
Implementation of COVID-19 
Controls 

at Hanford’s Tank Farms

Jim Lynch, Tank Farm Programs Division

U.S. Department of Energy, Office of River Protection

September 24, 2020



2

Hanford Health

• As of beginning of Sept – total number of 

WRPS employees/workers for the tank 

farms: 3,200

o Onsite: approximately 1,500

o Teleworking: approximately 1,300

o Nonportable/unable to telework: 

approximately 300

o Washington River Protection 

Solutions COVID-19 cases: 42

• Compared to total number of Hanford 

Site employees: approximately 10,700

o Onsite: approximately 6,000

o Total Site COVID-19 cases: 153

o Cases are greatly due to exposures 

out in the community and not onsite

o These numbers are well below 

national and state levels due to 

rigorous controls and a disciplined 

workforce

The Hanford Site is in Phase 2 remobilization as of Aug. 27
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Control Strategies

• Increased depth and frequency of cleaning

• Pre-work health checks

• Social distancing and mandatory face coverings

• Protective barriers and other worksite modifications

• Reconfiguration of conference rooms, kitchens, change 

trailers, and gathering areas

• Regular engagement with managers to ensure 

workforce communication and engagement

• Increased reporting and attention on the supply chain to 

obtain needed consumables

Basic control strategies and cultural adjustments include the 

following:
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Enhanced Cleaning Protocols

Enhanced cleaning protocols and new eco-friendly 

products to the left and a “thank you” from tank farm 

workers to cleaning staff above
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Wellness and Temperature Checks

Temperature checking stations available onsite

All employees are required to monitor their
health. Each day prior to leaving for work,
employees shall ask themselves if they have any 
of the following COVID-19 related symptoms that 
you cannot attribute to another health condition.

Symptoms of COVID-19 include the following:
• A temperature of 100.4o F or greater
• Cough
• Shortness of Breath
• Fatigue
• Muscle Aches
• New loss of taste or smell
• Sore throat
• Chills
• Congestion or runny nose
• Nausea or vomiting
• Diarrhea
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Teleworking
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Remote Work
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Work Resumption Activities

Preparing return-to-work packets
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Adjusting Workspaces

Reset training classrooms for social distancing

Extended cubicle walls
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Facility Modifications for COVID-19

Rad access control station main entrance

Tank farm central control room



11

Mask Station Modifications

2704-HV mask station Plexiglas shield

AW mask station –

Plexiglas shield
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Face Coverings
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Pandemic Signage
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Social Distancing

Outdoor mask checkout for easy 

social distancing

AW change trailer 

donning/doffing personal 

protective equipment for 

HEPA filter exchange job
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Communications

DOE Hanford and WRPS websites for info/alerts:

https://www.hanford.gov/page.cfm/CompanyStatus

https://www.hanford.gov/page.cfm/CompanyStatus

