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Enhancing worker safety, boosting emergency response time and making 
key progress at the Waste Treatment Plant were some of the major 
highlights from July. Below are brief snapshots of what's happening at the 
Hanford Site. 

New Barrier Enhances Worker Safety and Improves Tank Farm 
Stability 

The barrier will protect groundwater by preventing rain and snowmelt from coming 
into contact with underground waste. Built out of nearly 5,000 tons of asphalt and 
6,400 tons of gravel, the barrier also creates a clean and stable area for workers. 
Read more. 

Emergency Response Time Boosted with New 
Device 

The state-of-the-art technology improves efficiency by quickly 
transmitting air samples results directly from the field to the 
Hanford Emergency Operations Center. By reducing the potential 
for errors, decision-makers and responders can make quicker 
choices on how to protect workers, the public and the 
environment. Read more. 

Key Piece of the Puzzle Put in Place at Waste 
Treatment Plant 

How does a 40-foot-tall vessel that weighs 160 tons help support 
cleanup at the Waste Treatment and Immobilization Plant? Read 
more. 

Video Captures Demolition of the Plutonium 
Finishing Plant 

Watch the latest time lapse video as crews take apart the 
historic facility piece-by-piece. 

DOE Sites Team-up to Better Prepare for Waste 
Treatment Operations 

A newly formed partnership between Washington River 
Protections and the Savannah River Site helps provide a 
better understanding how to reduce high-level waste. The 
teams recently got together to discuss lessons learned and 
share successes. Read more. 

Internship Prepares Students for Future at 
Hanford 

Challenged with finding solutions to real-world problems, 
students tackle one of Hanford's biggest cleanup projects. 
Read more. 

Comments and input on the What's Happening @HanfordSite newsletter can be sent to: Patrick Conrad, Mission 
Support Alliance, at Patrick_J_Conrad@rl.gov.  
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