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This is only a summary of issues and actions discussed at this meeting. It may not represent the fullness of 

represented ideas or opinions, and it should not be used as a substitute for actual public involvement or 

public comment on any particular topic unless specifically identified as such. 
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Opening 

 

Jan Catrell, League of Women Voters and RAP chair welcomed meeting participants. 

 

Stan Branch, US Department of Energy (DOE), announced that this meeting was being held in 

accordance with the Federal Advisory Committee Act.  

 

The RAP Committee adopted the draft summary for the Joint RAP/Health, Safety, and Environmental 

Protection Committee meeting for January 12, 2021. 

 

The committee conducted elections for the chair and vice-chair for 2021. Larry Haler, Public-at-Large, 

withdrew his name in nomination for the chair. The remaining candidates for the chair were Jan Catrell 

and Tom Sicilia. Members of RAP elected Tom Sicilia to be the chair for 2021. Jan Catrell was elected to 

serve as vice-chair for 2021. 

 

Becky Holland, Hanford Atomic Metal Trade Council, announced that the stop-work was lifted at the 324 

Building the day before this meeting. 

 

Draft Advice on Cleanup Priorities 

 

Tom Galioto, Budgets and Contracts Committee (BCC) chair, reviewed the draft advice which is being 

sponsored by BCC. He explained that the objective was to gather input from all HAB committees so that 

the draft advice could be approved by BCC to go to the full HAB at its March meeting. 

 

Gerry Pollet, Heart of America Northwest, asked that language be revised regarding the thousands of 

drums and large containers that have not been properly characterized or stored and present danger. 

 

Liz Mattson, Hanford Challenge, observed that most of the Issue Manager team was present at the RAP 

meeting. She suggested that the group revise the draft advice as a part of the discussion. The group 

revised language regarding the workforce and other clarifying minor changes in wording. 

 

Jan Catrell shared her concern that the scope of the RAP committee falls under both the Central Plateau 

and River Corridor sections of the advice. She also noted that pump and treat activities were identified in 

multiple places in the advice. 

 

Tom Galioto will take the revised draft advice from this discussion on to the next Tank Waste Committee 

and Budgets and Contracts Committee meetings. 

 

Waste Encapsulation Storage Facility (WESF) 

 

Gary Pyles, DOE, provided an update on the management of cesium and strontium capsules and the W-

135 Project. The purpose of the W-135 Project is to provide safe, compliant, and cost-effective dry 

storage of cesium and strontium capsules until a disposal path is established and implemented. The 

project consists of four components: 

• WESF modifications 

• Cask storage system 

• Capsule storage area 

• WESF mock-up 

Gary showed an illustration and a short video of the capsule transfer process that includes the G Cell, 

Canyon area, and truck port. Modifications to WESF are required to install and operate the Cast Storage 
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System to enable capsule transfer to dry storage. Construction activities will begin in February 2021 and 

will be completed by September 2022. 

 

The presentation included a graphic showing the progression of containers in the Cask Storage System 

from the Universal Capsule Sleeve to the Dry Transfer System to the Transportable Storage Cannister 

Basket to the Transportable Storage Cannister to the Vertical Concrete Cask (VCC). VCCs will be taken 

to the Cask Storage Area using the Vertical Task Transporter. Fabrication of the equipment has started, 

and test equipment will be used in the mock-up. The test equipment is scheduled to be - delivered in 

September and October of 2021. Production equipment will follow about a year later. 

 

Gary then showed a short video on the Capsule Storage Area, which was taken in September and October 

of 2020 when the concrete pad was poured. There was some impact on the work because of COVID-19. 

The contractor has been working well to get the project back on schedule. The work is close to being done 

and scheduled to be complete before the end of this fiscal year. 

 

The next video was of the WESF mock-up at the maintenance and storage facility. This work is 

progressing nicely, and DOE is looking forward to doing the training and practicing in the mock-up. 

 

The Vertical Cask Transporter equipment that Hanford received from West Valley is pretty much ready to 

go to support this project. DOE is pleased that Hanford was able to use equipment from another site to 

reduce some of the cost of this project.  

 

Committee Discussion 
 

Tom Sicilia, Oregon Department of Energy, asked if Gary Pyles had seen the RAP framing questions for 

this topic. 

• Has there been any milestone slippage due to COVID? 

• Is there a seismic study being conducted? 

• Why was the storage pad location altered? What waste was encountered? 

• What would it take for procurement of the canisters to fall “below the line” (in terms of budget)? 

 

Gary responded that there was some impact on construction from COVID. The contractor has stepped up 

work, and the delay has not impacted the attainment of the final milestones. Gary was not aware of any 

seismic study. To his knowledge, the storage pad has always been in the general area in which it currently 

is. Finally, Gary does not see this project as falling below the line because it is fully funded in 2021 and 

looking good in 2022. 

 

Liz Mattson, Hanford Challenge, asked how many capsules are in each of the concrete casks. Gary noted 

that as many as 132 capsules can be in one cask. Liz also asked what the long-term options are for the 

capsules once they are in dry storage and how long interim storage is anticipated. Gary explained that the 

pad is designed with a 40-year lifespan, but he does not know how long the capsules will be stored there. 

 

Pam Larsen, City of Richland, observed that the funding for the project disappears between 2022 and 

2025 and asked why that is. Gary responded that he was not aware of a break-in project funding and will 

have to get back to RAP on that question. 

 

RAP did not identify any follow-up actions for this agenda item. 
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M-91 

John Price, Washington State Department of Ecology (Ecology), provided an overview of the Tri-Party 

Agreement (TPA) M-91 milestone series for transuranic and mixed wastes. The M-91 milestones 

complete the treatment to Land Disposal Treatment (LDR) standards for Hanford Site Resource 

Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) regulated mixed low-level waste (MLLW) and transuranic 

mixed waste (TRUM). DOE may choose to ship TRUM waste for disposal at the Waste Isolation Pilot 

Plant (WIPP) in New Mexico if such waste is exempt from LDR standards. 

 

Hazardous waste cannot be disposed of in the ground, so it must be treated to reduce its toxicity before 

disposal. The process of certification of waste requires removing the waste from original containers, 

removing things that do not belong with the waste, and putting the waste in a new container. 

 

John explained the differences between M-91 retrievably stored waste (RSW) and pre-1970 waste. The 

M-91 series of milestones cover RSW waste that is in 3 burial grounds and 16 trenches. This represents 

12,000 stored containers waiting for exhumation and over 10,000 previously retrieved containers in the 

Central Waste Complex. The HAB has issues four pieces of advice on RSW. 

 

In contract, pre-1970 waste is covered by the M-15 and M-16 milestones. This waste is found in 24 burial 

grounds, 361 trenches covering about 450 acres. In short, this waste is considered stored, not disposed of. 

Some of the containers have been dumped into trenches in a mixed fashion rather than stacked in an 

orderly way. The HAB has issued 17 pieces of advice regarding this waste.  

 

Issues at WIPP have resulted in the extension of disposal of waste in New Mexico until 2050. Within this 

time, about 99% of the waste from Hanford would be completed by 2040. The remaining 1% is largely 

remote-handled waste which means workers cannot stand next to the waste for very long. There are less 

than 100 containers covered under M-91 that are considered remote-handled and will be shipped after 

2040. They will be easier to handle then because the radiation dose of those waste will decline over time. 

 

The Central Waste Complex (CWC) is located across from some of the old burial grounds. Waste is taken 

from the burial grounds to the CWC to be repackaged and stored in a variety of types of buildings.  

 

The TPA agencies will be signing a tentative agreement on proposed M-91 milestone changes. Then there 

will be a notice of an upcoming public comment period about 30 days prior to the start of the public 

comment period. The public comment period will run for 45 days and may include a public meeting. 

After considering public comments, the TPA agencies will finalize and approve any milestone changes.  

 

Committee Discussion 
 

Tom Sicilia asked if the 618-10 and 618-11 burial ground wastes are in the M-91 package. John Price 

explained that they are not a part of M-91.  

 

Vince Panesko, City of Richland, noted that some of the pre-1970 waste was buried in cardboard boxes 

and smashed in the trenches so it could be considered uncontained waste. 

 

Liz Mattson asked for clarification about how many trenches were covered under M-91 as compared to 

M-15 and M-16 and related concerns. John explained that fewer trenches are covered under M-91. The 

accident at WIPP slowed down waste placement and made the original 2030 date to move waste to WIPP 

unachievable.  
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Liz also asked when the public comment period would open. Emy Laija, US Environmental Protection 

Agency (EPA), replied that they are trying to get the notice out in mid-March. 

 

Tom Sicilia suggested that RAP form an Issue Manager (IM) team to study and frame the M-91 issues for 

the committee. This would include looking at past HAB advice. Vince Panesko volunteered to lead the 

IM team, which included Jan Catrell, Shelley Cimon, and Larry Haler. 

 

Open Forum  

 

Vince Panesko expressed an interest in the 324 Building and how many years it operated before the leak 

was noticed in the hot cell. Chris Sutton, Public-at-Large, added that there are a number of monitoring 

wells by the 324 Building, and none have shown contamination from the 324 Building. 

Committee Business 

 

RAP members identified several topics of interest for future meetings, including –  

• Deep vadose zone 

• Plutonium Finishing Plant (PFP) 

• Iodine and technetium inventory and where the issues are going 

• Topics for the April Leadership Workshop 

• Canyon demolition 

• What do we do to characterize sewer contamination? 

 

Jan Catrell asked what Gary Younger, DOE, thought of the identified topics. Contract transitions may 

have delayed the ability to bring some presentations to RAP. In addition, the Committee of the Whole 

seems to have dropped off the planning. She also asked about the Leadership Workshop at the end of 

April. Gary responded that there had been some presentations that have been delayed due to contract 

transitions. The PFP topic may be ripe this summer. Gary explained that DOE does not have anything yet 

on the Leadership Workshop, but there is interest in the new seats DOE is adding to the HAB. 

 

Susan Leckband and Liz Mattson reminded everyone that it is important to hear from both new and long-

time HAB members. If people want to participate on IM teams, it is not necessary to be an expert or even 

technically inclined. Being on an IM team is also a good way to learn the issues and get to know other 

people on the HAB. 

 

Attachments 

Attachment 1: River and Plateau agenda 

Attachment 2: Draft meeting summary from RAP/HSEP joint meeting in January 

Attachment 3: Management of Cesium and Strontium Capsules Project Status 

Attachment 4: M-091 Milestone Series for Transuranic/Mixed Waste 

Attachment 5: RAP work plan 

Attachment 6: Current HAB Issue Manager team list 

 

 

https://www.hanford.gov/files.cfm/20210201__RAP_Agenda_for_Feb_9_2021_FINAL_REVISED_v4_docx.pdf
https://www.hanford.gov/files.cfm/20210126_RAP_HSEP_Draft_summary_for_January_12_2021_v1.pdf
https://www.hanford.gov/files.cfm/HAB_RAP_W-135_Update_-_20210125_FINAL_v2.pdf
https://www.hanford.gov/files.cfm/M-091_RAP_Feb_9_2021_revised_2-3-21_(003).pdf
https://www.hanford.gov/files.cfm/20210126_RAP_Committee_FY21_WorkPlan_v6.pdf
https://www.hanford.gov/files.cfm/20210128_HAB_Issue_Manager_Team_List_v321.pdf
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Attendees 

Board Members and Alternates: 

Kristie, Baptiste-Eke, Primary Liz Mattson, Primary  Marissa Merker, Alternate  

Tom Galioto, Primary  Bob Suyama, Primary  Vince Panesko, Alternate  

Becky Holland, Primary  Steve Wiegman, Primary  Tom Sicilia, Alternate  

Pam Larsen, Primary Jan Catrell, Alternate  Chris Sutton, Alternate  

Susan Leckband, Primary  Larry Haler, Alternate   

 

Others: 

Gary Pyles, DOE  Dieter Bohrmann, CH2M Hill  Ashley Herring, ProSidian  

Gary Younger, DOE  Dana Cowley, HMIS  Ruth Nicholson, HAB facilitator 

John Price, Ecology   

 

Note: Participants for this virtual meeting were asked to sign in with their name and affiliation in the 

CHAT box of GoToMeeting. Not all attendees shared this information. The attendance list reflects what 

information was collected at the meeting. 


