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Hanford TX Farm Odors  
Overview

TX Farm Odors
Key Takeaways

• Air monitoring devices used 
June 18 and during follow-up 
activities have not detected 
ammonia, indicating the odors did 
not come from tank vapors.

• Follow-up monitoring with more 
sensitive equipment did not detect 
chemical or radiological materials 
above background levels. 

• Chemical analyses of soil 
samples and respirator cartridges 
the workers were wearing on 
June 18 showed nothing 
abnormal.

• Workers wearing supplied-air 
respirators have resumed grading 
the soil to prepare for installing 
the tank farm barrier.

On June 18, while hand-grading soil in the tank farm to install a surface 
barrier, workers in respiratory equipment responded appropriately when 
they smelled odors, by stopping work, exiting the tank farm, going 
through surveys that did not detect contamination, and going to the site’s 
occupational medical services provider for evaluation and observation. 

Nine workers went to the medical provider for observation after some 
reported symptoms of headaches, nausea, coughing and a metallic taste. 
Of the nine, three workers who were most affected and may have been 
closest to the source of the order were taken to a local hospital for 
observation as a precaution. All workers were evaluated and released 
back to work without restrictions. Since June 18, three additional workers 
have sought medical evaluation and have been released back to work 
without restrictions. 

Monitoring devices on the workers in the tank farm and in the area did 
not detect ammonia, which is a primary indicator of vapors from tank 
waste, indicating the odors came from the soil or another source. Follow-
up monitoring with more sensitive equipment did not detect chemical or 
radiological materials above background levels. 

Workers in supplied air recreated the work activity on July 7 and 8 to 
collect additional soil samples, and air monitoring showed no detection of 
volatile organic compounds, mercury or ammonia. Chemical analysis of 
the soil down to 3 feet and respirator cartridges workers used on June 18 
showed nothing abnormal.

With enhanced monitoring in place, workers wearing supplied air have 
resumed hand-grading the soil to prepare for installing asphalt for the 
tank farm barrier. 

Workers in respirators grading soil in TX Tank Farm, April 2021 Crews wearing supplied-air 
respirators collect soil samples in 
the TX Tank Farm
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