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Crews complete construction on cocoon for the seventh of nine former 
reactors on the Hanford Site, the Waste Treatment and Immobilization 
Plant team starts heating up the facility's first melter, and a Hanford training 
facility reaches 25 years of accomplishments. October was full of exciting 
highlights! Check out what happened across the Site in the stories below. 

 

 

 

Hanford Starts Heating Up First Melter at Waste 
Treatment Plant 

Crews at the site's Waste Treatment and Immobilization Plant 
have begun heating up the world’s largest melter that will 
transform radioactive and chemical tank waste currently stored in 
underground tanks into a vitrified glass form safe for 
disposal. Read More. 

 

 

 

Hanford Site Ready to Begin Assembling 
Backup Melters 

DOE tank operations contractor Washington River Protection 
Solutions is ready to begin assembling additional melters to 
support the Direct-Feed Low-Activity Waste Program at the 
Hanford Site. Read More.  

 

 

 

Metamorphosis: 'Cocooning' Complete for 
Seventh Hanford Reactor Building 

Just over a year after breaking ground, crews recently completed 
construction of a protective enclosure, or “cocoon,” around 
another former plutonium production reactor at the Hanford Site, 
leaving only one more to go. Read More. 

 



 

 

HAMMER Federal Training Center Reaches 25-
Year Milestone 

The Volpentest HAMMER Federal Training Center at the Hanford 
Site commemorates 25 years of accomplishments at its facility in 
Richland. Read More.  

 

 

 

Hanford Fire Department Recognizes 
Graduating Classes, Announces 13 
Promotions 

DOE contractor Hanford Mission Integration Solutions recently 
held a formal ceremony for the Hanford Fire Department, 
recognizing 28 graduates of the New Recruit Training Academy 
and 13 individuals who received promotions. Read More. 

 

 

 

Hanford Tank Farms Go Green 

Workers with DOE's tank operations contractor Washington River 
Protection Solutions are “going green” with new battery-powered 
electric generators on the Hanford Site. Read More. 

 

Comments and input on the What's Happening @HanfordSite newsletter can be sent to: Amber 
Peters, Hanford Mission Integration Solutions, at Amber_D_Peters@rl.gov.     

  

 
 

STAY CONNECTED: 

                
 

 
 
 
 
 


