirable lift for a volunteer Board. I 
am proud to be a member.
I am eager to see new board members start participating in the Board’s committee work 
and I want to help smooth the way for new members to find easy access to fulfillment of
their interests in clean-up of Hanford.

I’m happily married, with two grown sons. My husband and I were were foster parents 
for 13 years. 


