Volpentest HAMMER
Federal Training Center

The Volpentest HAMMER Federal Training Center is the U.S.
Department of Energy’s premier hands-on, health, safety
and emergency response training center and is operated by
contractor Hanford Mission Integration Solutions.

Background

The HAMMER Campus

The Volpentest Hazardous Materials Management
and Emergency Response Federal Training Center
(HAMMER) delivers approximately 250 high retention
and performance-based courses to reinforce
consistency and maintain a safe workplace. HAMMER
also has strong partnerships with Department of
Energy, other federal agencies, tribes, labor and
academia in support of worker safety, health and
emergency response programs.

HAMMER’s 88-acre
campus includes
classrooms,
specialized training
areas and life-size
props for conducting
industrial, workplace,
emergency response,
incident command,
and hazardous
material scenarios
that embody
HAMMER’s motto,
“Training as Real as
it Gets” and allow
students to safely
train in a realistic but
controlled environment.
The facility has space and services available to conduct
mock-ups, technology testing, stage accident scenes,
and conduct military exercises.

Hands-on Training

Importance of Safety

HAMMER collaborates closely with the Hanford Site
workforce to develop and deliver standardized safety
training in the following critical areas:

As a DOE Voluntary Protection Program Star site since
2002, HAMMER actively participates in the program,
which promotes a high standard of safety and health in
the workplace.

• Asbestos
• Beryllium contamination
• Working in confined
spaces
• Excavation
• Electrical safety
• Fall protection
• Radiological safety

• Hanford General
Employee Training
• Respiratory protection
• Hazardous Waste
Operations and
Emergency Response
• Facility or equipment
lockout/tagout
procedures

• Hoisting and rigging
HAMMER delivers training by using an effective
combination of subject matter experts, contractors,
and worker trainers who are crucial to providing highquality training for all Hanford workers. They provide
advanced training to ensure a strong, consistent safety
culture across the Site.

National Programs
HAMMER leverages its expertise to benefit other
federal agencies, state, military and community
partners in preparing for, preventing, and responding
to national emergencies. HAMMER supports DOE’s
Office of Cybersecurity, Energy Security and Emergency
Response to help the Federal Emergency Management
Agency when disasters impact the delivery of
electricity, oil, fuel, and natural gas. HAMMER trains
responders and manages the deployment of the DOE’s
energy restoration team. HAMMER also supports the
Department of Transportation’s hazardous material
response community, PNNL’s International Border
Security Training, fire, rescue, law enforcement and
other federal programs.

The worker trainers embody meaningful worker
involvement and the strong partnership between
management and the workforce. They are recognized
safety advocates and bridge the gap between the field
and the classroom.
The Construction Worker Safety Training Program
provides an efficient
and effective method
for training Hanford
construction workers.
It recognizes building
trades’ training
programs and grants
equivalencies to
Hanford sitewide
standardized training
for both Hanford and
the Pacific Northwest
National Laboratory
(PNNL). Benefits
include reducing
redundancies, cost
savings, and worker
portability.
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