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This is a message from the Tri-Party Agreement agencies 

 

UPDATE:  

A 60-day public comment period will run from March 23 - May 22, 2020.  

A public meeting scheduled for March 26 has been POSTPONED. 

More information will be provided when the meeting is rescheduled.  

 

Notice of Upcoming Public Comment Period on Stabilization of Disposal 

Structures at Risk of Failure and Time Critical Removal Action 
  

Following the partial collapse of a waste storage tunnel at the Plutonium Uranium Extraction Plant 

(PUREX) in May 2017, the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) and contractor CH2M HILL Plateau 

Remediation Company (CHPRC) analyzed other older structures in Hanford’s former plutonium 

production area (the Central Plateau) to determine if any other structures represented a risk of collapsing.  

 

In 2018, CHPRC produced a report identifying 27 structures that may require risk-mitigation work. The 

Department briefed these results to Hanford regulators and stakeholders. In 2019, the department and 

CHPRC identified 11 of the 27 structures that required further analysis. In October 2019, CHPRC 

produced a report on those 11 structures.  

 

The results of the evaluation and recent subsidence at one liquid waste disposal structure (216-Z-1) 

indicate a number of structures are overstressed and at risk of age-related failure, resulting in the potential 

to spread contamination to the environment. Three of the identified structures are the 216-Z-2 Crib, 216-

Z-9 Crib and 241-Z-361 Settling Tank, which are located in the PW-1 Operable Unit, within the 

Plutonium Finishing Plant demolition boundary. 

 

DOE is proceeding with a Time Critical Removal Action under the Comprehensive Environmental 

Response, Compensation and Liability Act to address these three underground structures. The structures 

received liquid waste during Hanford’s plutonium production operations and contain residual radioactive 

and chemical contamination. DOE and CHPRC are preparing to stabilize the structures by filling them 

with engineered grout.  

 

Planning for the stabilization work is underway, including design, regulatory documentation and a 

subcontracting approach for materials and services. Fieldwork preparations will begin in the coming 

months, with grouting of the two smallest structures planned to begin this summer after Plutonium 

Finishing Plant demolition activities are completed. Grouting of the larger structure is anticipated to be 

completed within the year. Grout has been used in other stabilization projects on the Hanford Site (most 

recently PUREX Tunnels 1 and 2) to expedite risk reduction. The use of grout will provide additional 

protection, while not precluding future remedial actions or final closure decisions.  

 

A 2011 Record of Decision (ROD) exists for these three waste sites. The final remedy for these waste 

sites is to remove the structures and remove, treat and dispose of contaminated soil from the 216-Z-2 Crib 

https://www.hanford.gov/page.cfm/PUREXTunnelsInformation
https://pdw.hanford.gov/document/0093644
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and the 216-Z-9 Crib. The final remedy for the 241-Z-361 Settling Tank is to remove the remaining 

sludge from the tank and grout in place, while the Remedial Design / Remedial Action Work Plan for this 

tank considered removing it entirely. The agencies have agreed that the Time Critical Removal Action 

will not change the selected remedy for the 216-Z-2 Crib, 216-Z-9 Crib and 241-Z-361 Settling Tank. 

 

For more information, visit https://go.usa.gov/xdUCn 

 

Questions? Please contact Jennifer Colborn at Jennifer_M_Colborn@rl.gov.  
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