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The Manhattan Project National Historical Park at Hanford  
 

The Manhattan Project National Historical Park (park) was authorized by Congress in Public 
Law 113-291 (Dec. 19, 2014), 128 STAT. 3787, and established via a Memorandum of 
Agreement (MOA) between Secretary of Energy Ernie Moniz and Secretary of the Interior Sally 
Jewell in November 2015. The park includes historic properties at the Department of Energy’s 
(DOE) Hanford Site in Washington state, and the DOE sites in Los Alamos, New Mexico, and 
Oak Ridge, Tennessee. Hanford, Los Alamos and Oak Ridge were the three primary sites 
associated with the Manhattan Project, the top-secret effort led by the Army Corps of Engineers 
to develop an atomic bomb during World War II. The success of the Manhattan Project is widely 
viewed by historians as the most transformative event of the 20th century. It thrust the world into 
the atomic age and brought vast changes to national defense, international relations, energy 
production, “big science,” and medicine.  
In accordance with the MOA, DOE and the National Park Service (NPS) jointly administer the 
park through a joint park management team that includes DOE and NPS representatives at each 
of the three sites. DOE’s role in the park is to preserve and maintain the DOE lands and facilities 
included in the park in perpetuity, and to expand safe public access to them. NPS’ role is to 
independently interpret the story of the Manhattan Project and its legacies, and to provide visitor 
services at each of the three locations.   
Hanford has five historic facilities in the park. They include the B Reactor National Historic 
Landmark, which was the world’s first full-scale nuclear reactor. B Reactor produced the 
plutonium for the nuclear weapons detonated in the Trinity test in Alamogordo, New Mexico, on 
July 16, 1945, and over Nagasaki, Japan on Aug. 9, 1945, and went on to produce plutonium for 
America’s Cold War nuclear weapons arsenal until 1967. DOE provides free, escorted public 
tours of B Reactor generally from April through November. Visitors have come from all 50 
states and more than 90 countries worldwide. Prior to the COVID-19 pandemic, visitation ranged 
from about 12,000 to more than 15,000 people per year, which the community estimates adds at 
least $4 million annually to the local economy. This public access also provides DOE the 
opportunity to lay the foundation for the public’s understanding of the cleanup mission as a 
legacy of WWII and the Cold War.      
The park has strong bipartisan support from the Washington, New Mexico and Tennessee 
congressional delegations, and Washington state provided significant leadership in its creation. 
Senator Maria Cantwell sponsored a 2004 bill directing NPS to study whether such a park was 
feasible, and sponsored the park authorization bill in the Senate. Senator Patty Murray was an 
early supporter of B Reactor preservation and frequently uses the Energy and Water 
Apprropriations bills to direct DOE to do preservation work on B Reactor, and former 
Representative Doc Hastings led passage of the House bill authorizing the park. The local 
community has been actively involved in shaping and advocating for the creation of the park, 
and view it as the cornerstone of “educational tourism” in the area.   


