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The Hanford Site Begins Solidifying Tank Waste in Glass

RICHLAND, Wash. - The Hanford Site has successfully started up its Low-Activity
Waste Facility, a key component of the Waste Treatment and Immobilization Plant that
has begun to solidify Hanford tank waste in glass for the first time. This achievement,
supported by the Department of Energy’s (DOE) Office of Environmental Management
(EM) meets the October 15, 2025, Consent Decree legal commitment with the State of
Washington.

“l appreciate the hard work and determination of the entire Hanford team to deliver on
this legal commitment,” said Hanford Site Manager Ray Geimer. “This achievement
enables us to shift focus to safely operating the plant and to progressing solutions for
the Hanford tank waste mission in its entirety.”

The Consent Decree milestone for demonstrating the ability of the Waste Treatment
and Immobilization Plant’s Low Activity Waste facility to produce immobilized glass of
acceptable quality was met on time. With start-up of the Waste Treatment and
Immobilization Plant’s Low Activity Waste facility, the focus now shifts to safely
operating the Low Activity Waste facility, advancing the direct-feed high-level waste
approach, and accelerating the tank waste mission.

Hanford is home to 56 million gallons of radioactive and chemical waste stored in 177
massive underground tanks. The waste was generated as part of the nation’s efforts to
end World War Il and win the Cold War.
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The Department of Energy (DOE) is engaged in one of the great public works of this
century at the Hanford Site near Richland, Washington. Responsible for the federal
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government’s cleanup of the legacy of more than 40 years of producing plutonium
through the 1980s, DOE is transforming the site back into a 24/7 operations mode to
treat tank waste from the production era. The DOE Hanford Field Office is responsible
for the safe and efficient retrieval, treatment and disposal of the 56 million gallons of
chemical and radioactive waste stored in Hanford’s underground tanks. The mission
includes building and commissioning the world’s largest radioactive waste treatment
plant, which willimmobilize the legacy tank waste through vitrification. The DOE
Hanford Field Office is also responsible for all remaining Hanford cleanup and is
currently focused on stabilizing and demolishing former plutonium production
structures, excavating and disposing of contaminated soil and waste, treating
contaminated groundwater, and configuring Hanford Site infrastructure for the future,
with an emphasis on supporting the tank waste mission. Hanford Site work is
conducted by a federal and contractor workforce of approximately 13,000 personnel.
Visit www.hanford.gov for more information about the Hanford Site
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