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The Volpentest HAMMER 
Federal Training Center

Background
The Volpentest HAMMER Federal Training Center (HAMMER) is the 
central health, safety and emergency response training center delivering 
high-retention, realistic training to Hanford Site workers. In addition to 
many specialized courses, HAMMER provides the sitewide standard 
training for the workforce, reinforcing consistent training across the 
Hanford Site. The need for consistent high-value training becomes even 
more important as Hanford addresses challenges including a new 
generation of workers and a shift in operational pace and culture at 
Hanford. It is vital to have standardized, effective hands-on safety training 
to maintain a safe workplace.

The HAMMER Campus
HAMMER’s 88-acre campus is comprised of classrooms, specialty 
training areas, and life-size training props for conducting industrial, 
workplace, emergency response, incident command, and hazardous 
material scenarios. HAMMER’s signature motto, “Training as Real as it 
Gets,” is embodied in many realistic training props and the ability to 
replicate real work scenarios in a training setting. HAMMER’s props 
allow students to safely train in a realistic but controlled environment.

Built to support the complex work and projects at Hanford, the facility has 
space available for developing mock-ups, testing equipment through field 
trials, and implementing training programs. Support services include a 
safety library, training records and subject matter experts.

Workers participate in air line system training. 
These skills are needed to safely enter into work 
areas that require using supplied air.

Firefighters utilize the Flammable Liquids Burn 
Pad to conduct live fire training.

A Hanford Site worker participates in a realistic 
training scenario.

The Volpentest HAMMER Federal Training Center is the U.S. Department of 
Energy’s premier hands-on, health, safety, and emergency response training center 
and is operated by contractor Hanford Mission Integration Solutions.
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as safety advocates by their peers and bridge the gap between the field and the classroom. They provide advanced 
safety training to ensure a strong, consistent safety culture across the Site.
The Construction Worker Safety Training Program provides an efficient and effective method for training Hanford 
construction workers. The program recognizes building trades’ training programs and grants equivalencies to 
Hanford sitewide standardized training. The program is available to Hanford and the Pacific Northwest National 
Laboratory. Benefits include reduced training redundancies, cost savings through economies of scale, consolidation 
of subject matter and instructional design experts, and worker portability across contractors.

Hands-on Training
HAMMER collaborates closely with the Hanford Site workforce to develop 
and deliver standardized safety training in the following critical areas:

• Beryllium contamination
• Working in confined spaces
• Excavation
• Electrical safety
• Fall protection
• Radiological safety training
• Hoisting and rigging

• Hanford General Employee Training
• Respiratory protection
• Hazardous Waste Operations and 

Emergency Response 
• Facility or equipment lockout/tagout 

procedures

HAMMER’s Worker Trainer Program and Construction Worker Safety 
Training Program exemplify a strong partnership between management 
and the workforce and are crucial to providing high-quality training for all 
Hanford workers. These programs embody meaningful worker 
involvement.
Worker trainers who volunteer to participate in the program are recognized

National Programs
HAMMER also leverages its expertise in emergency response 
and hazardous materials training to benefit other federal 
agencies, state, military and community partners. A primary 
focus is on emergency response training for the nation to 
prepare, prevent and respond to emergencies. HAMMER 
fulfills a vital role in support of DOE’s Office of 
Cybersecurity, Energy Security and Emergency Response to 
help the Federal Emergency Management Agency during 
energy emergencies. Energy emergencies are incidents that 
cause damage to energy systems affecting the delivery of 
electricity, oil, fuel, and natural gas. HAMMER trains 
responders, deploys them to national emergencies and 
manages the deployment of DOE’s energy restoration team. 
HAMMER also supports the Department of Transportation 
hazardous material response community, the Pacific 
Northwest National Laboratory’s International Border 
Security Training Program, fire response, law enforcement, 
and other federal programs.

Hoisting and rigging training.

Workers go through a decontamination line as part of a 40-hour 
hazardous waste training course at HAMMER. 

Importance of Safety
As a DOE Voluntary Protection Program Star site since 
2002, HAMMER actively participates in the program, 
which promotes a high standard of safety and health in 
the workplace.

The HAMMER can be viewed using the 
self-guided Hanford Virtual Tour.


