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At the completion of this unit you shall be able to:
1. Utilize section U of the Safety and Health 

Hazard Inspection Program Checklist to 
identify compliant and non-compliant safety 
behaviors.

2. Identify areas of concern requiring immediate 
action to mitigate or prevent a possible injury.

Please use “Slide Show” to properly view this 
presentation!



Let’s start with a 
discussion 
about Material 
Handling



Material 
handling 
includes the 
manual handling 
and storage of 
materials.



The improper  
handling or 
storage  of 
material can result 
in injury or 
damage to 
facilities.



It is for this 
reason we need 
to evaluate how 
and where we 
handle and store 
materials.



• Section U of the 
checklist contains 3 
to 4 items that you 
will need to look 
at.

• Let’s take a closer 
look at section U.



1. Sufficient clearance is maintained through doorways 
and aisles for material handling equipment passage.

2. Material is stored in a stable and secure manner.
3. Storage areas are free from tripping and fire hazards.
4. Other.



1. Sufficient clearance is maintained through doorways and aisles 
for material handling equipment passage.

• The first item is addressed to 
ensure that in those areas 
where material handling 
equipment is used, that the 
equipment is able to travel.

• When you think of equipment 
you may picture forklifts, 
pallet jacks, etc. all of which 
use in our facilities.  But we 
also use carts and to a limited 
amount handtrucks which are 
considered “material handling 
equipment”.



1. Sufficient clearance is maintained through doorways and aisles 
for material handling equipment passage.

• A compliant rating on this 
item would indicate that the 
aisles were clear enough to 
allow personnel and 
equipment to pass without a 
problem.



1. Sufficient clearance is maintained through doorways and aisles 
for material handling equipment passage.

• A non compliant rating on this 
item would indicate that the 
aisles weren’t clear enough to 
allow personnel and 
equipment to pass without a 
problem.  It is important to 
ensure that the building 
administrator is immediately 
notified of this.



2. Material is stored in a stable and secure manner.

• This item deals with 
the stability and 
safety of the storage 
area.

• Is the material 
securely stored such 
that it will not 
collapse or damage 
the bottom 
materials?



2. Material is stored in a stable and secure manner.

• Or is the material 
an avalanche 
waiting to happen?



2. Material is stored in a stable and secure manner.

 Another issue that you 
need to look for is 
storage on top of 
cabinets and lockers.

 We need to ensure that 
anything stored on top 
of the cabinet will not 
cause the cabinet to 
collapse or could easily 
fall and hurt someone.

 In this example the 
storage above the neat 
tools does cause a 
concern.



2. Material is stored in a stable and secure manner.

 A compliant rating 
would indicate that 
the storage was neat, 
correct, and stable.



2. Material is stored in a stable and secure manner.

 A non compliant 
rating would indicate 
that the storage was 
not neat, correct, 
and/or stable.



3. Storage areas are free from tripping and fire hazards.

• This item is usually 
covered elsewhere 
dealing with 
housekeeping.  In a 
material handling 
environment there is a 
high probability of a trip 
hazard or fire hazard due 
to poor housekeeping.



3. Storage areas are free from tripping and fire hazards.

• A compliant rating 
would indicate that the 
facility met this 
requirement, that no 
tripping hazards or fire 
hazards were present.



3. Storage areas are free from tripping and fire hazards.

• A non compliant rating 
would indicate that the 
facility did not met this 
requirement, that some 
tripping hazards and/or 
fire hazards were present.



 If at any time you have 
any questions about 
how to fill out the form 
or about the items on 
the form please contact 
your OS&H group.



Thank you for your time 
and desire to help us have 
a safer workplace


